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Senior Maddy
Garrison leads
the Lady Blue
Lion track team.
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2018 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Kenny Arboleda, Grant Patterson, Austin Joseph, Nick Barrett, Austinn Fore, Christian
Grove, Eli Ruth; (back, l-r); Jarred Hall, Tyler Rood, Eli Shaw, Bailey Roberts, Ross Matthews, George Reno, Eli Lynch and Ryan Schwartz. Not pictured: head coach
Mark Schwartz and assistant coaches Buff Mustain and Heath Cassidy.

Schwartz to lead Blue Lion baseball
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington Blue Lions will begin a
new chapter in the history of the baseball
program in 2018 as Mark Schwartz takes
the helm as varsity head coach.
Schwartz, the junior-varsity coach the
last three years, takes over from Tyler Rhodus, who was the head coach from 2014
through 2017.
“Tyler gave me my opportunity to coach
here,” Schwartz said. “He’s the one who
hired me to be the j-v coach and I’m grateful for that. He left the program in good
shape. We’re expecting to compete this
year at a high level. He started his culture
and I’m going to continue adding to his

and create my own.”
The Blue Lions had eight seniors on
the team in 2017 that went 16-13 overall,
winning a Sectional championship before
falling to Marietta, 3-1 in the District semifinals.
Washington went 6-8 in the final-ever
season of the South Central Ohio League,
placing sixth.
Clinton-Massie won the SCOL at 12-2,
followed by Wilmington at 10-4, Hillsboro
at 9-5 and Miami Trace at 8-6.
Chillicothe was fifth at 7-7, McClain was
seventh at 3-11 and East Clinton was last
at 1-13.
Washington’s seniors last year were:
Logan Jackson, Griffin Shaw, Kyler Mount,
Jarett Patton, Brian Wilson, Ethan Mart-

ing, Conner Chrisman and Avery Wilson.
“Some of those guys were starters,”
Schwartz said. “Some of them were role
players.”
Brian Wilson was First Team, All-SCOL
in 2017. Conner Chrisman and Jarett Patton were Second Team, All-SCOL.
“Those three were All-District, I believe,
either first team or honorable mention,”
Schwartz said.
“Ethan Marting was our starting catcher
last year, so, we have to replace him,”
Schwartz said. “Jarett Patton was our No. 1
pitcher last year. Griffin was our first baseman; Brian Wilson was our third baseman;
Conner Chrisman was an outfielder. We’re
probably replacing seven starters.”
See blue lion baseball | 3

Washington Varsity Baseball
Sat., March 24 New Lexington dh A noon
Mon., March 26 Fairfield H 5 p.m.
Thurs., March 29 Jonathan Alder A 5 p.m.
Sat., March 31 Zane Trace A TBA *
Tues., April 3 Paint Valley H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 4
Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 East Clinton H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 6
Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Mon., April 9
Jackson H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 11 McClain H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 12 Clark SE A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 13
Miami Trace H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 14
Westfall dh H noon
Mon., April 16 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 18 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Thurs, April 19 Logan Elm H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 20
Jackson A 5 p.m.
Mon., April 23 McClain A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 25 Miami Trace A 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 26 Unioto H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 28 Goshen dh A noon
Mon., April 30 North Adams A 5 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 Adena A 5 p.m.
Fri., May 4
Blanchester A 5 p.m.
* game to be played at
Chillicothe Paints Stadium
Washington J-V Baseball
Sat., March 24 New Lexington dh H noon
Wed., April 4
Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 East Clinton A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 6
Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 7
Waverly dh A noon
Mon., April 9
Jackson A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 11 McClain A 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 12 Clark SE H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 13
Miami Trace A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 14
Westfall dh A noon
Mon., April 16 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 18 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs, April 19 Logan Elm A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 20
Jackson H 5 p.m.
Mon., April 23 McClain H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 25 Miami Trace H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 26 Unioto A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 28 Goshen dh H noon
Mon., April 30 North Adams H 5 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 Adena H 5 p.m.
Fri., May 4
Blanchester H 5 p.m.

McDonald & Son, Inc.
5401 Inskeep Rd. N.W. • Washington C.H., OH 43160
Phones/Fax: 740-335-4311 • 1-800-360-3510

Show Feeds... Done Rite!

Complete & Custom Mixed Feeds
Livestock-Show - Pet & Specialty

OH-70035553
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2018 WASHINGTON BLUE LION JUNIOR-VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ty Rose, Brice
Cartwright, Jay Fettig, Alec Ackley, Brock Carter; (back, l-r); Owen Mullins, R.G. Crabtree, Hugh
Silberman, Brock Morris, Brayden Howard and Zane Joseph. Not pictured: head coach Brandon Runk
and assistant coach Avery Wilson.

Blue Lion Baseball
From page 2

Washington will have seven seniors this
year, about which Schwartz spoke.
“Nick Barrett will be a middle infielder
and probably our No. 2 or No. 1 starting
pitcher,” Schwartz said. “He’s been playing varsity since his sophomore year, so,
he has experience.
“Eli Ruth will be a middle infielder and
probably pitch a little bit,” Schwartz said.
“He’s been playing varsity since he was a
sophomore.
“Grant Patterson is going to be pitcher
and an outfielder,” Schwartz said. “He’s
been pitching on the varsity since he was
a freshman.
“Kenny Arboleda will play first base
and be our No. 1 or No. 2 starting pitcher,” Schwartz said. “He’s pitched for the
varsity off and on since his sophomore
year.
“Austinn Fore will be a third baseman
and first baseman,” Schwartz said. “He
played j-v last year and played a little
varsity.
“Austin Joseph will be a pitcher for us,”
Schwartz said.
The other senior is Christian Grove.
“He’s going to be an outfielder,” Schwartz
said.
At the time the Record-Herald interviewed Coach Schwartz, the Blue Lions
had taken part in just one scrimmage.
“We’re still trying to figure (our pitch-

ing) out,” Schwartz said. “Either Nick
or Kenny is probably going to be No.
1. We’re fighting through some injuries
right now. Two of our top five pitchers
hurt right now. I’m not sure after No. 2
where we are at. We’re going to have to
work through it. Unfortunately, injuries
happen and they’re happening now.”
The Blue Lions have six juniors:
George Reno, Tyler Rood, Bailey Roberts,
Ross Matthews, Eli Shaw and Jarred Hall.
“George came up to the varsity toward
the end of the season last year,” Schwartz
said. “He was a pinch-runner in the tournament. We’re looking at him possibly in
center field.
“Tyler Rood played varsity last year,”
Schwartz said. “He got a lot of playing
time, probably 80 percent of the games,
or more. He’s going to play everywhere
for us. He’s probably going to be our left
fielder. He can play second. He may play
somewhere else. He may end up pitching. We put him on the mound yesterday.
He’s got a pretty good arm. He’s probably
going to bat in the middle of our lineup
this year.
“Bailey Roberts is a back-up first baseman and pitcher who is hurt right now,”
Schwartz said. “He’s probably going to
be out until probably the middle of April.
We’re hoping he bounces back, because
we were counting on him, especially on
the mound.
“Ross Matthews is going to be an outfielder and pitcher,” Schwartz said.
“Eli Shaw is going to be an outfielder
for us and Jarred Hall will be a third base-

man and probably pitch some,” Schwartz
said.
There are two sophomores on the varsity, Ryan Schwartz and Eli Lynch
“Ryan is probably going to be our
catcher,” Schwartz said. “He played a little varsity last year at the end of the year.
“Eli is going to play in the outfield and
maybe pitch a little bit,” Schwartz said.
Comprising the coaching staff along
with Schwartz is Buff Mustain and Heath
Cassidy on the varsity and Brandon Runk
and Avery Wilson on the j-v.
“Buff is my top assistant,” Schwartz
said. “He’s been with the program for
eight years now.
“Heath Cassidy, who graduated five
years ago, is going to be a varsity assistant,” Schwartz said. “This is his first
year.
“For the j-v, Brandon Runk, who was
my assistant on j-v last year, is going to
be the head coach,” Schwartz said. “And
Avery Wilson, who graduated last year, is
going to be his assistant.”
Washington also has club teams at the
eighth grade and seventh grade levels.
Runk coaches the eighth grade, along
with Brad Norman, Todd Tackage and
Bret Ferguson.
Schwartz coaches the seventh grade,
with Jason Waters and J.R. LeMaster.
Those teams will play their games on
Sundays, Schwartz said.
Clinton-Massie, Wilmington and East
Clinton joined the Southern Buckeye
Conference after the SCOL disbanded at
the end of the 2016-17 school year.
The remaining five teams picked up
Jackson to form the Frontier Athletic
Conference.
So, league games drop from 14 to 10
this year, adding a bit more urgency and
emphasis to a rather compact league
slate.
“That’s our No. 1 focus, to win those
10 league games,” Schwartz said. “I’ve
told the guys since winter workouts that
our league is not going to be a cakewalk.
“Coach (Rob) Smith is going to have
Miami Trace up at the top,” Schwartz
said. “Hillsboro has been in the top two
or three in the SCOL the last few years,
so, I expect them to be pretty tough.
“Jackson, who is new to us and the
league, has always had a strong program,” Schwartz said. “I expect them to
be pretty good. McClain and Chillicothe
round out the league and we split with
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them last year and their programs are getting better. We expect them to be tough,
too.
“Last year I got to see more (varsity
games) than I have in the past,” Schwartz
said. “Just because it seems like the j-v
got bumped because of the weather. I was
there for the tournament games, also.
“I expect big things out of our group
this year,” Schwartz said. “Our seniors
have a lot of experience. They have high
expectations, I have high expectations.
They’ve been working hard this winter.
Their focus is to win the league and they
really want to get back to Athens to play
for the District championship.
Washington has on their schedule nonleague games against: New Lexington,
Leesburg Fairfield, Jonathan Alder, Zane
Trace, Paint Valley, East Clinton, Clark
Southeastern, Westfall, Logan Elm,
Unioto, Goshen, North Adams, Adena
and Blanchester.
“Jonathan Alder is a state power,”
Schwartz said. “They’ve won two State
titles in the last 10 years. They won a District championship last year.
“We play down at the V.A. (in Chillicothe) against Zane Trace,” Schwartz
said. “They won a District championship
last year. They are Division II this year. If
I remember correctly, they return everybody but one starter. They lost to Wheelersburg in the Regionals.
“Westfall is in Division II now,”
Schwartz said. “We play them in a doubleheader at our place.
“We play Unioto here, which, Unioto
played Marietta for the District championship last year,” Schwartz said. “Marietta won that game. But, Unioto returns
a pitcher that gave up one run a game last
year. They’re going to be tough.
“We have a tough non-league schedule,” Schwartz said.
“I don’t think we’re going to do
too much different (than last year),”
Schwartz said. “We’ll tweak some
things. My focus has been, since day
one, defense. Defense is going to win us
games. We have to really focus on the
fundamentals — catch the ball, throw the
ball. You’re not going to win many games
giving up more than a couple of errors.
We’ve really focused on that, stressing
making the routine plays, the routine
throws.
“We have a lot of team speed, so, we’re
See blue lion baseball | 13
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2018 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Mason Snow, Austin Mathews, Drew Batson, Brady Wallace, Darby Tyree, Heath
Cockerill, Cody Brightman, Gavin Taulbee; (standing, l-r); head coach Rob Smith, Billy Depugh, James Munro, Dalton Mayer, Tyler Eggleton, Austin Brown,
assistant coaches Matt Platt and Lee Layman and Shepard Layman. Not pictured: Jacob Hoppes and Dylan Bucher.

MT baseball: blending youth with veterans
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest

On a cold, snowy mid-March afternoon,
Miami Trace’s fifth-year head coach Rob
Smith has his team inside working on fundamentals of the game of baseball.
The Panthers finished the final-ever season of the South Central Ohio League in
fourth place in 2017 with a record of 8-6.
Clinton-Massie won the SCOL title at
12-2, followed by Wilmington at 10-4.
Those teams have gone to the Southern
Buckeye Conference, along with East Clin-

year,” Smith said. “Hillsboro has a lot of
returning players. They had a real good,
solid season last year.
“Jackson has a new coach this year,”
Smith said. “Their other coach went to
Portsmouth. And Court House has a new
coach (Mark Schwartz, taking over for former four-year head coach Tyler Rhodus).
“The rivalry with Court House is always
going to be there,” Smith said. “I’m sure
he’ll put his own stamp on things with
what he likes to do compared to how Tyler

ton who placed eighth in the SCOL last
year at 1-13.
Chillicothe was fifth last year at 7-7, followed by the Washington Blue Lions (6-8)
and the McClain Tigers (3-11).
The new element in the Frontier Athletic
Conference equation is the Jackson Ironmen.
“Jackson has been very good in the past,”
Smith said. “We have not played Jackson
since I’ve been back here.
“I think the league is going to be very
competitive with Jackson and Chillicothe
really improved a lot at the end of last

Jamestown
937-675-4951

HARTLEY

OIL
COMPANY
907 Columbus Ave., Washington C.H., OH 43160
FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

FAYETTE VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Gary D. Junk, D.V.M. • Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.

We Care About Your Pet, Proudly Serving Fayette County For Over 40 years

Spring Sports Season Is Here Again!

London
740-852-1051
Washington C.H.
740-335-0690
Toll Free
800-638-7588

“Best Wishes”

to the Miami Trace Panthers and the Washington Blue Lions.

No matter what the standings are at the end of the season, all teams and players are champions.
(740) 335-6161 • 1974 Columbus Ave., Washington C.H., OH 43160
OH-70037965

OH-70037499

Wilmington
937-382-2253

Miami Trace J-V Baseball
Mon., March 26 Grove City A 5 p.m.
Tues., March 27 Madison Plains A 5 p.m.
Wed., March 28 Adena H 5 p.m.
Sat., March 31 Greeneview dh H 10 a.m.
Wed., April 4
Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 Westfall A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 6
McClain H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 7
Graham H 1 p.m.
Mon., April 9
Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 11 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 13
Washington H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 14
E. Brown dh A 11 a.m.
Mon., April 16 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 18 McClain A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 20
Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 21
Xenia dh H 11 a.m.
Mon., April 23 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Tues., April 24 Amanda Clearcreek H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 25 Washington A 5 p.m.
Tues., May 1
Unioto H 5 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 Piketon A 5 p.m.

See MT baseball | 5

Good
Luck
To All Of The 2018 Spring Sports Participants
Hillsboro
937-393-5797

Miami Trace Varsity Baseball
Mon., March 26 Xenia Naz. Christian H 5 p.m.
Tues., March 27 Madison Plains H 5 p.m.
Wed., March 28 Hill. Bradley A 4:30 p.m. *
Thurs., March 29 Amanda Clearcreek A 5 p.m.
Sat., March 31 Greeneview dh A 10 a.m.
Wed., April 4
Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 Westfall H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 6
McClain A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 7
Graham H 11 a.m.
Mon., April 9
Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 11 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 13
Washington A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 14
E. Brown dh H 11 a.m.
Mon., April 16 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 18 McClain H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 20
Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 21
Xenia dh A 11 a.m.
Mon., April 23 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 25 Washington H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 26 Meadowdale H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 27
Union Co. (Ind.) H 5:30 p.m.
Tues., May 1
Unioto A 5 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 Piketon H 5 p.m.
* At Chillicothe Paints Stadium

AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE:
• Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities • Concern for Preventive Medicine • Proper Anesthetic Procedures
• Dental Care
• Nursing Care
• Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities
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MT Baseball
From page 4

did things. Every coach has their own
style of play, so, that will be interesting to
see what they are going to have. They may
become a different type of team and do different things. We’ll have to adjust to that.
“Down at McClain, Coach (Rich) Bunner does a nice job there,” Smith said.
“His kids were starting to buy in for him.
It’s going to be a very competitive team.”
There were 14 league games last year in
the SCOL.
This year, there will be only 10 total
league games to decide a champion.
“Basically, our season for the league is
scrunched into three weeks,” Smith said.
“When we had 14 league games, it was
basically a five-week season. Now it’s three
weeks and maybe one other date.
“A lot of times you can start out slow
and get better,” Smith said. “Now, you
have to be ready from the first game
because of the limited amount of league
games there are.”
Miami Trace graduated eight seniors off
the 2017 team that finished 16-7 overall.
“We lost our left-fielder, which was Josh
Morton,” Smith said. “We graduated our
right-fielder, which was Jacob Batson. We
lost our two third basemen, Logan Robinson and Hunter Moore.
“We also graduated our catcher, Mitchell
Creamer and Skyler McDonald,” Smith
said. Other seniors were Lance Mick and
Trenton Harris.
“We lost a lot of very good baseball players,” Smith said. “The only returning players we have back are Dalton Mayer, he’s
a sophomore who played short and first
some last year, and we have seniors Brady
Wallace, Heath Cockerill and Darby Tyree.
“Brady is going to be a four-year starter
for us in center field,” Smith said. “Heath
is our second baseman. Darby is our No.
1 pitcher. This will be his fourth year on
the varsity, too. For us to be very good this
year, we have to have Darby being a success on the mound. There’s a good chance
he’ll play some first base, as well. He can
hit the ball and he’s an athlete.
“Junior Austin Mathews played a little
bit last year,” Smith said. “Other than that,
our team is pretty new this year.”
The Panthers have four seniors this
year.
Wallace was First Team, All-Ohio last
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2018 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS JUNIOR-VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Gage Miller, James Gilpen, Colson Guthrie, Jordan Wolfe, Luke
Zimmerman, Bo Little, Kyler Batson, Brayden Cooper-Smith; (standing, l-r); assistant coach Bobby Gentry, Dylan Bernard, Braden Moore, Ethan Steele,
Hunter McBee, Luke Henry, Braden Osborne, Joshua Gilmore, Fletcher Havens, Colin Farrens and head coach Brian Yeazel.

year.
“Heath Cockerill had a very solid season for us last year,” Smith said. “Heath’s
pretty steady there. His hitting has
improved each year and I really look for
him to have a great season at the plate.”
Smith then gave a capsule summation
of his six junior players.
“Dylan Bucher has been a utility player
for us,” Smith said. “He hasn’t played
much, but he’s a very valuable asset for
our team. He catches in the bullpen and
does some of the little things. He should
get some playing time this year; not sure
where, at this point.
“Our catcher will be Drew Batson,”
Smith said. “He was the starting catcher
for the j-v’s last year. We’re looking for
him to be a leader back there. He’s a
leader, a kid with good qualities. He’s our
quarterback back there. We look for big
things from him.
“James Munro is still kind of an
unknown,” Smith said. “He just got here
this week.” Munro’s wrestling season
extended all the way to the State tournament.
“He’s been a solid player at the j-v
level,” Smith said. “Right now I consider
him a utility player. Today is just his second day of practice. He can catch, play
third or play in the outfield. He can pitch
a little bit. It remains to be seen where he
will end up.
“Austin Mathews will be one of our
top pitchers,” Smith said. “I look for
big things from Austin. He throws the
ball hard and has good command. He’s
a right-hander. He played for Midland’s
16-year-old team last summer. Midland
is the top program in Ohio for summer
baseball. Scottie Lewis and Brad Stillings
played for Midland.

“To even be on that team, you have
to have ability,” Smith said. “He’ll play
left field for us. Maybe if Dalton Mayer
pitches much, he’ll play some shortstop.
He can play some other positions.
“Austin Brown had a solid basketball
season,” Smith said. “Right now, it’s looking like he’ll be our right fielder. He’s a
tall, lanky kid who played a lot of summer
baseball last year. He’ll pitch a little bit,
too.
“Tyler Eggleton has played well at
the j-v level,” Smith said. “He’s a bit of
an unknown. Even though we’re in our
fourth week of practice, we still haven’t
had any scrimmages yet. He’ll get his
time on the mound and play a little bit at
first base.”
Miami Trace has seven sophomores.
“Dalton Mayer will be our shortstop,”
Smith said. “He played on the varsity as
a freshman last year. He played wherever
I needed him. This year, he’ll be counted
on to be our shortstop and hopefully get
to pitch quite a bit. If he gets his confidence, he can be as good as anybody.
“Mason Snow will be one of our third
basemen,” Smith said. “If we were having
a scrimmage today, he’d be our starting
third baseman. He will also be one of our
back-up catchers. I think he’ll get some
quality time on the mound. We’re looking
for big things from him.
“Cody Brightman is kind of Mr. Utility this year,” Smith said. “He’ll play left
when Mathews is pitching. He can play a
variety of infield positions. He’s knocking
on the door. If he performs well, he might
beat somebody out before it’s over with.
“Jacob Hoppes can play first base, or
third,” Smith said. “He can back up at
catcher and he will pitch a little bit. It’s
just a matter of him getting his confi-

dence and adjusting to the varsity level.
He’s another kid who plays a lot of baseball.
“Gavin Taulbee, a left-hander, is
probably going to be our starting first
baseman,” Smith said. “We’re counting
on him to give us some innings on the
mound, as well. He’s just a Pete Rose
type. He plays hard. He’s going to play to
the last second on anything he does. He’ll
be a big asset. He had a good j-v season
as a freshman.
“Javin Robinette is kind of a utility
player,” Smith said. “Mainly he’s a second
baseman. He’ll get some back-up time at
that position.
“Billy Depugh can pitch and back up
in the outfield and some infield spots,”
Smith said. “All of them I say can back
up, they’ll get their chance to beat somebody out. All of this could change by two
to three weeks into the season. Going
into the first scrimmage, that will be their
roles.
“We’re a young team,” Smith said. “If
Darby plays a position some, that means
we’ll have three senior starters. If not,
we’ll have two senior starters.
“We’re young,” Smith said. “We had so
many freshmen come out, the j-v team is
all freshmen. We have 17 freshman on the
j-v. We brought some sophomores up who
normally might have played on the j-v,
but, we felt like they’d gain a lot by being
up and balance out both teams.
“That’s not saying that some freshmen,
if they perform well and some of our
older guys don’t perform…we have some
talent on the j-v level who could play for
us, if needed,” Smith said. “We’re getting
big (freshman) numbers because of our
See MT baseball | 13
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2018 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Jessica Camp, Olivia Wolffe, Madison Mossbarger, Ashley Campbell, Tabby Landrum, Kylee Rossiter, Kaylee Hauck, Krissy Ison; (back, l-r);
assistant coach Chris Ford, assistant coach Shawn Grooms, Piper Grooms, Hailey Gilpen, Devan Thomas, Kylee Munro, Grace Greene, Hannah Miller, Shalyn Landrum, Taylor Dawson and head coach Joe
Henry. Not pictured: Aubrey Schwartz.

Family aspect key for Lady Panthers
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Joe Henry returns for his second season as head coach of the Miami Trace
varsity softball team.
Miami Trace went 15-7 in 2017, placing second in the final-ever season of the
South Central Ohio League with a record
of 11-3.
Clinton-Massie won the league, going
14-0.
This will be the first season of softball
in the Frontier Athletic Conference.
The FAC consists of six teams: Miami
Trace, Washington, McClain, Hillsboro,
Chillicothe and Jackson.
Miami Trace had two seniors last year:
Tori Riley and Taylor Barrett. Barrett
was First Team, All-SCOL in 2017.
This year, Miami Trace has just one
senior, Tabby Landrum.
There are nine juniors on the team:
Olivia Wolffe, Maddie Mossbarger, Kylee
Rossiter, Ashley Campbell, Kylee Munro,
Kaylee Hauck, Taylor Dawson, Krissy
Ison and Jessica Camp.

Sophomores are: Gracie Greene, Hailey Gilpen, Devan Thomas and Hannah
Miller.
Freshmen are: Piper Grooms and Shalyn Landrum.
“Tabby is probably going to be playing a new position this year,” Henry
said. “We’re thinking about putting her
at third. Last year she was my starting
center-fielder. She’s a likely lead-off hitter
for us. She has good speed.
“Olivia Wolffe will be one of my starting pitchers,” Henry said. “Maddie Mossbarger is also a pitcher for us. Maddie’s
going to play a little third base and first
base. I want to have them both out there
and we can switch at any time. They are
two different types of pitchers. Olivia
throws very hard.
“Olivia works with a pitching coach
about every week,” Henry said. “She was
keeping up with her pitching during basketball season.
“Kylee Rossiter played a lot last year
as a sophomore,” Henry said. “She will
probably be starting for me in left field.
She’s a good batter and she has good

speed.
“Ashley Campbell has been all-league
the last couple of years (at shortstop),”
Henry said. “She had an injury during
volleyball season, so we’re taking it easy
on her as she works her way back.
“This will be Kylee Munro’s first year
on the varsity,” Henry said. “She made
the team and she’ll be playing some outfield for us.
“I’m expecting a lot of big things from
Kaylee Hauck,” Henry said. “She’ll be
going to shortstop. I could play her
at any position. She will be my third
pitcher.
“Taylor Dawson played reserve ball the
last two years,” Henry said. “I brought
her up late last year and she did some
base-running for me. She’s contending to
play in the outfield for us.
“We were thinking about bringing Gracie Greene up (to the varsity) last year,”
Henry said. “But, we needed some more
leadership down on the reserve team. We
were pretty well set with the team we
had last year. She is coming back from
an injury during gymnastics season, so,

we’re taking it slow with her. She can
play any place on the infield.
“Hailey Gilpen will be alternating in
at first base,” Henry said. “She has a real
strong bat. She played reserve last year.
We kept her down so she could get more
experience.
“Krissy Ison started last year as a
sophomore,” Henry said. “She can play
infield or outfield, wherever we need her.
She’s another girl with good speed.
“Jessica Camp is our three-year allleague catcher,” Henry said. “She was
Second Team, All-District last year. She’s
a very smart young lady. She has a great
bat and is one of my leaders. She bats
around .400.
“Devan Thomas is going to play a lot
of reserve ball,” Henry said. “We’re going
to bring her up for her running ability.
“Piper Grooms is an infielder,” Henry
said. “We’re going to keep her at the
reserve level right now. We may bring
her up to expose her to the speed of the
game.
See LADY PANTHERS | 7
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That’s how we’re going to address it.
We’re starting to play like a team and we
could be dangerous when we’re playing
like a team.
“Last year, there was some outside stuff
and we didn’t have that family aspect,”
Henry said. “We’re going to work to bring
that family aspect back. We can accomplish a lot pulling together as a family.
“The first thing is, we want to be a family,” Henry said. “Our second goal is to
win the first year of the new league. We
got to the second round of the tournament last year. We beat Court House and
we got beat by Circleville in the tournament. We want to go further in the tournament this year.
“The girls want to be in the Hall of
Fame,” Henry said. “To do that, we have
to win a District championship.”

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2018 MIAMI TRACE JUNIOR-VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Kaydence Bruce, Savannah Wisecup, Devan Thomas, Hannah Miller, Madi
Swayne, Siara Eggleton, Kaylie Frazier; (standing, l-r); Zoey Grooms, Lexi Elzey, Lahni Stachler, Abi Mick, Gabby McCord, Piper Grooms, coach Chasity
Thomas; (in back, l-r); assistant coach Shawn Grooms and head coach Todd Kirkpatrick. Not pictured: Cameron Bucher.

Lady Panthers
From page 6

“Hannah Miller is a real fast kid, a good
outfielder,” Henry said. “We brought her
up at the end of the season to be with us
during the tournament.
“Shalyn Landrum is a freshman who
will be starting somewhere on the varsity,” Henry said. “She’s very athletic and
very fast.”
Joining Henry on the coaching staff
again this year will be Chris Ford.
Shawn Grooms will work with the
reserve and varsity teams.
Todd Kirkpatrick is the head coach of
the reserve team.
Chasity Thomas will work with the
reserve and varsity teams.
The number of girls interested in playing softball at Miami Trace was quite
high this year, according to Henry.
“I am very proud of the numbers this
year,” Henry said. “There are 13 on the
seventh grade team and 13 on the eighth
grade.
“We had about 14 or 16 kids that we
had to cut,” Henry said. “I don’t like saying ‘cutting’. When you have 48 or 49

show up, you can’t keep them all. I always
tell the girls to try out for the track team,
get better with softball and next year
come out and try it again.
“Kylee Munro tried out as a freshman
and was cut,” Henry said. “She tried out
last year and was cut again. She came out
this year and we all thought she deserved
to be on the varsity team. I never want to
cut a kid. I always talk to them and see if
they will play other sports.
“We’re going to start having some
camps out here in the summer for our
younger kids,” Henry said.
Henry spoke a bit about the league
opponents for Miami Trace.
“I got to meet the Jackson coach at
the coaches’ clinic,” Henry said. “He’s a
very nice guy. I’m excited to play against
them. They’re going to be good. He’s got
a lot of juniors and some seniors. Jackson
is always going to be good.
“Washington Court House, I have a lot
of respect for their coach (Randy Elzey),”
Henry said. “He’s going to be coming in
with a lot of young kids, a lot of freshmen. Randy and I get along well.
“Chillicothe should have a pretty good
team this year,” Henry said. “They always
do. I think they graduated their pitcher.
Pitching, that’s what softball’s about,

really.
“McClain has a young team, too,”
Henry said. “They’ll be in the mix, too.
“Hillsboro has a lot of young kids coming up,” Henry said.
Miami Trace has on their schedule
non-league games against: Zane Trace,
East Clinton, Fairfield Union, London,
Circleville, Minford, Greeneview, ClintonMassie, Amanda Clearcreek and Unioto.
“We kept Clinton-Massie on the schedule,” Henry said. “We have them in a
doubleheader (at Massie on April 21).
They beat us 3-2 and 2-1 last year. That’s
who won the league. They have a good
coach. We talked last year and decided
we wanted to play against each other
again this year. When you play Massie,
you’re going to go against the best.
“I don’t want to back down from
anyone and we won’t back down from
anyone,” Henry said. “I think we have a
pretty good non-league schedule.
“I tried to get us games with Madison
Plains and Wilmington, but their schedules were full,” Henry said. “I’m friends
with the coach at East Clinton. They’re
going to be good this year.
“Our motto is going to be family,”
Henry said. “We’re going to do what we
have to do to keep the team together.

Miami Trace Varsity Softball
Sat., March 24 Zane Trace A 11 a.m.
Mon., March 26 East Clinton A 5 p.m.
Sat., March 31 Fairfield Union, London H 10 a.m.
Wed., April 4
Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 6
McClain A 5 p.m.
Mon., April 9
Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 11 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 13
Washington A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 14
Circleville Invit. A 10 a.m.
Mon., April 16 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Tues., April 17 Minford H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 18 McClain H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 19 Greeneview A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 20
Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 21
C-Massie A 11 a.m.
Mon., April 23 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Tues., April 24 Amanda Clearcreek A 5:15 p.m.
Wed., April 25 Washington H 5 p.m.
Tues., May 1
Unioto A 5 p.m.
Miami Trace J-V Softball
Sat., March 24 Zane Trace H 11 a.m.
Mon., March 26 East Clinton H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 4
Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 Huntington A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 6
McClain H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 7
Circleville Invit. A 10 a.m.
Mon., April 9
Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 11 J ackson H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 12 Huntington H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 13
Washington H 5 p.m.
Mon., April 16 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Tues., April 17 Minford H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 18 McClain A 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 19 Greeneview H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 20
Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 21
C-Massie dh H 11 a.m.
Mon., April 23 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Tues., April 24 Amanda Clearcreek H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 25 Washington A 5 p.m.
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2018 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Tori Morrison, Macy Creamer, Xuexin Shi, Gretchen Ivers, Katie Seyfang, Rachael Campbell, Taylor Edwards; (second row, l-r); Hayley Lucas,
Kunkaron Adawe, Emily Powell, Isabella Vanover, Olivia Flerchinger, Alli Flumer, Anna Williams, Maddie Southward; (third row, l-r); Sayler Preston, McKenna Wilson, Shaylee McDonald, Shania Villaruel, Grace
Bapst, Kylie Pettit, Abby Arledge; (back, l-r); Lilly Litteral, Magarah Bloom, Lauren Morris, Reagan Barton, Saylor Moore, Bridget Perkins and head coach Brent Noes. Not pictured: Mackenzie Grafstrom,
Krissy Ison and Aubrey Schwartz.
OH-70037456

Best of Luck to ALL Increased interest in MT track
Spring Sport
Participants
By Ryan Carter

rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

Court House Manor

555 North Glenn Avenue, Washington C.H., OH
740.335.9290 • CourtHouseManor.com

St. Catherine’s Manor

250 Glenn Avenue, Washington C.H., OH
740.335.6391 • StCatherinesCourtHouse.com
40971415

Both the Miami Trace track and
field teams have set lofty goals for the
2018 spring sports season, according
to Brent Noes, the head coach of both
teams.
Last year, the boys were the champions of the SCOL in its final year
of existence. The girls had a strong
fourth place finish, Noes said.
Now in the Frontier Athletic Conference (FAC), the Panthers are hoping to replicate or possibly even surpass their success in the SCOL.
“There is a slight increase in the
number of participants with this
year’s team,” said Noes. “There are
currently 37 boys and 32 girls. We
will have a good mix of returners
along with a lot of youth.”
The boys must replace several key

seniors who graduated last year,
including Drake Litteral (State qualifier), Elijah Sauceda (sprints), Bull
Mossbarger (throws) and Blake Pittser (distance).
Key returners for the boys are
senior Justin Reed in hurdles, senior
Wes Seyfang in shot put/discus,
senior Noah Wiseman in sprints,
junior Jake Atwood in distance, junior
Wyatt Cory in hurdles/jumps, junior
Jotham Lewis in middle distance
and sophomores Simon DeBruin and
Henry DeBruin in the distance events
and sophomore Andrew Amore in the
long jump, high jump and pole vault.
Key returners for the girls include
senior Katie Seyfang in shot put/
discus, junior Macy Creamer in
sprints/hurdles, junior Tori Morrison in high jump/sprints, sophomore
See MT TRACK | 9
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Miami Trace Varsity Track and Field
Sat., March 24 Washington Relays A TBA
Tues., March 27 Wilm. & C-M H 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 6
Waynesville Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 10 Hillsboro H 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 13
Xenia Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 17 Adena & L-Clay H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 19 Hillsboro Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 24 McClain quad A 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 27
McClain Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 MT Invit. H 4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 8
FAC meet at Washington H.S.
5 p.m.
Thurs., May 10 FAC meet at WHS 4 p.m.
Tues., May 15 District meet at Wash. H.S.
4 p.m.
Sat., May 19
District meet at WHS 10 a.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2018 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Noah Wiseman, Malik Jackson, Brady Wallace, Justin Reed, Wes Seyfang, Dylan Murphy, Bradley
Yerian; (second row, l-r); Aaron Morris, Devin Howard, Jacob Morris, David McElwain, Cole Howland, Jake Atwood, Wyatt Cory, Josh Liff, Jarron DeBold;
(third row, l-r); Caden Bridges, Jotham Lewis, Trenton Crawford, Nick Foody, Simon DeBruin, Henry DeBruin, Andrew Amore, Todd Brown, Cole Enochs;
(back, l-r); Aiden Kingery, Zach Smith, Riley Henry, Jaden Haldeman, Caleb Brannigan, Mcale Callahan, Keegan Terry, Luke Carter, Shane Seymour and head
coach Brent Noes. Not pictured: Grant DeBruin.

From page 8

Abby Arledge in long jump/sprints,
sophomore Kylie Pettit in distance
and sophomore Sayler Preston in pole
vault.
“We are excited to watch some of
the returners surpass the success that
they had last year,” said Noes.
Some of that success included:
- Katie Seyfang finished sixth last
year in both the shot put and discus
at the state meet.
- Macy Creamer qualified to regionals in the 300 meter hurdles, finishing
in fifth place and just missing out on
a trip to State.
- Noah Wiseman and Brady Wallace
were district champions as members
of the 4 x 200 meter relay team.
- Wes Seyfang was a fifth place
finisher at regionals in discus and a
regional qualifier in shot put as well.
On the boys’ side of the FAC, Noes
said Hillsboro will provide some

tough competition. “McClain is
always tough as well and Jackson will
bring in some new competition,” he
said. “On the girls’ side, Chillicothe
and Washington Court House will be
solid as they are every year.”
The primary goal for both teams
is the same as it is every year, said
Noes, to compete against themselves
first.
“Each day, they should focus on
self-improvement,” he said. “We constantly stress to the athletes that they
do not need to be concerned about
the person in the lane next to them,
or the person who throws or jumps
in front of or behind them. As long
as they continue to see self-improvement, positive things will happen. It
is very encouraging for these young
athletes to see themselves become
successful through their hard work
and dedication.”
Assisting Noes in 2018 will be Jeff
Bennett, Jeff Creamer, Michelle Teis,
Samm Stroker, Brianna Mitchell and
Mike Seyfang.

• 20 Colors of Metal Rooﬁng
and Siding
• Wide Variety of Trim
• Sliding Door Parts
• Screws
• Overhead Doors
• Matching Caulk and Touch
Up Paint
• Vapor Barrier and Insulation
• Complete Pole Barn
Package
• Crinkle Cut Metal - 7 Color
Options Available!

740-998-4304
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4:30pm
Saturday by Appointment

FAX: 740-998-4307

OH-70037471

MT Track

Miami Trace Junior High Track and Field
Wed., March 28 McClain, G’view tri H 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 4
Wilmington H 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 9
Hillsboro A 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 11 C-Massie Relays A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 19 C-Massie Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 23 Washington A 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 25 McClain Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 30 FAC Meet at Wash. H.S.
4:30 p.m.

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628

www.BuckeyeMetalRoofing.com
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2018 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Cody Riley, Adrian Butterbaugh, Brandon Underwood, Nick Geiler, Chris Conger, Caleb Rice, Kameron Morris; (second row, l-r); Bryce Coy,
Trent Langley, Conner Lane, Sam Willis, Dillon Steward, Connor Frederick, Gavin Meyers; (third row, l-r); Shlok Shah, Jameson McCane, Trevor Minyo, Ashton Moore; (back, l-r); Jordan Rohrer, Levi Hites, Logan
Rhoades, Reilly Downing, Gabe Pickerill, Preston Hines, Daniel Roberts. Not pictured: Sterling Smith, Dakota Weikle, head coach Colt Harrington, assistant coach Tim Walters.

Harrington hopeful for WHS Boys Track
By Martin Graham

mgraham@aimmediamidwest.com

Coach Colt Harrington returns as
the head Washington High School boys
track coach for his fourth year in a row.
“It’s a good feeling,” Harrington
said about returning for his fifth year
overall to the WHS track program. “I
think you finally start to figure out
how things are done. You finally get to
a point where you start learning stuff,
figuring out who should go where.
A lot of these kids have been around
for three or four years in the program
and you get to know them. It is really
nice as a coach to see these kids grow
and be able to improve each and every
year.”
Harrington, who has been the head

coach for some of these athletes since
they have started high school, said he
is looking forward to a competitive
season in the new Frontier Athletic
Conference (FAC). According to Harrington, he has several seniors he is
expecting will contribute to the team.
“Caleb Rice, Chris Conger, Brandon
Underwood, Adrian Butterbaugh and
Cody Riley are my seniors, if I haven’t
forgotten anyone,” Harrington said.
“You definitely see a lot of these kids
who really grow. You get to see some
of the success later in their careers that
they wanted early on. Brandon was
one, he won the league in the 800 last
year, and that was some success that
we knew he was capable of, it is just
awesome to see him fulfill that.
“Caleb won the 110-meter hurdles

in the league last year and he also won
the district at 110, but fell just short
of state, so we think this year he has
another great shot.”
Butterbaugh, a participant in throwing events, has been a consistent force
on the team, but in the past has faced
injuries and is looking to be battling
more this year. Harrington said they
are hopeful for him, but it depends on
his health.
Riley, according to Harrington, has
been a model of consistency and will
follow orders from his coaches every
time. Harrington said Riley is an athlete who goes out and gives everything
he has for the team.
Conger is a great athlete, according
to Harrington, competing in wrestling
in his winter season. Harrington said

Conger has been a great competitor
in the 4 x 800-meter relay and thanks
to him, and some of the 800 runners,
the 4 x 8 team for Washington High
School should be strong. Overall, Harrington is impressed with his seniors
and is hopeful they will remain competitive.
“We have practiced every day for the
past couple of weeks, some of which
has been inside,” Harrington said
about the recent weather’s impact on
practices. “It depends on the day, if
its in the 30’s with the wind chill its
hard for us to get out, especially for
sprinters. We don’t want kids pulling
anything and stuff like that this early
in the season. We try to be out as
See WHS BOYS TRACK | 11
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WHS Boys Track
From page 10

much as possible though because
being inside really limits what you
can do.”
With a team of about 26, Harrington said he has a nice spread
across all of the grades at the high
school. Many juniors, sophomores
and freshmen could help the team
excel in areas while picking up
slack in others.
“We have some kids from all
grades that will definitely compete,” Harrington said. “There are
a lot of kids who are unknowns
still, but we will see what they can
do.”
Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on
Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy

Washington Varsity Track and Field
Sat., March 24 WCH Relays H 10 a.m.
Tues., March 27 Hillsboro H 4:30 p.m.
Sat., March 31 Nelsonville York Invit. A
10 a.m.
Thurs., April 5 Shawnee Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Sat., April 7
Cedarville U Invit. A 10 a.m.
Tues., April 10 McClain A 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 13
WCH Invit. H 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 17 Wilmington H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 19 Hillsboro Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 27
McClain Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 1
Lynchburg-Clay H
4:30 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 MT Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 8
FAC meet H 5 p.m.
Thurs., May 10 FAC meet H 5 p.m.
Tues., May 15 District meet H 4 p.m.
Sat., May 19
District meet H 10 a.m.
Thurs. May 24 Regional meet at
Muskingum U. 5 p.m.
Sat., May 26
Regional meet at
Muskingum U. 11:30 a.m.
Fri., June 1
State Track meet at
Ohio State
Sat., June 2
State Track meet at
Ohio State
Washington Middle School
Track and Field
Mon., March 26 Fairfield Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Wed., March 28 Hillsboro H 4 p.m.
Thurs., April 4 Jackson Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 12 WCH Invit. H 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 16 Wilmington H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 19 C-Massie Invit. A 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 25 McClain Invit. A 4:30p.m.
Mon., April 30 FAC meet H 4:30p.m.
Sat., May 5
State MS meet TBA

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2018 MIAMI TRACE TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Johnathan Allen, Adam Ginn, Brett Lewis, Matt Fender, Nathan Taylor, Ely Schritzinger; (middle, l-r); Emily
McNeal, Devin Riggs, Isaac Abare, Kody Burns, Paul Natzschka, Ryland Gardner, Brayden Jackson; (back, l-r); assistant coach Seth Leach, Caleb Perry, Jack
Ivers, Aiden Kingery, Jake Harris and Noah Kingery. Not pictured: head coach Greg Leach.

Leach new Miami Trace tennis coach
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Greg Leach is the new
coach of the Miami Trace
boys tennis team.
He takes over the program
after Mitch Augenstein
coached the Panthers in 2016
and 2017.
Last year the Panthers had
15 members on the tennis
team.
This year, that number has
risen to 18.
Seth Leach, one of four
seniors on the team last year,
returns as an assistant coach
with his father.
Leach was named First
Team, All-SCOL last year.
The Panthers had three
other seniors last year: State-

qualifier Juan Diego Navas,
Thomas Bondi and Todd
Peterson.
Navas and a senior this
year, Matt Fender, were also
First Team, All-SCOL in 2017.
Miami Trace will have a
total of seven seniors this year.
Ely Schirtzinger, Johnathan
Allen, Nathan Taylor, Adam
Ginn, Fender, Brett Lewis,
Paul Natzschka.
Schirtzinger, Fender, Ginn
and Allen are four-year members of the Panthers’ tennis
team.
“They are obviously looking forward to their senior
year here,” Leach said. “Brett
Lewis is playing for the first
time. Brett is pretty athletic,
so that should help us out.
“This is Nathan Taylor’s sec-

ond year,” Leach said. “Paul
is a foreign exchange student
and it’s obvious from watching
him play that he has played
and has had lessons.”
The Panthers have one
junior: Isaac Abare.
“Isaac has been with the
program for a couple of
years,” Leach said. “He’s
another kid who will have a
chance to contribute at the
varsity level.”
Miami Trace’s seven sophomores are: Jack Ivers, Devin
Riggs, Jake Harris, Caleb
Perry, Aiden Kingery, Ryland
Gardner and Kody Burns.
Freshmen are: Emily McNeal, Noah Kingery and Brayden
Jackson.
There are seven varsity
spots on a high school tennis

team: first, second and third
singles and first and second
doubles.
The way the line-up is set is
by having teammates play one
another to determine their
ranking.
“We’ve actually been working on that at the end of last
week and the beginning of
this week,” Leach said. The
Record-Herald spoke with
Coach Leach on Tuesday,
March 20.
“Just with the number of
seniors we have, I have a pretty good idea of who’s going
to fit in where,” Leach said.
“I will say with seven seniors,
one junior and a couple of the
sophomores, I think we have
See MT BOYS TENNIS | 13
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2018 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Hannah Patterson, Morgan Williams, Abby Tackage, Savanna Davis, Tahja Pettiford, Maddy Garrison, Tabby Woods, Alexa Harris, Diya Patel,
Kayla Welling, Jordan Montgomery; (middle, l-r); Beth Wilt, head coach Louis Reid, Hailey Snyder, coach Tim Walters, Halli Wall, McKenna Garren, Jaelyn Mason, Summer Munyon, Abi Garrison, Raven
Haithcock, Jaina Applegate, Amya Haithcock, coach Colt Harrington, Aurora Wilson, coach Taylor Alsop; (back, l-r); Samantha Sever, Rachel Palmer, Shawna Conger, Rayana Burns, Cloe Copas, Jessika Young.
Not pictured: Hannah Haithcock, Aria Marting, Jenna Hesson.

WCH girls track wants first FAC Championship
By Martin Graham

mgraham@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington High School girls
track team, with head coach Louis Reid,
is hoping to become the first Frontier
Athletic Conference league champions.
Reid, who has been the coach for the
girls for 14 years now, said this will be a
tough task though as Chillicothe only lost
about eight points total from a team that
won the league and the Washington girls
were about 15 points below the top. All
of the seniors this year have competed at
the regional competition at some point,
according to Reid, so they have post season experience.
“Senior wise this year I have Savanna
Davis, Maddy Garrison, Alexa Harris,
Jaelyn Mason and Tahja Pettiford,” Reid
said. “The great thing about this group of
seniors is that they were part of our last
league championship, which was their
freshman year, when we won our sixth
straight league title. They want to go out
on a winning note and are working to

become the first FAC league champions.”
Garrison, according to Reid, has been
to state in the 4 x 400-meter relay and
the mile. The current plan is for her to
compete in both again, but she serves
as a distance specialist for the team. He
said thanks to her cross country season,
where she made it to the state competition, she will be in great shape for the
track season.
Another great senior, Reid’s daughter
Mason, has won two pole vault league
championships and has helped the relay
team qualify for state in her freshman
year. Additionally, she has been an alternate for relays and last year she qualified
for the Regional pole vault competition.
Her goal is to make it to state in pole
vaulting.
Pettiford this year is a relay and sprint
specialist for the WHS girls track team.
Reid said she is a hard worker and will
contribute a lot to the program as she
has over the last few years. According to
Reid she has great speed and has helped

out in the 4 x 1, 4 x 2 and 4 x 4, in addition to competing at regionals.
Davis, a high jump specialist for the
team, has been in the top three with her
high jump performances over the years
and even competed at regionals in the
event. According to Reid, she is a consistent performer and is also going to be
competing in the long jump events as
well. Davis doesn’t stop there, as she is
versatile enough to also help in running
events for the team.
Finally, Reid said Harris has put in
a good four years in the program. Harris has competed in the 4 x 800-meter
relay and has been a part of some league
championships on the 4 x 8 relay team.
With her help that team has come close
to qualifying to regionals in the event.
Overall she is a really solid runner who,
Reid said, is quiet but works hard. Reid
said the seniors, coupled with the rest of
the team he has this year, are capable of
winning the league.
“We had numbers around 25 or so last

year, this year we have 36 girls,” Reid
said. “Our numbers have jumped up
tremendously. We have a large freshman
class and its the largest we have had in
a long time. The seniors have a couple
of goals this year, they want to be the
first FAC champions, they want to leave
behind a lasting legacy to help the girls
keep working hard and they want to
win the district competition as we came
second last year (Reid said they have
placed first, second or third for the past
decade).
“I am always happy to see the progression,” Reid said. “It is amazing and I
am really proud of them. I just want to
see them continue to grow, because if
you work hard here you will work hard
in life. We are all one team, one family
and we want to see them improve here
on the track and if they can do that they
will work hard everywhere else and vice
versa.”
Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on Twitter
MartiTheNewsGuy
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a group of about nine to 10 kids that
I can move around in different spots,
whether it be singles or doubles.
“We have some kids with experience,” Leach said. “We have some
kids who have taken lessons down at
Chillicothe at the Racquet Club, which
is always very helpful. I think we have a
real good balance with the experience;
just the ability to use those kids in a lot
of different spots whether it be singles
or doubles.
“I’m excited about the numbers we
have,” Leach said. “We have 18 kids
and that’s a good thing. On the minus
side, it does make it difficult, when you
look at seven positions on the varsity
overall, three singles and two doubles
teams, it makes it hard to get everyone
some varsity experience.
“Some teams do have j-v teams, so
we’ll try and fit some in there, also,”
Leach said. “Unfortunately, like a lot
of sports, you have to bide your time,
then, when you get to be a junior or
senior, when you put in the time and
work hard, you usually get an opportunity.”
Leach gave a few thoughts on the
Frontier Athletic Conference.
“Chillicothe is always good,” Leach
said. “They have the racquet club down
there, so, just from a geographic standpoint, it’s a little bit easier from them
to get in there.
“Last year, Washington Court
House had some young players,” Leach
said. “I look for them to be pretty
competitive.

GOOD LUCK
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“I don’t know much about Jackson,
with them just coming into the conference this year,” Leach said. “Hillsboro
always has some good athletes, as
well.”
Chillicothe won the SCOL last year,
going 12-0.
Miami Trace was second at 10-2, followed by Wilmington (8-4) and Washington (6-6).
Clinton-Massie was fifth at 3-9, Hillsboro was sixth at 2-10 and East Clinton
was seventh at 1-11.
“I think we have a chance to be real
competitive for the league title this
year,” Leach said. “Matt Fender had
an opportunity last year for the second
year in a row to compete at the District
level in doubles. So, he has that experience playing teams not only within the
league, but outside the league.
“I know Ely Schirtzinger works hard
also at tennis,” Leach said. “Some of
the other seniors, as well, including
Adam Ginn, have worked hard. He and
Johnathan have played doubles the last
two years, so I think they feel pretty
comfortable playing together.
“That experience, plus adding in a
few other kids who are fairly athletic,
it gives us a good opportunity in the
Frontier league this year,” Leach said.

From page 5

junior high program.
“Usually, as kids move up each year,
sometimes someone doesn’t want to
accept their role,” Smith said. “So you
start losing a few. This freshman class,
I’d say we’ll keep a majority of them. It’s a
very solid baseball class.
“The biggest difference I’ve seen from
my fifth year back to my first year is,
with the 32 or 33 we always kept, maybe
half of them played in the summer time,”
Smith said. “Of our 33 this year, I’d say
31 of 33 played a lot of summer ball. We
still have multi-sport athletes, but we’re
getting into kids who played a lot in the
summer time.
“We’ve got big numbers coming
through the program, so, that’s exciting,”
Smith said.
The coaching staff remains largely the
same.
Matt Platt is the varsity assistant coach.
“He’s a big asset for us,” Smith said.

Blue Lion Baseball

Miami Trace Boys Tennis
Tues., March 27 Hillsboro H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., March 29 Jackson A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 Chillicothe A 4:30 p.m.
Sat., April 7
Logan Elm Invit. A 10 a.m.
Tues., April 10 Washington A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 12 Unioto H 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 17 Hillsboro A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 19 Jackson H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 26 Chillicothe H 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 27
Unioto A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 1
Washington H 4:30 p.m.

From page 3
going to use that to our advantage,”
Schwartz said. “Our outfield is going to
be really fast, so, we should be able to
catch balls in the gap, or cut them off.
“Our question mark is going to be hitting,” Schwartz said. “We’ve got some
guys with varsity experience and they’ve
hit the ball at times. We just have to be
a little bit more consistent at the plate.

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS &
WASHINGTON BLUE LIONS ATHLETES

”Lee Layman he relates well to the
kids,” Smith said. “He does a tremendous
job.
“Chris Taylor is back for his second
year,” Smith said. “He used to coach with
me in at Court House. He knows how I
teach and what we look for.
“Brian Yeazel is the j-v coach again,
along with Bobby Gentry,” Smith said.
“We’re hoping to have Caleb McKinney
back with us.”
Miami Trace’s non-league schedule
includes: Xenia Christian, Madison
Plains, Hilliard Bradley, Amanda Clearcreek, Greeneview, Westfall, Graham,
Eastern Brown, Xenia, Dayton Meadowdale, Union County (Ind.), Unioto and
Piketon.
“Right now, we’re working with this
group, trying to mesh this new group
with some good senior leaders,” Smith
said. “Our job is to get better each day.
Our first goal is to win the league. Another goal is to win the Sectional and win a
District championship. We want to get
back to the District and win the District
this year.”

Especially situational hitting. We didn’t
do a good job of that in our first scrimmage. We’re going to focus on moving
runners over. We have to do a better job
of swinging at good pitches when we’re
ahead in the count.
“We’ve got potential and I’m looking forward to seeing how we progress
through the year,” Schwartz said. “We
want to be the first FAC champions in
baseball and we want to get to Athens
and play for a District championship.”

Jim & Mark Chrisman
Owners
1020 E. Market St.
Washington C.H., OH 43160

740-335-2620

Conditioning

• BROYHILL
• LA-Z-BOY
• ENGLAND
• RIVERSIDE
495-5181
• FLEXSTEEL
• SERTA
• G.E. APPLIANCE
• LANE
1-800-870-KIRK
Mon.,Wed., Thurs. • 8:30 am - 9 pm • Tues., Fri., Sat. • 8:30 am - 5 pm

OH-70037473

OH-70037483

9 West Front Street
New Holland, Ohio

Good Luck To All Athletes
For Washington C.H.
& Miami Trace!

www.chrismanh2o.com
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All or nothing: Indians aiming to end 70-year Series drought
CLEVELAND (AP) — For any other team, a historic 22-game winning streak, 102 victories, second
straight division title and playoff appearance would be
worth celebrating.
Not the Cleveland Indians, who remain unsatisfied,
yet undeterred after consecutive postseason collapses.
“We’re going after it, man,” said dazzling All-Star
shortstop Francisco Lindor. “We want to win. We’re
not backing down from anything.”
The Indians have spent the past two postseasons in
lamenting what might have been.
One year after blowing a 3-1 lead and losing the
World Series in seven games, they squandered a 2-0
advantage last October to the New York Yankees and
again fell short of delivering a championship to Cleveland for the first time since 1948.
Maybe this is the year they end the majors’ longest
title drought.
With Cy Young winner Corey Kluber at the top of
perhaps baseball’s deepest starting rotation, and in
Lindor, one of the game’s transcendent talents, the
Indians are certain to be in the mix to finally win it all
in 2018.
There are questions about left fielder Michael Brantley’s health, whether the bullpen can withstand two
significant losses and replacing Carlos Santana and
Jay Bruce’s offensive output, but Cleveland appears
unequaled in the AL Central and ready to challenge
the Astros and Yankees for league supremacy.
The Indians’ window of opportunity isn’t closing,
but they know it won’t stay open forever.
BEST CASE:
Brantley, who has played in only 101 games since
2015, and second baseman Jason Kipnis (he battled

injuries throughout 2017) stay healthy and return to
All-Star form. The Indians lock up the Central midway
through September, allowing manager Terry Francona
to rest his starters and set up his pitching plans for
October. The club, which has twice lost World Series
Game 7s in the past 21 years, ends seven decades of
frustration and Cleveland celebrates only the city’s second major professional sports title since 1964.

CENTRAL CASTING:
Cleveland dominated its division last season with a
50-26 record — the club’s most intra-division wins best
since 1994. During the Indians’ AL record 22-game
winning streak, they reeled off 15 straight victories
inside the Central.
This season, the Indians will play 13 of their final 16
games against division opponents.

WORST CASE:
Injuries mount, the departures of rubber-armed
reliever Bryan Shaw, Santana and Bruce hurt more
than expected and the Twins, White Sox, Royals or
Tigers come out of nowhere and dethrone the Indians.

UP IN ARMS:
Kluber might be the staff’s ace, but he’s hardly the
only pitching star.
Carlos Carrasco went 18-6 last season and established himself as one of the AL’s most feared righthanders. Trevor Bauer finally matched his potential
with performance and won 17 games, going 10-1 over
his final 13 starts. Danny Salazar recovered from a
slow start and struck out 145 in 103 innings. And
27-year-old right-hander Mike Clevinger emerged as a
possible future All-Star, going 12-6 with a 3.11 ERA.
Shaw was a workhorse for Francona, pitching in at
least 74 games in each of the past four seasons. He’ll
be missed, but with closer Cody Allen and elite, lateinning lefty Andrew Miller, the Indians still have the
pieces to shorten any game.

OVER YONDER:
Cleveland had a relatively quiet offseason, electing
to ride with its talented core players rather than overspending on free agents and trying to keep up with the
Yankees and others.
The biggest addition was first baseman Yonder
Alonso, who reached career-highs in homers (28) and
RBIs (67) and made his first All-Star team after modifying his swing. Before last season, Alonso had not
hit more than nine homers in a season. When Santana
signed with Philadelphia, the Indians targeted Alonso,
who signed a two-year, $16 million contract and made
quite an impression by homering in his first at-bat this
spring.
“This team has a winning attitude,” he said. “That’s
why I signed here. It’s a bunch of good guys, a group
that’s been together for a long time. It is a group that
knows where they’re headed every single day. They
have inspired me.”

GOODBYE CHIEF:
This will be the final season the Indians will have
the contentious Chief Wahoo logo on their caps and
uniforms. The polarizing symbol first appeared on the
team’s uniforms in 1948 — the last time Cleveland
won the World Series — but the club has decided
it’s no longer appropriate. However, the Indians will
continue to sell merchandise featuring the cartoonish
caricature in Northeast Ohio.

Lorenzo Cain, Christian Yelich boost Brewers with glove, bat
MILWAUKEE (AP) — The Milwaukee Brewers’ pitching could
improve this year better because
of two new bats in the lineup: Outfielders Lorenzo Cain and Christian
Yelich are just as capable of changing
games with their gloves, too.
Think fewer bloopers dropping in
for hits, or a hard liner into the gap
cut off in time to prevent extra bases.
Any edge will help the Brewers in

what should be a competitive race in
the NL Central.
“We had a great outfield before; I
know I benefited from it, too,” starter
Zach Davies said. “But it’s shoring up
spots that the front office wanted to.
Both guys are great defensively.”
The offseason acquisitions are each
Gold Glove-winning outfielders, in
fact. Yelich arrived in a deal with the
Miami Marlins on Jan. 25, one day

before the Brewers signed former
farmhand Cain as a free agent from
the Kansas City Royals.
The additions led to speculation
that Milwaukee might deal one of
their quality outfielders to bring
in another starter, especially with
Jimmy Nelson expected to miss the
first couple months as he recovers
from shoulder surgery in September.
But general manager David Stearns

was quiet as spring training wound
down. He could have trade chips to
use later in the season, but for now, a
stockpile of outfielders and first basemen should help keep the sluggers
fresh.
Ryan Braun may be the biggest
beneficiary after being limited last
year to 104 games, batting .268 with
See MILWAUKEE | 15
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Reds rotation in focus as they try to end 90-loss streak
CINCINNATI (AP) — The disappointment
showed in manager Bryan Price’s expression and
his words. The Cincinnati Reds had just lost their
top starter during spring training for the third year
in a row, and that was only the half of it.
Not only was Anthony DeSclafani headed to the
disabled list with another oblique injury, left-hander Brandon Finnegan had to stop throwing because
of a sore forearm.
The Reds have lost 90 games and finished last
in the NL Central each of the last three seasons
as their rebuilding plods along, their worst such
streak since the 1930s. The biggest problem is the
rotation, which has been gutted by injuries the last
two years. This season is starting ominously.
“I say that with nothing but frustration for
Anthony and our club,” Price said while revealing
DeSclafani’s injury.
The injuries to DeSclafani and Finnegan left the
Reds with one healthy veteran starter as the got
ready to open the season — Homer Bailey, who
missed time each of the last four seasons because
of forearm and elbow operations. The Reds are
going to have to lean on young, unproven starters
again.
They upgraded their bullpen in the offseason by
signing right-handers Jared Hughes and David Hernandez to set up for closer Raisel Iglesias. Their

Milwaukee
From page 14

17 homers and 52 RBIs, because of
nagging injuries. Normally a left
fielder, Braun has also been playing
some first base this spring.
If Braun is comfortable enough to
play first once in a while, the move
might allow more playing time for
Domingo Santana after his 30-homer
campaign in 2017.
The outfield constants in any
scenario are Cain and Yelich, powerspeed threats who should spice up
the top of what was already a dangerous lineup. First baseman Eric
Thames and third baseman Travis
Shaw add left-handed heft to the
middle of the order.
“Our lineup has a chance to really
be special, really be a strength,”

everyday lineup is potent enough to keep them
competitive. The status of the rotation will go a
long way in deciding whether the Reds show signs
of bottoming out in their rebuilding.
“It’s been on my mind that we’re starting to get
to the point where people are tired of this stretch
of ball,” first baseman Joey Votto said. “I think
something has to start changing and going in a different direction. I’m going to do my part to aid that
change.”
Some things to watch as the Reds again try to dig out
of their hole:
VOTTO 12.0: The NL’s 2010 Most Valuable
Player had a comparable season even as the
Reds languished in last. Votto finished second
to Giancarlo Stanton by two points for the MVP
award in 2017. He batted .320 with 34 doubles,
36 homers, 100 RBIs and 134 walks. He led the
NL in on-base percentage at .454. Entering his
12th season, Votto gives Reds fans something to
appreciate on the team’s worst days.
SCOOTER’S ENCORE: A late acquisition in spring
training a year ago, Scooter Gennett had a season
for the record books. He became the 17th player
to hit four homers in a game on June 6 against the

Braun said. “It’s a good mix of righthanded and left-handed hitters, a lot
of guys who can do damage, so they
just can’t pitch around one or two
guys. … We have a chance to have a
really dynamic offense.”
Some things to know about the Brewers,
who open the season March 29 at San
Diego:
BEST CASE: After finishing a game
out of the playoffs in a surprising
2017 season, the Brewers prove it
wasn’t a fluke. They challenge the
Cubs again for NL Central supremacy
while sitting in comfortable position
to get back to the playoffs for the first
time since 2011 as a wild card.
WORST CASE: A pitching staff
without a true ace takes a step back,
especially after good seasons last year
from right-handers Davies, Nelson

Cardinals, and the only player with five hits, four
homers and 10 RBIs in a game. He hit four grand
slams during the season, joining Lou Gehrig as the
only players with four grand slams in a season and
a four-homer game. What will he do for an encore?
CHANGE OF SCENERY: Jose Peraza moves from
second base to shortstop with Zack Cozart gone
to the Angels. How well he adapts to the position
— which he played in the minors — will be a focus
early in the season.
BEST CASE: If the rotation holds together and the
bullpen is better, the Reds could flirt with .500 and
move up in the division. That would be a notable
achievement and indicate to fans that the long
rebuilding is starting to produce results. The Reds
could then add some free agents in the offseason
and try to become competitive again.
WORST CASE: Another season of sameness: the
rotation struggles, the bullpen gets worn out, the
Reds lose 90 games for the fourth year in a row,
and fans continue to lose interest. Attendance has
declined every year since 2013, hitting 1.8 million
last year. The Reds haven’t lost 90 games so many
years in a row since 1930-34, when they set the
club record of five straight.

and Chase Anderson. Standing pat at
the trade deadline, Milwaukee limps
down the stretch and is never a real
factor in the playoff race.
FOR STARTERS: Anderson draws his
first opening day assignment after a
12-4 season. Davies and free agent
signee Jhoulys Chacin (Padres)
were the other rotation locks with
Nelson sidelined to open the season.
The Brewers hope they have enough
depth to hold down the last two
spots in the rotation for now, with
candidates including left-hander
Brent Suter, along with righties
Brandon Woodruff and Junior
Guerra.
NEW FACES: Besides Cain, Yelich and
Chacin, the Brewers brought in righthander Matt Albers (Nationals) and
left-hander Boone Logan (Indians)
to fortify a bullpen headlined by

All-Star closer Corey Knebel. Albers
and promising lefty Josh Hader
figure to be the bridges to the flamethrowing Knebel. … Logan (triceps/
shoulder) and LHP Wade Miley
(groin) were hurt Wednesday during
a game against Oakland. Manager
Craig Counsell said Logan would
start the year on the disabled list.
Miley, a non-roster invitee who was
faring well in a bid for a spot in the
rotation, will be shut down for two
weeks. Counsell said general manager
David Stearns and Miley’s agent were
discussing options.
SECOND LOOK: Second base remains
the only unsettled position. The
Brewers didn’t re-sign free agent Neil
Walker, a midseason acquisition last
year, so Jonathan Villar, Eric Sogard
and utility man Hernan Perez figure
to split time at the position.
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2018 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Arianna Heath, Zoee Clay, Maddison Osborn, Annie Semler, Maddy Jenkins,
Emma Funari; (middle, l-r); Brooklyn Devenport, Corynn Chrisman, Jordan Kearns, Danika Marcum, Brooklyn Foose, Lilly Cowman; (back, l-r); head coach
Randy Elzey, assistant coach Wendy Hawk and assistant coach Rick Foose.

Youth movement for Lady Lion softball
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Last year was a down year for the
Washington Lady Blue Lion softball
program.
It’s now time, however, to turn the
page and write another chapter in the
history of the program.
The Lady Lions finished 2017 with
a record of 1-19 overall, 1-13 in the
final season of the South Central Ohio
League.
Randy Elzey returns for his fifth
season as the head coach of the Lady
Lions.
The Record-Herald caught up with
Elzey prior to a practice session in the
gymnasium at the old middle school. At
the time of the interview, the area was

experiencing some late winter blues, as
far as the temperature was concerned,
being more conducive to being indoors.
The Lady Lions were scheduled to
have their first pre-season scrimmage
the following day.
There is good news to report in that
the number of girls interested in playing softball is on the rise at Washington
High School.
For the first time since the 2015
season, Washington will have a juniorvarsity squad, populated mainly with
freshmen.
The varsity team is very young, as
well, with two seniors, one junior, four
sophomores and five freshmen.
Washington graduated three seniors
last year: Meghan Tucker, who was
First Team, All-SCOL last year, Kalee

Crowe and Ashton Carr.
Seniors this year are Maddison
Osborn and Annie Semler.
The Lady Lions have a total of five
returning players from the 2017 squad.
Those are Osborn and Semler, junior
Maddy Jenkins, and sophomores Zoee
Clay and Danika Marcum.
“Maddison Osborn was a center
fielder for us last year and played a
little second base,” Elzey said. “Annie
Semler was a left-fielder; Maddy Jenkins played a little at third and mostly
at first base; Zoee Clay was our catcher
and played third base some and Danika
Marcum played third and also caught
some for us.
“There’s definitely going to be some
shifting this year,” Elzey said. “We have
a lot of experienced underclassmen

coming in as freshmen who have played
a lot of softball over the summer with
travel ball teams.
“The thing we’ve got this year that
we haven’t had in the past is our overall
team speed is going to be much better,”
Elzey said. “And we’ve got some power
hitters to mix in with that. Speed and
power is definitely a good combination
that we look forward to being able to
capitalize on this year.
“Maddy Jenkins, she was Second
Team, all-league last year,” Elzey said.
“She was also Second Team, All-District. We’re looking for a lot of leadership out of Maddy this year.
“Of the younger players, Jordan
Kearns (sophomore) will be a pitcher
and probably play some outfield and
some first base for us,” Elzey said.
“Lilly Cowman (sophomore) will
probably be mainly behind the plate
for us this year,” Elzey said. “Danika
Marcum (sophomore) will possibly be a
back-up at catcher and third base.
“You’ll see Corynn Chrisman (freshman) probably at shortstop, third base
and in the pitcher’s circle, as well,”
Elzey said. “She’s probably our most
versatile athlete, all the way around.
“Brooklyn Devenport (freshman)
comes to us from Texas,” Elzey said.
“She’s a very good athlete. She’s also
very versatile and will also be spending
some time on the mound for us.
“We’ve been looking at multiple positions for Brooklyn Foose (freshman),”
Elzey said. “Some at first and some in
the outfield.
“Emma Funari (freshman) will be possibly at second base or in the outfield,”
Elzey said. “Arianna Heath (freshman)
will be mainly in the outfield for us.
“We are going to have three pitchers
this season,” Elzey said. “Hopefully one
of them will step up and take the leadership role in the circle. If not, we’ll pitch
by committee.
“(We have) three pitchers we’ll be putting in the circle this year,” Elzey said.
“Jordan Kearns (sophomore) did not
play for us last year, but she does play a
lot of travel ball. She’s had a lot of experience in the circle.
“The other pitchers will be Corynn
Chrisman and Brooklyn Devenport,”
Elzey said. “The unique thing is, each
of these girls have their own strength.
See LADY LION | 17
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2018 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION JUNIOR-VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ali Reeves, Hailey Penwell, Macy Miller, Destanie Leach, Myleah
Tyree, Tessa Yoakum, assistant coach Rob Miller; (back, l-r); Marcella Jones, Kelsey Inskeep, Ambria Docter, Lexi Stiffler, Kearria Marcum, Gabby
Spurlock, Anastasia Brickey. Not pictured: head coach Trevor Patton.

Lady Lions
From page 16

If one pitcher brings speed, the others
will have off-speed pitches that can be
just as effective. (None) of them throws
extremely hard, but they can move the
ball around. It may be pitcher by committee; three innings, two innings and
two innings.
“We’re going to wait and see how the
season progresses,” Elzey said. “We
want to see if one of them develops
into that No. 1 starter. At this point, we
really don’t know.”
Elzey has a new coaching staff this
season.
“I brought back Rick Foose, who
coached here for approximately 10
years,” Elzey said. “I asked him to
come back and he was more than willing to do that. Rick’s helped us out a lot
with our youth program in the past. He
and Greg Knisley have kind of spearheaded our junior high program the
last several years.
“It’s nice to see (Foose) be able to
transition back up to the varsity and
offer us some of his experience,” Elzey
said.
A 2016 Washington High School
graduate, Wendy Hawk, will be an
assistant coach this season.

“She brings a lot to the table, as far
as experience on the field,” Elzey said.
“She’s also a role model for the girls to
look up to.”
Trevor Patton will be the juniorvarsity head coach, being assisted by
Rob Miller.
“Rob has put a lot of time into our
junior high program as well,” Elzey
said.
“We ended up after tryouts keeping
27 total girls,” Elzey said. “Since then,
we’ve lost a couple, so, now we have
12 on the varsity and 13 on the j-v. We
have a few kids on the j-v that, when
they are not playing, we’ll pull them up
to the varsity. They know who they are
and they are prepared for that.
“This is by far the largest freshman
class I’ve had at Washington,” Elzey
said. “We have 15 freshmen and we
should probably have another large
class next year coming in from our
junior high program.”
Elzey spoke a bit about the new Frontier Athletic Conference, about to play
its first season of spring sports.
“As far as the league, I can see Miami
Trace being up near the top,” Elzey
said. “They have the majority of their
team back. They have an excellent
pitcher out there (Olivia Wolffe) and
their program is up at a pretty good
high peak right now.
“Jackson usually has a pretty strong

softball program, year-in and year-out,”
Elzey said. “I would say Miami Trace
and Jackson will probably be the top
two to contend.
“I know Hillsboro was down last
year,” Elzey said. “McClain, I think, has
the majority of their team back. I think
Chillicothe either graduated several last
year, or will be heavy with seniors this
year.”
In addition to two games each with
Miami Trace, McClain, Hillsboro, Jackson and Chillicothe, the Lady Lions
have a full complement of 17 nonleague games.
Washington opens on March 26
against Leesburg Fairfield.
They will also play Huntington, Ross
Southeastern, Circleville, Adena, Paint
Valley, East Clinton, Western Brown,
Clark Southeastern, Unioto, Goshen,
North Adams, Waverly and Blanchester.
“We have Circleville back on our
schedule,” Elzey said. “They are a very
good program. We’ll open with Leesburg Fairfield. They go deep into the
tournament every year.
“Obviously, as you get towards the
end of the year, non-league games will
get kicked out if we need to make up
any league games,” Elzey said. “We’re
hoping to get in everything we have
scheduled.
“Yes, we are very young this year,”

Washington Varsity Softball
Mon., March 26 Fairfield H 5 p.m.
Thurs., March 29 Huntington H 5 p.m.
Fri., March 30 Southeastern A 5 p.m.
Sat., March 31 Circleville/Adena H 11 a.m.
Tues., April 3 Paint Valley H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 4 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 East Clinton H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 6 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 7 Western Brown dh H 11 a.m.
Mon., April 9 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 11 McClain H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 12 Clark SE A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 13 Miami Trace H 5 p.m.
Mon., April 16 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 18 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Fri., April 20 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Mon., April 23 McClain A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 25 Miami Trace A 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 26 Unioto H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 28 Goshen dh A noon
Mon., April 30 North Adams A 5 p.m.
Tues., May 1 Waverly A 5 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 Adena A 5 p.m.
Fri., May 4 Blanchester A 5 p.m.
Washington J-V Softball
Fri., March 30 Southeastern H 5 p.m.
Sat., March 31 Circleville at Adena 11 a.m.
Wed., April 4 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 East Clinton A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 6 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Sat., April 7 Circleville tournament TBA
Mon., April 9 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 11 McClain A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 13 Miami Trace A 5 p.m.
Mon., April 16 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Wed., April 18 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Fri., April 20 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Mon., April 23 McClain H 5 p.m.
Wed., April 25 Miami Trace H 5 p.m.
Thurs., April 26 Unioto A 5 p.m.
Sat., April 28 Goshen dh H noon
Tues., May 1 Waverly H 5 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 Adena H 5 p.m.

Elzey said. “One thing we are not going
to do is use our youth as an excuse.
We’re going to go through some growing pains during the season. Come
tournament time, we should be well
experienced and ready to go.
“We tell them every day, it’s not about
how young you are, it’s about how you
improve each day,” Elzey said. “We’re
going to have our ups and downs,
but we’re going to learn. We want to
improve with each game and take positive things from each game.
“We’re going to make mental mistakes with our youth,” Elzey said. “But,
again, we’re not making that an excuse.
We’re just young and we’ll continue to
improve throughout the year.”
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Washington tennis team ready to compete in FAC
By Ryan Carter

rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

For their inaugural season in the
Frontier Athletic Conference (FAC), the
Washington Blue Lions tennis team has
a nice mix of strong, returning players
and an infusion of new blood.
“We lost two seniors, Kenny Upthegrove and Madalyn Wayne, who are
big losses for us,” said head coach Greg
Phipps. “Kenny was our number one
singles for two years and did a great
job. Madalyn…she was first doubles and
did a very good job playing that for us.
However, we have four boys who played
varsity a lot last year and they will step
right into those positions. Plus, we have
some promising new kids coming in.”
Seven seniors will be a part of this
year’s squad: Keiya Satoh, Jordan Behm,
Jack Luebbe, Maria Pickerill, McKenzie
Cress, Max Schroeder and Tony Kuenzli. These seniors will be joined by three

sophomores, Blaise Tayese, Grant Kuhlwein and Sam Schroeder.
“The OHSAA has a rule that if a girl
plays another sport or participates in
another activity in the fall, then that
girl can play on the boys’ tennis team,”
said Phipps. “Maria and McKenzie have
played girls’ tennis for the last three
years, but they decided to do another
activity in the fall, so this year they
came out for the boys’ team.”
In the final year of the South Central
Ohio League, the boys’ Blue Lions tennis team finished third in the league.
“Chillicothe and Wilmington were
ahead of us,” said Phipps. “Overall,
Chillicothe and Wilmington always have
very good tennis programs. But in the
FAC, we lose Wilmington and Jackson
comes in. From what I’ve gathered,
Jackson has a very good sports program
overall, so I expect they will have a good
team. Chillicothe is probably the favorite in the new FAC.”

VFW POST 3762
Always supporting our
veterans & our community.
GOD BLESS OUR

2018 Athletes
OH-70037497

335 Veterans Way, Washington C.H.

740-335-9095

Washington was expected to get an
early look at the Jackson High School
team because they were scheduled to
play on March 27.
“With our new league, there aren’t
as many schools, so we’ve had to go
out and challenge ourselves with other
non-league teams on the schedule,” said
Phipps. “So we try to play teams in our
southeast district, like in Gallia County,
Portsmouth, Logan Elm and schools like
that. We have more non-league matches
this year than we’ve ever had before.
But that’s good because it gives you a
chance to see some teams outside of the
league.”
Although not the favorite to the win
the FAC, Phipps said he expects this
year’s squad to be able to compete with
anyone.
“Jordan Behm, Jack Luebbe and Grant
Kulwein, they’re my top three….my one,
two and three singles. The order might
differ a little when they start challenging

each other, but they’re my top three,”
said Phipps. “All three of them played
last year and they will be heavy contributors for us this season.
“Right now, both of the young ladies,
Maria and McKenzie, will be playing
some doubles,” Phipps added. “And
then we have Max Schroeder and Tony
Kuenzli who will be right there in that
doubles action without a doubt.”
The Washington High School tennis
team will compete in 16 matches this
season, weather-permitting.
Phipps, who is in his 12th year of
coaching the tennis program, will once
again be joined by assistant coaches,
Glenn Price and Brian Ream.
“It’s an enjoyable group,” said Phipps.
“The assistants have done a great job
and we always enjoy coaching this team.
We have a great group of kids.”
Reach Ryan Carter at 740-313-0352 or on Twitter @
rywica
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Washington Boys Tennis
Tues., March 27 Jackson A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 3 Chillicothe A 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 4 Unioto H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 5 Hillsboro H 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 9 Gallia Academy H 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 10 Miami Trace H 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 11 Logan Elm A 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 16 Circleville A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 17 Jackson H 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 18 Waverly H 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 23 Circleville H 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 24 Chillicothe H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 26 Hillsboro A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 1 Miami Trace A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., May 3 Portsmouth A 4:30 p.m.
Mon., May 7 Sectional in Portsmouth TBA
Ryan Carter | Record-Herald

The 2018 Washington Blue Lions tennis team: (front row) McKenzie Cress, Grant Kuhlwein, Blaise Tayese, (back row) Jack Luebbe, Max Schroeder, Keiya Satoh, Jordan Behm and Tony Kuenzli. Maria Pickerill
and Sam Schroeder are not pictured.

OH-70037492

Wishing all athletes a successful season!

704 Miami Trace Road SW
Washington C.H., OH 43160
740-335-9210 • Cell 740-572-1707

OH-70037489

Garland Tiling
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Doug Marine Motors
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On Select New Vehicles

Discounts and rebates
up to $10,000.

GREAT SELECTION OF
NEW WRANGLERS

See our staff about 0% financing.
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2018 JEEP COMPASS

2017 JEEP RENEGADE

MSRP
SAVE

MSRP
SAVE

SALE PRICE

$24,530
$3,546

20,984*

$

SALE PRICE

$

$24,210
$5,110

19,100*
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2018 JEEP CHEROKEE
MSRP
SAVE

SALE PRICE

* All rebates back to dealer. Price excludes tax and title.

$26,485
$4,500

21,985*

$

1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H. • (740) 335-3700 • (937) 584-2889 • 1-800-928-2872

OH-70037329

SALES: Mon.- Thurs. 8-7, Fri. 8-6, Sat. 9-4
SERVICE & PARTS: Mon.- Fri. 8-5

Open 24/7 at

DougMarineMotors.net

