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When we at the
Record-Herald
decided to feature
our community’s first
A tribute to Fayette County
responders in this year’s
Spectrum magazine,
the task at the time
seemed a bit daunting.
The reason for my
trepidation was not because the expansive amount of work that goes
into Spectrum….we’re quite accustomed to that when it comes to this
product.
I also knew our R-H staff was more than ready for the challenge of
taking on this material. But for me personally, working at the RecordHerald for over a decade has given me the privilege to get to know
these folks and in some cases, their families. Getting to know these
individuals more closely has given me a unique perspective as to how
compassionate and courageous they really are, and must be on a daily
basis in order to excel at their respective jobs. So the challenge for me
was one of responsibility….creating a product that honors them and
provides an accurate portrayal of their many contributions.
Unless you really get to talk to them on a personal level, it’s sometimes
easy to forget the sacrifices first responders make in order to serve our
community. Unless you’ve seen some of the horrific things they’ve seen
when responding to accidents, disasters, tragedies and all types of
misfortune, it’s impossible to know how they feel.
It’s been my pleasure to watch their level of professionalism in action
day after day. When a few of them have fallen short of the higher
standard they all seek, we have also shone light on their mistakes,
which is one of our obligations. These people aren’t machines —
although sometimes it may seem that way. They have flaws like you
and I. But the amount of triumphs and lives saved far outweighs the
negative stories and sometimes blatant falsehoods you read on social
media. There will always be some who take perverse pleasure in tearing
down our law enforcement, our firefighters, our squad members, etc.
This is just an unfortunate aspect of our society.
The goal of this magazine was to do the opposite — provide readers a
glimpse into the lives of these heroic first responders and all of the good
they do for our community. I believe we accomplished that goal. We hope
all of our readers — and especially first responders — enjoy Spectrum
2018: A tribute to Fayette County First Responders.
— Ryan Carter, Record-Herald Editor

1

2 March 2018 • Record-Herald

SPECTRUM 2018

A tribute to Fayette County first responders

A HISTORY OF THE
WASHINGTON FIRE
DEPARTMENT
By Bev Mullen

For Spectrum Magazine

Washington C.H. Fire Department Chief Tom Youtz inspects one of the department’s trucks.

Ryan Carter | Record-Herald photo

Firefighting requires a passion for the job
By Bev Mullen

For Spectrum Magazine

“The fire alarm rang, the partition doors flew open, the horses
ran from their stalls and halted
under the harnesses. The harnesses, suspended overhead, dropped
down upon the four horses. They
were fastened in a twinkling and
the equipment and horses were
ready to go as soon as the driver
took his seat and the main doors
were flung open.”
Actually not much different than
what happens today. The tone
drops, and in place of horses and
harnesses, we see huge trucks
laden with hoses, axes and ladders,
and firefighters garbed in the latest
safety equipment. The overhead
doors grind open and the sirens
blare letting everyone know to
move aside…there is a fire somewhere.
We are startled by the sound,
children may plug their ears, there

may be a moment of relief (they
are going the wrong way for my
house), a moment of trepidation
(my mother’s house is that way),
but in a few short minutes, we are
back to whatever it was we were
doing before the fire engine intruded into our space.
However, the firefighters on
those trucks are in a high state of
alert. Some reading this will say,
“They knew what they were getting
into.” Others will question “the
sanity of those who run into burning buildings.”
So what is it like to be headed to
a fire? To be the first people on the
scene? To be a first responder?
The firefighters get information
from the dispatcher. Is it a home
on fire? A garage? Is it a business?
A field? Is it a bin fire? Are there
humans trapped? Or animals? Is it
a one or two story structure? Is it
an accident involving a tanker? Are
there chemicals involved or is it a
gas spill involving a tractor trailer

full of dill pickles?
Firefighters can only prepare
themselves for arriving at a fire by
running scenarios through their
heads. That means reminding
themselves that safety is of the
utmost importance: their individual
safety, the safety of their fellow
crew members and the safety of the
civilians in the structure or near
the fire.
Every house fire is different.
Every barn fire is different. The
first task is to asses that their
trucks are in a good place. Then
check that all equipment is working. Upon arrival, the firefighters
do a “walk around” to see what is
happening. If it is a structure fire
the building/ house is divided into
four sides and are labeled clockwise: A, B, C and D.
Are there other buildings nearby?
Is the fire coming through the roof?
What can they smell? What color is
the smoke? Are windows and doors
open or closed? Can they locate the

In 1833, four local men were reimbursed not
quite $10 by the City of Washington Court House
for a Babcock Fire Engine (a hand pump referred to
as “Leo”). That same year saw the construction of
the first fire engine house.
In 1834, the Babcock engine was brought up to
peak working condition and the City also paid for
10 ladders that were made for use in fighting fires.
In 1846, a City ordinance was passed making
it unlawful to deposit ashes within 10 feet of any
building. Also, the fire marshall was ordered to
inspect every fireplace to see that they were in
proper condition.
In 1852, a new fire engine, with a hose real and
a hose carriage, was purchased and four months
later the City installed a fire cistern, holding not
less than 150 barrels of water, at the intersection of
Main and Court streets.
Sept. 11, 1871, was the day of the first major
fire within the City. It started at the L.C. Karney
Carpenter Shop. The Carpenter Shop and 10 other
businesses were destroyed before it was brought
under control. In 1875, the City replaced “Leo” with
a hand-drawn steam fire engine. “Leo” had served
the City for 42 years.
In 1877, a new fire department seal was approved
and five dozen pair of pants, at a cost of $5 each,
were purchased by the City. It is believed they were
made of a material similar to canvas.
In the beginning days of the City of Washington,
there were public wells and water was pumped
into buckets and carried to the building on fire.
After the installation of City water, hoses were
used. The first “fire company“ was organized in
1872, and faced Fayette Street. It was located on
the north corner of the current police parking lot.
The equipment was hand-drawn at first, then horse
drawn.
In December 1911, a fire which started in
the basement of Stutson’s Department Store
burned out most of the western side of the block
between East and Court streets on South Main
Street. Steam engines brought in by rail-car from
Columbus helped fight the blaze. Five buildings
were destroyed by the fire: the Imperial Hotel,
the Judy Building, Stutson’s Department Store,
the Fayette County Hardware and Dahl Millikan
Wholesale.
The first motorized fire engine was purchased in
1913. It was a Model A Ahrens Fox.
Down Through the Golden Years by B.E.Kelley
As I Remember by May Duffee
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fire? Is it in the back, the front,
the attic, the basement? This
“walk around” is done quickly,
and conclusions are based on
hours and hours of training.
A basic training firefighter
school is at least 240 hours.
Bear in mind, however, that
most of that training consists
of controlled fires. Each shift at
the Washington C.H. City Firehouse consists of four firefighters: three full-time and one parttime. They work 24 hours on
duty and 48 hours off. Starting
in April 2018, all firefighters
will be full-time employees.
There are two trucks that
race to each fire. One is a
tanker/pumper and the other is
a tower truck.
Firefighters in Fayette
County face the same dangers
big city stations do. However,
here in Fayette County the City
fire department covers every
school-age child. They are
responsible for the safety of all

A tribute to Fayette County first responders

school children in the county.
In larger cities there are more
departments.
Washington Fire Department
Chief Tom Youtz has spent 24
years as a firefighter.
“It’s not like what you see in
the movies or on TV. We do not
go into fires without our helmets. We do not go in with our
shirts unbuttoned, waving an ax
in the air,” said Youtz. “That’s
Hollywood stuff. In a real fire,
you cannot see, the air is toxic.
That’s why we stay low and feel
our way through. We often train
with tape over our visors.
“We enforce building codes,
we like to have input on replacing or installing new sprinkler
systems. We will even help with
placement of smoke detectors
in your home.”
There is a pause and with
eyes staring directly at this
writer he said, “Remember,
most of the fire codes that are
on the books today is because

Record-Herald • March 2018

All first responders in the
county, including dispatchers,
have access to mental health
professionals who will be available to help first responders
talk through what they just
experienced.
Firefighters, due to the
amount of time they spend
together and due to the stress
of their jobs, end up being a
fairly tight family. Not everyone
understands the passion for
the job. Sometimes even the
real family has difficulty with
the job. This is true in all first
Ryan Carter | Record-Herald photo responder positions. Not only
The weight room at the Washington Fire Department helps firefighters stay do firefighter families have each
physically fit and strong, which is a tremendous asset when they respond to a
other for support, there are also
scene.
websites available to help famiis also a fully outfitted physical lies better understand how they
someone died in a fire.”
can help their responder and
fitness room in the basement
There is monthly training
along with showers and a wash- themselves.
held at the firehouse. The
There are rewards to serving
er/dryer.
training might be on grain bin
On occasion there are deaths the community as firefighters.
collapses, hazmat incidents, or
The Chief shares: “When you
during a call. As with most
high-rise training. There are
people, any death is devastating hand a framed photo of a family
also mandated state run seminars and training classes. There and kids are the hardest.
See PASSION | 5
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Technology has changed, but much of firefighting has remained the same
By Lt. Martin Rennison

Washington C.H. Fire Department

I was hired on at the Washington
Court House Fire Department February
1993. In June of the same year, I graduated the Ohio Fire Academy and was
then assigned to “A” shift under Captain Pat Denen.
Looking back I think the mid 1990’s
were more of a continuation of the
previous decades as new technology,
capabilities and procedures were still in
the future. In 1993, fire engines were
still powered by Detroit Diesels, aerial
ladders were manually-controlled, and
wood ladders were almost a thing of the
past.
The pump operator was a seasoned
firefighter who had proved his ability
to be depended upon. Extensive hours
of training were required before a new
pump operator was approved to operate a pump on a fire scene. As a new
firefighter, I had to learn all the streets
within the City and all the Union Township roads as this was in our district,
endless studying of maps and driving
was required to learn our area.
After about two years of service, I
thought I had learned the streets and
was always eager to demonstrate my
knowledge, only to learn that now I was
expected to learn where all the blocks
were split by which numbers. The Captain and the veteran firefighters would
tell me we will then start on learning
where all the sprinkler hook-ups are
located, then the industrial fire pumps,
and on and on. So many details. I never
thought it would end….and it didn’t. I
would never stop learning the streets.
I learned quickly that firefighting is
dirty, labor intensive work, and no one
is encouraging you along. I was expected to carry my own weight and prove
myself at every fire that I was worthy of
being a Washington Court House firefighter. All I wanted was the old-timers
to say “good job tonight” once back in
the firehouse kitchen to know that I had
done OK.
While occasional fires make the
headlines, a lot of what we do mostly
goes on unnoticed within the City.
Once hose is being rolled up and the

Merriweather fire 1944. This building is now
Fayette Carpet on W. Market St.

in the right direction to extinguish it.
There was no way to see until thermal
Photos courtesy of Scott Monroe and Martin Rennison imaging was developed, much like
Moore’s Dream House fire 1951. This was located next to the skating rink on Old 22 W.
night vision for the military.
Thermal imaging cameras allow firefighters to see “through” smoke by the
different temperatures of objects being
Firefighting tactics in the 1990’s
spectators have gone back inside, it is
displayed as an image, in a hot fire
had changed little from the decades’
a most peculiar situation to have witprevious. Breathing apparatus were in people show up as cool objects. While
nessed where a family have had their
common use and the turnout gear had thermal imaging was developed in the
lives turned upside down. Only hours
1980’s, it was big, bulky and expensive.
improved from the days of long coats
before it would have been the furthest
In the 1990’s it was still very expensive
thing from their minds. No one expects and long boots, but the tactics were
and had limited mobility due to large
the same. To extinguish a fire, hoses
to have a fire. Families may now be
have to be blindly dragged into a struc- batteries, etc.
out of their home and dependent upon
By 2003, thermal imaging cameras
ture to reach the seat of the fire. The
the goodwill of our community to help
became
a reality for the Washington
them along, whether it is family, neigh- walls and ceilings were then opened up
Court House Fire Department. These
to find the fire that was hidden in the
bors or the Red Cross.
cameras were still quite bulky and
Today our job is not only fires, while voids of the structure.
tended to be used “when needed.” In
As a firefighter, the biggest change
there is a technical and sometimes chalthe years that followed, thermal imaglenging side to rescue operations, chem- I have seen is thermal imaging caming cameras have become a standard
eras. Visibility inside a house on
ical incidents, and car accidents, some
part of the firefighter’s tool kit. Nowafire is zero due to the thick black
of the most memorable and rewarding
days we have a thermal imagining
smoke. In my early days, like every
calls are sometimes the simplest. Percamera on each fire engine, charged
firefighter before me, the only way
haps not an emergency to others but
up and ready for use by the fire attack
to find your way through a structure
a bad day for someone nonetheless. It
was by feel, whether as a search team entry team.
may be a simple electrical problem, a
Today’s firefighters can advance to
child stuck, or a flooded basement. On feeling along every wall through a
the seat of the fire much quicker than
house in order to search for possible
that day the person turned to the fire
department for help. I like to think as a occupants, or feeling the heat getting feeling their way, like our old methods.
Due to the synthetic materials in our
Washington CH firefighter, I give every- unbearable to know we were getting
homes today, there is no question that
closer to the fire and therefore going
one my best efforts.
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Passion
From page 3

Washington Court House firefighters’ training in how
to deliver large amounts of water.

member to a family and you receive their
thanks….even if that is all that is left of
their home.”
According to Chief Youtz, “We try as
much as possible to interface with the community. When we go to schools and put on
our equipment in front of the kids, they are
still scared when we move toward them.
Parents can help us by helping the children
not to fear firefighters. If your home is on
fire, you want your children to go toward
the firemen for their safety.”
According to Chief Youtz, “The biggest
help the community can give firefighters
is this: After everyone is accounted for
at the designated safe place outside the
home, when the fire engines arrive an adult
should walk to a firefighter and give that
firefighter whatever information they have
regarding the fire. You may think we are
not listening, but we are. And the information you give to us may help us get the fire
under control faster.”
As I Remember by May Duffee
Down through the Golden Years by B. E.
Kelley
Fire Department History by Lt. Jeffrey Ruth

Photos courtesy of Scott Monroe and Martin Rennison
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Washington Court
House firefighters are
in the initial stages
of preparing for a fire
attack, the hoses are
not charged and are
still being positioned.
The aggressive fire will
give the officer several
strategic and tactical
decisions to make
while the firefighters
are getting ready. The
priority is life safety,
are there people still
in the house that
is on fire that are
in need of rescue?
The house next door
will very soon catch
fire too, this is an
exposure and it will
need protected. Then
finally firefighters
have to get inside
the structure and
extinguish the fire.
These decisions made
by the officer will be
dictated by the level of
manpower available.

Providing dry cleaning
and laundry services for over
75 years.

OH-70026208

today’s fires burn much hotter and quicker than fires of
yesterday….thermal imagining
cameras allow firefighters to
operate in difficult conditions as
safely as possible. Search teams
who have to work in terribly
demanding conditions and who
know they have a very limited
window of time to possibly save
a person now routinely use thermal imaging cameras.
Only 20 years ago we were
feeling our way through a
house making sure to stay in
contact with a wall, which was
our lifeline back outside, the
same technique that has been
used for as long as firefighters
have been searching homes for
trapped occupants.
Today’s fire engines and
aerial ladders are run by
computers, carbon fiber has
replaced steel for our air tanks,
our protective clothing is
made of products I cannot pronounce, and thermal imaging
cameras have revolutionized
how we search for people and
fires. However I would like to
reassure you that not all has
changed. Our young firefighters
still have to learn the streets
from paper maps and driving,
not GPS. It still takes years.
They will then have to learn
the block numbers, then they
will have to learn sprinkler connection hook-ups, and on and
on. They will do just fine. And
our axe handles are still made
of wood.
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Despite many changes in firefighting, the message remains the same
History of Bloomingburg
fire department dates
back over 80 years
By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

The Bloomingburg Paint Marion
(BPM) Joint Fire District has only
existed in that name for close to two
decades, but the history of the department stretches back more than 80
years.
The earliest an organized fire department existed in Bloomingburg, the seat
of Paint Township in Fayette County,
was the early 1940’s, but the BPM Joint
Fire District that stands proud in the
village today has come a long way from
its humble beginnings.
Prior to the organization of a cohesive fire department, residents would
rely on each other for fire protection.
In times of need, anyone who was available would help to protect both person
and property. The process may be
quite different for BPM in 2018 but the
message remains very much the same
— protection of the community is its
highest priority.
Current fire chief Ron Huff (41 years
at BPM), assistant chief Doug Welsh
(40 years at BPM) and captain Jim
Fabin (18 years at BPM) took time to
talk with the Record-Herald about how
the years have impacted the fire department.
“The first truck they had was a Model
T Ford,” Welsh said. “At that time John
Jones was the fire chief. There may
have been others before that, but John
was the furthest one back we could
remember. It started out as the Bloomingburg Fire Department. Still, during
the time it covered Paint Township and
part of Marion. In 1950, when they put
the water system here in Bloomingburg,
is when the department really began to
organize.”
As far back as is available, the fire
department has had six chiefs in its
history. Following the service of Jones,

A purchase that has helped the department
considerably are equipment racks that have room
for the entirety of the volunteers. These allow
each firefighter to have a personalized set of
turn-out gear ready at a moment’s notice.
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Bloomingburg Paint Marion (BPM) Joint Fire District Chief Ron Huff, who has been serving 41 years at
BPM, assistant chief Doug Welsh, who has been serving 40 years at BPM, and captain Jim Fabin, who
has been 18 years at BPM, reminisced about changes in firefighting over the years.

Charles Cunningham took over as chief,
then came Archie Jackson, Stanley
Welsh for a short time, and finally Rex
Bloomer in late 1967. Huff became
the sixth when he took over as chief
in 1993 after Bloomer passed away.
Over that time, the way the department
fights fires has changed drastically,
but one of the biggest changes for the
department were the materials used in
the construction of homes and structures and how they combat them.
“When we started the department we
had a total of four air packs for 20 people,” Welsh said. “Now we have 18 air
packs. We can put nine pairs of people
in if need be. Back when we came on,
the old-timers would come out hacking, coughing, blowing black smoke
out of their nose and would hand you a
cigarette and say, ‘Here put some good
smoke in your lungs.’ That was just
the way it was. When we first started
to buy air packs they would ask why
were we buying those and called them a
waste of money.”
The men all agreed that those material changes were by far the biggest
difference they have noticed. Where

houses used to be built with just wood,
now they have many more man-made
elements that burn more quickly and
are far more deadly to be around. Without the use of an air pack, firefighters
could quickly succumb to the air around
them, and factors such as weaker
flooring can cause many issues when
responding to a structure fire.
“When Doug and I started, we didn’t
have all of the plastics and synthetics
that are available nowadays,” Huff said.
“The materials were more natural and
they didn’t effect you the way synthetics do from current building materials.
Back then you didn’t have all of that,
granted it still wasn’t good for you. You
wouldn’t dare go into a house nowadays
without an air pack. The air is so toxic.”
Another way fighting fires has
changed for BPM is their access to
water in critical situations. Around 30
years ago the department, and many
others, used a tactic called “Dump N’
Go,” where they would bring a tanker
with a thousand or more gallons to
the scene, load the fire truck, and the
tanker would return to go get additional
water to run back to the truck. Dur-

Just off of the main garage is a small room used
to purify the air and refill air packs.

ing this time, the firefighters on scene
would only have access to that initial
amount of water. The trio said that on
occasion, there would be a fire that
required so much water and they would
nearly have it extinguished, but because
they had to wait for more water they
could do nothing but watch a structure
continue to burn.
“We have the portable pond we
carry now and it holds 3,000 gallons
of water,” Welsh said. “So we can set
that up behind the engine to draft from,
unload our tankers 3,000 gallons, send
that back to town to get water and we
have an extra 3,000 sitting there with
us. It is like having an extra truck on
site. Prior to that you would only have
1,000 gallons of water before the truck
gets back. Today our mutual aide agreements, pretty much throughout the
See BLOOMINGBURG | 8
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Bloomingburg

use the same caution when purchasing
equipment while also working toward
any grants that are available to the
From page 6
department. He said the grants help
to lower the costs of more expensive
area, have changed so much. We have
gone as far as London to help with our equipment the fire department has to
grass truck on a field fire. The way they purchase. Daily equipment, such as the
turnout gear, has been factored into the
are done throughout the state means
budget so Huff knows how many pieces
there are not really any boundaries so
need to be replaced.
everyone can be covered.”
“Once in awhile someone will ruin
The BPM Joint Fire District as it is
gear,
but that isn’t very normal for us,”
known today was formed in the early
Huff
said.
2000’s. Currently, the district has 20
The fire district has also taken on
volunteers, responds to over 100 runs
other
means to be able to purchase
a year and covers not only the land and
township where Bloomingburg resides, much needed gear. Money is donated
but now provides protection for a third to the fire department as well as earned
by the firefighter’s association during
of both Marion and Madison townships. Overall the department provides events such as an annual fish fry when
services to 74-and-a-half square miles of they provide a meal to the community,
usually during the Bloomingburg Comland and thousands of residents.
“Each firefighter has a pager and the munity Days event. This money is
rolled back into the department and
Fayette County Sheriff’s Office pages
used to purchase small equipment, such
us out for a call,” Huff said. “We have
as hand tools and even a set of “Jaws
about five or six volunteers we depend
of Life,” which had been retired for a
on during the daytime hours. At night
newer set by a neighboring fire departabout everyone can cover, but we have
ment.
a few who work nights. It works out
“We are on the schedule for a truck
pretty good, but sometimes we are thin.
replacement
in 2018,” Welsh said. “We
If I am gone for instance or Jim has to
are
currently
working to get that spec’d
go away for something, that puts us one
short. So if I leave during the daytime I out. Usually the turnaround on a new
call Jim and let him know I am going to vehicle like that is nine months to a
so-in-so and Jim will do the same thing, year after the bids are received. Currently we are in the planning stages and
so we know how our coverage looks
are trying to make sure we get the right
each day.”
truck. We don’t look for a Cadillac, we
Over the years, before BPM was
are looking for something that is usable.
given a fire levy from the community,
The newest one we got was replacing
Huff said he had to be extra careful
one that was in an accident. That one
about what he spent. Since the towncost $120,000. To replace that truck
ships began supporting the BPM fire
with something from today, it would easboard with a levy, this behavior has
ily be another $120,000 added to that.”
stuck with him and he continues to
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The BPM Join Fire District received a new building from taxpayers to help continue to fight fires in
the community. The leadership of the department said they are thankful for the business owners,
taxpayers and township trustees who continue to support them and helped make a the dream of a
new building a reality.

Finally, the men said they would like
to see more involvement from younger
people, both in the district and countywide. Welsh said when he came on the
department he was just 18-years-old
and that he would love to see young
men and women dedicate time to protect their community.
“We don’t have the draw of young
people in our area that have any interest in it,” Welsh said. “You may find
one every now and then, but they are
few and far between. The last class we
had, the youngest person in it was in his
20’s. The oldest is in his 50’s.”
“I think the main thing is the time
involvement,” Huff said. “The time
and training the state requires can be a
bit much. We live in such a fast-paced

A large hall at the front of the building serves as
a multipurpose room. Training sessions, monthly
meetings and more are held at the firehouse.

world that it is becoming harder to find
someone who wants to dedicate the
time.”
Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or
on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy
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Childhood dream becomes adult reality
By Phil French

Upon graduation from Greeneview High School in 2000, he
enrolled at Wright State UniBrad French and his brother, versity. Though plenty bright
Ryan, grew up near Washingenough to have done well, his
ton C.H. and attended Miami
heart just wasn’t in it. While
Trace schools until moving to
still enrolled at WSU, he volJamestown, where they both
unteered with the Silvercreek
graduated from Greeneview
Township Fire Department in
High School.
Jamestown. Brad soon decided
While a lot of kids are briefly that the fire service was to be
fascinated with being a firehis career path — and to purfighter, Brad developed a consue it with dedication and sucsuming, enduring passion for
cess he has done!
the profession. Passing through
He was hired full-time at
town with his parents, young
the Xenia Fire Department in
Brad would “insist” on driv2002 and was hired full-time at
ing past the Washington Fire
the Dayton Fire Department
Department station on North
four years later. After a very
Fayette Street. He wanted to
rigorous training program at
see what was going on and if
Dayton’s Fire Academy, he
there were any engines parked graduated near the top of his
outside.
class and was assigned to StaFrequently, he would go to
tion #11, the busiest firehouse
the station and chat up the
in the city.
firefighters. They would kindly
He trained at Sinclair College
show him around (and onto)
to become a paramedic and
the engines and nearby equipstill maintains his high level
ment. Brad would emerge a
of medical skills. In his “spare
half hour later — beaming and time,” he also graduated from
usually carrying a couple of
the University of Cincinnati
well-used fire industry magawith a bachelor’s degree in fire
zines. Brad coveted those mag- science. With the Dayton Fire
azines and read them through
Department administration’s
until they were dog-eared.
encouragement and support,
Fast forwarding nearly 25
Brad has pursued additional
years and those magazines
technical and leadership trainhave published articles which
ing around the nation.
Brad himself has written!
In recent years, having been
OH-70029096

For Spectrum Magazine

At age 4, Brad French’s lifelong interest
in firefighting was already showing.

Lt. Brad French relaxing after a fire in downtown Dayton, 2015.

promoted to fire lieutenant in
2013, he was also selected to
serve on the board of directors
of the International Society
of Fire Service instructors
and now teaches fire-related
seminars around the country.
With his ongoing duty respon-

Courtesy photos

sibilities in Dayton and family
obligations, his scheduling is
daunting and complex.
Actually, Brad’s travel is
curtailed presently due to having been chosen as the lead
instructor of a current class of
“rookie” Dayton firefighters-

to-be. That class graduates this
coming June.
Very high in his group of
competing lieutenants, Brad
is next in line for promotion
to fire captain; he expects an
opening to occur this spring.
So, at age 35 his career engine
seems to be running on all cylinders.
Brad lives in Dayton with
his wife, Heather, children
Chase (7 years) and Elaina (6
months). By the way, Heather
is a certified police officer and
serves part-time on the University of Dayton force. She’s also
a licensed realtor with Coldwell
Banker.
One very busy family!

Family. Friends. Community.
We’re all in this together.

State Farm® has a long tradition of
being there. That’s one reason why
I’m proud to support Fayette County.
Get to a better State®.
State Farm, Bloomington,IL
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Wysong raises standard at Wayne Township Fire Department
By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

Nestled on the curves of Good Hope,
the Wayne Township Fire Department,
under the leadership of Chris Wysong,
has made strong efforts to increase its
training and its overall standards for
firefighters.
Though he cannot place the exact
date, in an article from the local paper
during the 1950’s, Wysong said he
saw the first remnants of the Wayne
Township Fire Department when it
was reported that the local trustees had
made approvals for the department.
Coupled with a few record books that
continue to hang around the firehouse
dating back to the 1960’s, it can be
assumed that the department has been
around for almost 70 years.
“The coverage area, I cannot say, if it
was just Good Hope or if it was for the
township in the beginning,” Wysong
said. “We are approximately 40 square
miles as far as Wayne Township goes.
It is very succinct as we aren’t a district
or a city. Wayne Township is Wayne
Township so there are very simple lines
as far as what the township is. You have
BPM or Pic-A-Fay that have several
different areas, as well as Washington
Court House, who has the city but also
Union Township, but we cover Wayne
Township.”
Wysong said for awhile, the fire
department covered half of Perry Township under contract, but over four years
ago this section started to be covered
by Paint Creek Joint EMS/Fire District
following a series of contracts. The
other half continues to be covered by
Concord-Green Township Volunteer
Fire Department.
“The coverage area was expanded for
awhile, but Perry wanted to see about
Paint Creek coming back in because
they are a full-time fire department and
that helps with insurance,” Wysong
said. “The run volume wasn’t too much
more with Perry in our service. We took
pride in what we did and really enjoyed
helping out the residents of Perry just
as we enjoy helping the residents in
Wayne. When we did lose that area it
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Wayne Township Fire Chief Chris Wysong and his dog, Marshall Wysong, pay an early morning visit to
the firehouse to check on equipment and trucks. Thanks to Wysong, the standard for new firefighters
in the department was raised and current firefighters were trained all at no cost to Wayne Township.

was bitter sweet, but we still mutual
aide to help Paint Creek as well as Concord Township. I wish we still had the
area, but Paint Creek is a very professional department and we work very
professionally with them.”
Chief Wysong has been in his position with the department five years
as of Feb. 13, and he said the chiefs
prior to him made great changes to the
township fire department to allow it to
continue to grow. Wysong gives them
credit for helping to form the department into what it has become and laying the groundwork for the future. He
said when he was selected as the chief,
he took a lot of pride in the announcement, but also realized the challenge
immediately. As a man who “never likes
to fail at anything,” Wysong said it was
a challenge he was ready to handle.
“I am very proud of where we are
today, within the last five years of
changes also,” Wysong said. “We have
changed the standards to a little more
than what a volunteer fire department
is expected to be. Fire training has
three levels. You have the volunteer

level, your fire one level and your fire
two level. I like to compare it, it’s like
a high school diploma versus a college
degree, but even if you complete both
though you still have experience to gain
in the field.”
In order to accomplish these levels, a
prospective firefighter will complete the
first 36 to 40 hours of volunteer training before attempting to pass the state
test to become certified. Wysong said
many guys, including himself, started
on that level of training and certification before learning hands-on at the
job. This changed recently and the new
standard for the department requires a
new prospect to complete the fire one
level of training, which is equivalent to
around 120 hours of course work.
“The reason is the 36-hour certification doesn’t even let you fight a fire as a
firefighter,” Wysong said. “As the chief
I have to sign a piece of paper that says,
‘He completed and passed the 36-hour
volunteer fire course.’ But as the chief I
do not let them fight a fire, drive a car
or attend anything that might have a
HAZMAT incident. I will make sure he

or she gets the same equivalent training
as the fire one course before they do
that.”
As a volunteer department, Wysong
said he did the math and it would take
up to five years utilizing their regular
training times to achieve those hours
for fire one. This is a lot of time to dedicate to the department and not be able
to help, so he instead offers any new
volunteers a deal. They dedicate the
time to go through the fire one training
and he will help them join the department.
“The great thing about fire one is
that it is free right now,” Wysong said.
“No fire department has to pay that
up front because the state of Ohio has
grants. When I first became chief, we
talked about it as a department and I
explained this is what I would like….I
want everyone to get to fire one. I was
still only on the volunteer level myself,
but we raised the base standard for new
volunteers to the fire one level of training and I asked everyone else to also get
that training as well. At the time, Washington Court House had just finished
a fire one course, but the only issue is,
the course was $1,300 per person. That
is quite the hit on a little fire department budget.”
Wanting to get the training for his
guys, Wysong called the Ohio Fire
Academy and asked about any grants
that could help with this task. He said
within 15 minutes he was on the phone
with Clark State, who handled the training in Fayette County. Wysong was
informed that the Ohio Department of
Commerce awarded $500,000 to fire
one training for the state.
“They said, ‘We haven’t started it
yet, everything is brand new, so we are
going to have to learn a little bit about
how it is going to work,’” Wysong said.
“Right away we had a class starting just
after the one at Court House finished to
allow anyone in the county to come and
get fire one training and not have to pay
anything up front. No books, no fees,
you just had to show up with your gear.
Since then, we have brought Clark State
in using this money every year. They
have gotten a little stricter with some
of the things….before you could go and
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The Wayne Township Fire Department is located in Good Hope directly across St. Rt. 753 from the
town hall.

have been volunteering for 18 years,
and a few others who volunteer from
other departments as well, so they have
plenty of experience. I have also raised
the standard for my officers and they
all need to attend the fire two class.
Currently myself, my officers and a few
other members have taken the fire two
course.”
To send these individuals to the
level two training, the department paid
upfront and was reimbursed with a different grant. Wysong wanted to be sure
to get some return on that investment
in another way as well, and explained
if a volunteer was willing to take a fire
two course, they must also dedicate a
few years to the department. Wysong
said to date, all money spent on fire two
courses has been reimbursed besides
the most recent, which is coming soon.
“We are not spending any money
on training here in Wayne Township,”
Wysong said. “We are utilizing every
grant to get to that level. I can be honest that it is hard to get people to want
to volunteer and dedicate that time, but
overall I am proud of the standard we
have set.”
Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or
on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy
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I could sponsor you a set of gear or you
would rent a set of gear. Now you have
to be affiliated with a fire department.”
The reason it’s become stricter is to
target those who are already with a fire
department, but could use the additional training. The course, unlike other fire
one courses, is not a transitional course,
Wysong said. The fire one class that is
offered completely covers everything
from the base training to the end of the
fire one training level and, at the time,
was taken by several members of the
Wayne Township Fire Department as
well as others who were seeking to join
the department as new members. In his
five years, Wysong said several prospective new firefighters did not pass fire
one levels and were not allowed on the
department.
“I don’t feel it is fiscally responsible
as a department to spend $900 to send
you to the 36-hour course when the
state is offering a better course, a more
in-depth course, for free,” Wysong said.
“Currently we have 13 volunteers and
I am looking to hire two more. One
guy is not certified, he is brand new,
and we are planning on getting him
into that course this spring. I have
two more members that are certified
at the 36-hour level of training who

Fully Automatic iron
and sulphur filters that
use air instead of costly
chemicals

740-335-2620
800-335-2620
Fax 740-335-1103

www.chrismanh2o.com
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Concord-Green FD celebrates 70 years of service
By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

Fayette County has a long
tradition of hard-working firefighters and there is no exception at the Concord-Green Fire
Department as they have been
proudly serving the community
for 70 years.
Based in Staunton, the
17-member Concord-Green Fire
Department, with fire chief
Ralph Stegbauer, has continually protected the families and
property of residents within
Concord, Green and, as of just a
few years ago, the western half
of Perry townships. Between
himself and his volunteers, the
fire department has easily over
100 years of combined experience in public service, with
several who have also served
decades in the department.
“The department began, from
what I have heard, in 1948 and
I have been with the fire department for 42 years,” Stegbauer
said. “We have a lot of guys
who are second and third generation firefighters where some
of them had grandfathers who
served the fire department.
Kirk Stuckey and I took training together back in 1979.”
Over time, firefighting has
changed considerably. Stegbauer said while they would
only need 36 hours of class time
for certification years ago, volunteers now need 120 hours to
be able to help the department.
He said back then the guys
would work for a few years and
would have some sort of additional training to keep them
honed on their skills. This has
also changed and now everyone
must continue to do training
throughout the year at a rate of
18 hours a year as mandated by
the state.
“A lot of us go training
together,” Stegbauer said. “The
county has a lot of training

available. The Fayette County
EMA Director, Melissa Havens
(and in the past when Fulton
Terry was in that position), has
organized training for everyone. We also will get together
and go to Wayne Township
to hold training down there.
So we train individually, we
train on our monthly meeting
night and also we have some
weekend events for additional
training. Right now (Stegbauer
pointed toward a board in the
fire department office), we have
three things up there to help
obtain the training hours. All of
these events are open and the
guys need to have 18 hours a
year or 54 hours in a three-year
period, so we do as much as we
can to help them reach their
hours.”
As the fire chief, Stegbauer
has helped to make sure the fire
department continues running,
but he gives a lot of the credit
to the trustees of the townships who have supported the
department for many years. He
said they never turn the department down for gear they need
and they are, in turn, respectful enough to not overspend.
Stegbauer said the levy for their
operations, which is actually
coming up for renewal again
next year, has passed with
around 90 percent approval and
he hopes the community continues to approve the funding. One
of his main duties is to ensure
the equipment the volunteers
use is in proper working order
and available to the department
when they need it. He said he
also has to keep up on contacts
so the community will have the
assistance it may need and vendors who provide equipment
for the department.
“Years ago we were the beneficiary to an estate,” Stegbauer
said. “A farmer that passed
away named the firefighters
as the beneficiary. We decided
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Concord-Green Fire Department Chief Ralph Stegbauer recently spoke with the Record-Herald about the fire department
and its efforts to remain up to date and fiscally conservative.

to invest that money. We have
used that for other expenses or
as a fund to help the firefighters get what they need without
costing the taxpayers any extra.
The pick-up truck we have,
when it was all said and done,
cost around $70,000. That was
for the truck, a tank, a pump,
lights, radios and all of that
stuff. That truck didn’t cost the
tax payers one penny, we paid
for that. We decided to pay for
that truck and give it to the fire
department and community.
Some people still are surprised
and ask us, ‘Wait you still have
some of that money?’”
By remaining fiscally conservative, the money from
the estate has helped pay for
many pieces of equipment
including the Jaws of Life, the
See CONCORD-GREEN | 48

The firehouse for Concord-Green Fire Department is located in Staunton within
Concord Township of Fayette County.
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The Warehouse

Life Pregnancy Center

Spirit Horse of Ohio

Destination Home

Loads of Love at The Well

CAC Transportation

Homemaker Aide

Personal Care Closet at The Well

Brick House Emergency Shelter

Community Meal at The Well
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Senior Santa

Habitat for Humanity

Heritage Memorial Food Pantry
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Rose Ave Meals and Mentoring

You can be a hero for your community!
Your generosity is what enables us to fund local
programs that are helping residents of our community.
You make the difference right here in Fayette County.
Donate Now!
United Way of Fayette County
101 E. East St.
Washington CH, OH 43160
740 335 8932
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Jefferson Fire & Rescue working to reach full-time status
By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

Jefferson Township Fire and Rescue,
commonly referred to as the Jefferson
Township Fire Department, could
very well be on its way to full-time
status with 600 to 700 runs a year, so
the group continues to make efforts to
increase training and change how its
responders assist the community.
The Jefferson Township Fire
Department was likely one of the first
departments in the county. According
to fire chief Aaron Hauer, the department had one of the first deaths in the
line of duty in Fayette County in the
early 1900’s and one of the first fire
engines. However when the current
firehouse was built in 1991, the core
thought was the volunteer department
would eventually transition into a fulltime department. Hauer said this goal
is coming closer and could come to
fruition.
“There is a lot of rich history in
the Jeffersonville fire department,”
Hauer said. “We are the second largest department in the county run-wise
and I think we have the same amount
of trucks as Washington Court House.
As of near the end of March, all but
two of my 28 man-crew will have
reached the 240-hour professional
firefighter level. This is amazing for
a volunteer fire department. Most of
these guys can work as a professional
firefighter and some even do in other
places.”
Hauer has been serving as the fire
chief since September of 2014, and he
said as the chief of any department
the efforts toward change are usually
building upon what was already in
existence. These “traditions” are a
great place to draw a base-line, but
the world of firefighting is constantly
evolving. He said nowadays, for
instance, they do not fight as many
structure fires, but are combating the
opioid epidemic with their EMS service.
“We are constantly training for that
structure fire, are constantly training
for that next car accident, and even

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photo

Jefferson Township Fire and Rescue Chief Aaron Hauer talked recently on the mentality change in the department as the volunteers continue their
training and dedicate time to the community.

now we are constantly training for
that medical emergency that is occurring more often,” Hauer said. “We
do have a satellite squad here for the
Fayette County EMS with a handful of
guys trained as EMTs and paramedics. We will have a levy coming to try
and make this a full-time EMS station.”
One thing they have tried to step
away from is the volunteer attitude
with their training, Hauer said. Over
the last few years the mentality is
being changed and the department is
stepping away from the 36 hours of
training, which Hauer said is basically

awareness, to actually dedicating time
to the department as well as fire and
rescue training. The idea is that the
more training the firefighters receive,
the greater opportunity they will have
in an emergency situation to save
lives.
“We are getting these guys used to
fires, search and rescue, and using
the new technology such as thermal
imaging cameras,” Hauer said. “The
technology now is better than it was
20 years ago. You have to constantly
evolve. There will always be those
people who say, ‘This is how we have
always done it.’ There is something to

tradition, but we are an evolving society. We don’t deal with structure fires
as much anymore because prevention
and education have been such a big
thing. Not that fire and accidents
don’t happen, but new epidemics
come and go.”
Such aspects of emergency response
have changed as State Route 35 and
Interstate 71 have grown. Hauer said
the department used to respond to a
serious accident on almost a weekly
basis and because of the construction updates, these numbers have
See JEFFERSON | 17
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Christman Award memorializes late first responder
Staff report

Clarence A. Christman Jr.
came from humble beginnings in
Washington C.H.
Growing up, he showed an
ability to perform ably in athletic
endeavors and loved sports
throughout his life.
He had help from others,
shopkeepers and businessmen, with
the tools he needed to participate in
sports.
He spent the rest of his life paying
back, as well as forward, to the
young people of the community.
As an adult with the means,
he would often help youngsters
who were just like him, eager and
interested in athletics, but often
unable to acquire even the most
modest equipment to compete in
sports.
Christman dropped out of
Washington High School in his
sophomore year and entered the U.S.

Clarence Christman and wife, Mary Lou.

Navy.
He served in the Navy for three
years during World War II. Christman
served in a submarine and was
wounded when his sub was hit by an

emily.morrison@kingthompson.com

OH-70029099
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www.oakleysign.com
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Grove ART
City, 43123
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The Ogle Team Realtor

enemy depth charge.
Upon returning to Washington C.H.
after the war, Christman married and
began a family.
As life continued on after the war,

MAKE THE
SMART MOVE

(740) 506-2402 CELL
(740) 506-2402 TEXT

p. 800-373-5330
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Christman worked for the Farm
Bureau and subsequently became the
city’s auditor and later, city manager.
The Christman Award started as
the Record-Herald award in 1969.
After Christman’s untimely death
from a heart attack after he helped to
fight a local fire, the award was soon
renamed in his honor. To this day,
Christman’s widow, Mary Lou Haines,
still keeps up with the Christman
Award and attends the program.
There is also Christman Park in
Washington C.H., named in Clarence’s
honor, located off Elm Street across
from the city water department with
Paint Creek flowing along nearby.
Since 1969, the Christman Award
has been celebrated as a way to
recognize an outstanding high school
senior who has excelled in the areas
of academics, athletics and leadership.
2018 will mark the 50th anniversary
of the Christman Award, dedicated to
a selfless man who so often put others
before self.

OH-70029085
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A testament to the Fayette County family
By Martin Graham

Sometimes these first
reponders have lost people they
know in their line of work, and
This year for Spectrum maga- other times they lost people who
zine I was tasked with reaching they did not know, but each perout to the local volunteer fire
son has had an impact on these
departments. I ended up confirefighters, even if some choose
versing with all five of
not to admit it. The work
the chiefs, and as more
these fire departments do
interviews were finished
is a testament to the famit became very apparent
ily that is Fayette County.
that nobody strays from
These public servants
their duties.
bleed, cry and breathe
All of these firefighters
Fayette County.
have sworn to protect
In a moment’s notice a
Martin
people and property in
first responder could be
Graham
any way they can. For
whisked away from their
Spectrum
some they have had to
family to come help yours
Magazine
embrace different chaland they do this without
lenges that were previwhining, without fighting
ously unforeseen as the
and without reservations,
rise of opioids and other factors as they know they could be the
have begun to impact the way
only thing between you and a
they need to implement their
catastrophe. The responders
training.
come to try and make sure a
Ever since I started to talk
family doesn’t have the worst
with the area fire departments,
day of their life and if they do,
I noticed a certain form of hero- then that victim is cared for and
ism behind the eyes of everyone assisted. Even a department
I have talked to. The responders who has 50 runs a year or less
have seen things they would
has had such a huge impact
rather not have in the moment,
on how this community stays
but afterward it seems they
together.
understand that gaining the
From monthly meetings to
experience will help them deal
weekend training to helping
with a new unique emergency in each other acquire a little bit
the future and save even more
of gear, the local fire chiefs
lives.
have always worked really well

For Spectrum Magazine

together. They understand what
it is like to be a part of a brotherhood. They know what it is
like to have each other’s backs
even if you don’t agree with
that person’s opinions.
It truly was an honor, and
perhaps even a blessing, to be
able to just chat with a few men
that I have known for only a
handful of years in a more indepth way than I ever thought
I would. I was able to experience just a small portion of how
their lives have changed due
to their commitment to serve
something much greater than
themselves.
I would like to thank each and
every fire department chief for
taking time out of their schedules and for their patience as I
tried to understand what it is
like being a firefighter without
ever being there myself. I have
been on a few scenes for some
horrible accidents and fires,
and I know that the brave first
responders were there trying
their very best despite some
really bad situations. They take
their training seriously, they
take their work seriously and,
most importantly, they take
their volunteering seriously.
Martin Graham Record-Herald reporter

Court Street
Animal Hospital

414 E. Court Street, Washington C.H., Ohio 43160
Robert G. Vanzant, D.V.M.

740-335-8555
new patients welcome

We never know when we
might need a first responder
By Michael East

For Spectrum Magazine

I have muscular
dystrophy. I often fall due
to this wasting muscle
disease and when I fall I
usually break a bone. (In
one 14-month period I
had 11 broken bones.)
On Dec. 18, 2017, I fell
in the bathroom. I was
unable to rise on my own
and my parents were
unable to lift me.
I called 911 for
assistance. Although this
proved to be a very busy
day for the EMTs, they
soon arrived and helped
me into my wheelchair.
I did not think that I
had broken any bones
and declined to visit the
emergency room. So the
EMTs left, cautioning
me that if I later decided
that I needed to go to
the ER to call them and
they would return and
transport me.
Later, I decided that
the pain in my ankles
and knee was enough
to warrant a visit to
the ER, so I called 911

again for transport to the
hospital. Meanwhile, the
Washington C.H. Fire
Department had shown
up to help with the
original lift assist. They
stayed on standby until
the EMTs arrived and
transported me to the
hospital.
After being X-rayed
at the ER, it was
determined that I had
sprained both ankles —
but luckily, no broken
bones this time!
The EMTs, the fire
department and the
hospital personnel all
acted with efficiency,
professionalism,
courtesy and kindness.
How fortunate our
community is to
have these types of
individuals to assist our
residents! I do not know
how we could have
managed without them!
None of us know
when WE might be the
one who needs them!
Let’s all vote for any tax
levy that supports this
great group of people!

SERVICES
◆ Cats and Dogs Only
◆ Animal Laser Surgery
◆ Animal Digital X-Rays
◆ Pet Wellness Visits
◆ In-House Pet Pharmacy
◆ Spaying & Neutering
◆ Pet Microchipping
◆ Pet Dental Care

◆ Vaccinations
◆ Flea and Tick
Treatments
◆ Medications
◆ Pet Ear Medications
◆ Special Pet Diets
◆ Safest Anesthesia for
Your Pet

OH-70028243
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Jefferson

together we have a great time.”
For the chief it is fulfilling when he
sees the guys getting along, especially
with the atypical personalities of the
From page 14
group. He said seeing the professionalism and brotherhood of the departdecreased dramatically. While they
ment is a fun feeling for him. These
still train for those types of accidents because I-71 and St. Rt. 35 have such a individuals are giving up birthdays,
family time, nights, weekends, sleep
high volume of traffic - training in the
department is shifting to accommodate and more. Because of this, Hauer
a broader spectrum of emergencies and becomes even more appreciative of
changing how the firefighters approach their hard work and efforts to get
along with each other.
the victims of such incidents.
“It is kind of funny, there is this
“We are putting guys through
feeling
between professional fireHAZMAT tech training because there
are a lot of chemicals that come through fighters and volunteers,” Hauer said.
“From our standpoint, we do what
the county,” Hauer said. “You are constantly preparing and trying to stay on you do in our spare time so remember
how important it is to be a volunteer.
top of things. We work at prevention
Not only am I doing the same work
and education, but fire and EMS are
that a professional, full-time fireman
reactionary and I may only ever meet
does, and I am expected to perform
you during the worst 30 minutes of
at the same proficiency as one, I also
your life. If I can make that a little betteach. Some other guys are paramedter or mitigate some of the problems,
that is what we are here for in Jefferson- ics, some are firefighters other places,
Martin Graham | Record-Herald photo
some are farmers and even funeral
ville. We are really trying to go above
The Jefferson Township Fire and Rescue firehouse is located in Jeffersonville just off the main road. A
home directors. We all live our lives,
bright new sign welcomes everyone who passes through the village.
and beyond. ‘You only need 36-hours,’
well let’s not just go the minimum, let’s but have dedicated our time and serdo that level one, now let’s do that level vice to this community.”
Hauer is continuing to hope for a fulltwo, now that guy is a professional firetime
fire department in the future. He
fighter and he knows what the standard
said the main issue is funding, as you
Corporation
is.”
would be paying salaries, but for some
Hauer emphasized that the departvolunteers in the department, they are
ment wants to do more. Instead of
ready and willing to take on the job
just putting out that fire - he knows
full-time. Grants are available to help
some people have no clue what to do
pay for these employees, but usually
from there - he wants his firefighters
the grants are on a timer. Hauer said it
to be able to help in these times of
would be hard to tell someone he could
need through their training. Even the
pay them for five years, but - because
knowledge and compassion to call the
the check would come through grants
Red Cross, to call someone’s insurance
- they may be out of a job when he no
company or just lend a hand is the top
priority for Hauer and his crew as they longer has that money to pay them.
“We just try to do the best we can
continue to change the mentality of
for
our community and the people
responding to emergencies.
that
we have kind of taken an oath to
“We have a really great group of guys
protect,” Hauer said. “Having guys go
and of course we still have our growing pains just like any other family, but through the training our guys have gone
when it comes down to it they do great through, I don’t have to micromanage
work,” Hauer said. “I know for me, my them. It is a good feeling to know, when
standpoint is like a proud father when I I listen to them, if I can’t respond to
deal with these guys. Some of the guys a call myself, twhat those guys have
are older than me but you still take it on everything under control. It is nice to
feel needed, but it is even nicer to know
as a responsibility to make sure everyone is safe. The hardest thing for me is that any one of my guys can handle any
situation.”
when we go on a run and then you get
back to the station and you sit around
and talk. The wife is always saying that Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or
Paid for by Tony Anderson For Commissioner
shouldn’t take long, but when we get
on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy

YUSA

Thank You
Fayette
County
First
Responders

Celebrating 31
years of community
involvement!
151 Jamison Road SW
Washington C.H.

OH-70027116

OH-70029111

Tony Anderson,
Commissioner

740-335-0335
www.yusa-oh.com
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Being a police officer is a ‘lifestyle’
Chief Hottinger, Lt. Lowe
discuss the Washington
Police Department

By Bev Mullen

For Spectrum Magazine

By Bev Mullen

For Spectrum Magazine

It’s a new era at the Washington Police
Department. Chief Brian Hottinger is a
30-year member of the Washington C.H.
police force and said, “Department morale is
at an all-time high.”
When asked for an explanation, Chief
Hottinger cites the influx of young officers.
“These young officers are very communityoriented. They like stopping for a few games
of basketball with the kids. They like standing at the school door and high-fiving a good
morning. Their positive outlook has had a
positive effect on all of the officers.”
To be fair, some of the old guard has
always been out in the neighborhoods. Lt.
Rusty Lowe, a policeman for 28 years, shared
that he has walked his neighborhood, “just
talking to kids, their parents, the elderly,
whoever is outside when I am walking by. I
hope the message I am sending when I am
walking the neighborhood is that the police
will be there even when no one has called for
help.”
The first organized police force in the City
of Washington began in 1831 and consisted
of five officers, including the chief. Today,
there are 22 officers and a dispatcher.
When asked about being a first responder,
the answer was quick and clear. Police officers respond to accidents, to robberies, to
fights; they stop those who are breaking the
speed limit; they return lost children and
confused elderly persons to their loved ones,
they search for stolen property so it can be
returned to its rightful owners.
“It can be the most heartfelt experience or
the worst thing imaginable all in one day,”
said Lowe. “Since we don’t know what is out
there, we are geared up for anything. That in
itself takes an emotional toll on officers. We
internalize those feelings hoping to find time

A TRIP
THROUGH
HISTORY

Photo courtesy of Bev Mullenw

Lt. Rusty Lowe has created a picture history in the hallways of the Washington Police Department.

to work through them later, but…well, that is
why officers have a high rate of divorce.
“Even when we are helping, we are not
helping. We cause people to be late to work
by helping other people during a fenderbender. It is a thankless job. We are the community fixers. We help 10 percent of the population 90 percent of the time. It is a roller
coaster-ride every eight-hour shift. No call is
ever “a just” call. Every call can quickly escalate. It can also be a frustrating job, wanting
to help more but being able to do only what
the law requires or will allow.”
Both officers agree that if you want to be
a policeman, “it is the greatest job in the
world. We get to help people all day long.
The unknown is appealing and the structure
is compelling. You are born to the job or
you’re not.”
“You learn to observe everything all the
time. It is a lifestyle.”
Unfortunately, the families of policemen
didn’t sign up for eight-hour shifts. There
have been incidents at schools: Your dad
gave my dad a ticket followed by a punch or
two. Before the washer/dryers were installed
in the new building, all kinds of bugs and
foreign matter went home with the officers.
Again, the officers point to the high rate of
divorce for policemen.
“There is no such thing as a routine

traffic stop. You cannot know their entire
life story,” Hottinger said.
During training officers learn how to
approach certain locations in ways that protect them and any by-standers.
“You learn to internalize your fears, your
training takes over,” Hottinger said. “It’s a
mental chess game for every incident. You
are collecting information every step of the
way to the point of contact, whether that is
a car, or a house, or a store.”
When asked what the public could do to
make their jobs easier, Chief Hottinger and
Lt. Lowe both responded by saying “make
your call immediately.” Don’t wait. Get to
know your neighbors. If you see something
say something. Don’t feel you are bothering
the police department. We are on duty 24/7.
It is out job to protect you. We can only do
that if you let us know what is happening.
No call is too small. Would the police knowing something make you feel better, safer?
Call!
The codicil to this last paragraph is for
us, the citizens of Washington C.H., to
remember that even with 22 police officers,
there are 14,000 residents with the city.
Calls will be prioritized.
The days of walking “the beat” have been
long gone. Or are they? Maybe it’s just that
the “beat” has changed how it looks.

Have you been
in the Washington
Police Department
recently?
It will be worth
the trip. Lt. Rusty
Lowe has created
a magnificent
picture history of
the Washington
Police Department.
It starts with “five
fierce looking,
mustached
policemen who
maintained law and
order during the
late saloon days
and the early days
of prohibition,” and
carries through with
each police chief
and his patrolmen.
There is also a
section devoted
to the police K-9
officers.
Even if you are
not a history buff,
you will find this
history through
photos a delightful
experience. Lt. Lowe
is well-versed in
the department’s
history. He is a
28-year police
veteran. Lt. Lowe
says there are still
walls to cover so he
will keep looking for
more information
and especially for
the photos.
According
to Chief Brian
Hottinger, you may
call ahead or you
may just drop in for
a tour.
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PIC-A-FAY names Desanto full-time chief

19

PIC-A-FAY
Joint Fire
District
Chief Harold
Desanto
was recently
hired into the
position after
serving as
interim chief.
Desanto
has served
the district
for over
a decade.
Under his
watch the
district has
flourished
and he said
he is hoping
to continue
to make
progress.

3 GREAT SERVICES FOR 1 LOW PR
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Oil & FilTEr ChaNgE • TirE rOTaTiON • MulTi-POiNT VEhiClE

The PIC-A-FAY Joint Fire District fire house is located in New Holland on Church Street.

Includes:
• Engine oil replacement up to 5 qts • New oil filter
• Measure tread depth/rotate four tires
• Tires/tire pressure • Windshield wipers • Exterior lamps
• Cooling system mixture/leaks • Fluid levels • Belts/hoses

DOUG MARINE MOTORS
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Open 24/7 at DougMarineMotors.net
1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H.
(740) 355-3700
SALES: Mon- Thurs 8-7, Fri 8-6, Sat 9-4
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Board of DD, Special Olympics athletes thank first responders
By Marilyn Weidman
For Spectrum Magazine

It takes a special person
to be a first responder and
the people at Fayette County
Board of DD (Developmental
Disabilities) know this.
For the last several years,
men and women from the
Fayette County Sheriff’s
Office, Washington Police
Department, Washington
Fire Department, and
Fayette County EMS have
volunteered their time and
talents to help improve skills
of the local Special Olympics
athletes. These heroes have
offered their assistance,
challenging the Dragons in
both basketball and softball.
Over the years, the
Dragons have been the
victors five times in
basketball and the first
responders zero times. In
softball, the Dragons have
brought home victories two
times and the first responders
one time.
According to Tim Stewart,
Community First and Special
Olympics coordinator, “The
Guns and Hoses team have
played a big part with the
Fayette County Dragons the
last two years. They have
always been excited for the
fundraiser basketball game

and Dime a Dog night. Caleb
McKinney has taken a huge
role in making sure the game
gets scheduled, creating flyers
and promoting these events.
The athletes for the Dragons
love the competition and
friendliness of the game. They
love the encouragement and

support from each and every
player, and look forward to
the games each year.”
On March 21, 2018, the
Dragons will again host the
Guns N Hoses team at the
Washington High School
gymnasium. Tip-off for the
JV team will be at 5:30 p.m.

Record-Herald

OH-70028753

Courtesy photo

The Guns N Hoses team vs. the Fayette County Dragons in both softball and basketball has been a big hit in the community.

and the varsity team vs the
Guns N Hoses at 7 p.m. A
performance with Zayne
Harshaw, a very talented
musician with autism, might
be the hit of the night. Zayne
performed at the 2017 Guns
N Hoses game and brought
the crowd to a standing

ovation. Tickets for this event
are $2 each and concessions
will be available.
Not only have these games
been fun competition, but
have also shown the athletes
that the officers are people
See OLYMPICS | 47
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‘Mayberry syndrome’
Fayette County Sheriff’s
Office employees strive daily
to keep a safe community
By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

taught how to do laundry, day
and night. A few inmates are sent
Courtesy photos Chief Deputy David Bivens
“We often have officer burnoutside the jail to work. Usually
Sheriff
Vernon
Stanforth
out,” said Fayette County Sheriff
long-term non-violent offenders.”
the office and is the chief finanVernon P. Stanforth. “Civilians
Stanforth points to a television
cial officer.
may think when we see a traumonitor
in his office. An inmate
“Everybody is answerable to
matic experience, it’s a death, but
is
using
a
brush to paint the bars
her on the financial side,” said
it could also be an abused and
in
a
cell.
neglected child we see, and those Stanforth. “There is no down
“We’ve got guys who paint. We
work-related stresses can be trau- time.”
clean
everyday. We’ve got guys
Chief Deputy David Bivens
matic for our officers who have to
who
are
learning to do laundry.
manages the staff and division
go out.”
We
teach
them how to do launworkloads and communication
While there is help available,
dry.
Some
of the guys who come
with the community on a day-tosome officers can’t overcome
in
here
for
an offense, they’ve
day basis.
bearing witness to a traumatic
never
done
laundry before, and
“He keeps the pulse of the comincident.
now
they
go
home and they can
munity,” said Stanforth.
“They’ll say it’s time to leave
do
laundry
now,”
said Stanforth.
On this day, Stanforth began
Sergeant Jodi Kelley
Captain Ryan McFarland
and they’ll go to work in the pri“We
teach
them
organization
and
the morning with the Fayette
vate sector,” said Stanforth.
how to do things in an organized
County Sheriff’s Office rescue
Today, Stanforth manages a
team and the Jeffersonville Town- manner and systemically.”
staff of 22 sworn peace officers
He said he sees some people
ship Fire Department rescue team
and 16 full-time civilian employwho
are overwhelmed in their
extricating a man pinned inside
ees plus part-time employees
daily
lives and he strives to teach
a truck.
who do everything from patrol,
them
daily life skills.
“I don’t have a typical day,” said
investigations, sheriffs sales, comSgt.
Matthew Weidman is the
Stanforth. “There’s no typical day
munications, filing, etc.
Fayette
County Jail Administrahere.”
One or two communication
tor.
There
are seven staff memInmates work inside the Fayette
technicians are always at work in
bers
who
work
inside the jail in
County Jail, just steps from Stanthe front lobby of the building.
addition
to
Sgt.
Weidman, said
Fayette County Sheriff’s Office forth’s office.
Stanforth.
“We work people in the jail
Administrative Sgt. Jodi Kelley
See MAYBERRY | 22
performs administrative duties in daily,” said Stanforth. “They are
Sergeant Matthew Weidman
Lieutenant Charles Wise

Robin’s Nest Flowers & Gifts
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OH-70024633

Celebrating 25 Years of Service
Owner
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We Offer Planters, Silks, Balloons, &
Unique Gifts For Weddings, Funerals,
Birthdays, or Any Occasion!

Top Floral Service In The Area!
Wire Service Available!
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JAWS OF LIFE—
GEORGE HELLENTHAL
By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

George Hellenthal was a long-term auxiliary
deputy with the Fayette County Sheriff’s Office
who led extrications on the rescue team for nearly
50 years.
“He did hundreds of extrications over almost
a 50-year period in Fayette County,” said Fayette
County Sheriff Vernon P. Stanforth. “To me he was
a true hero. I saw George work many times.”
In one car accident, Stanforth said a father and
son were killed in a car crash and both were pinned
inside the car after going left of center on a curve.
“They were dead on impact,” said Stanforth.
“I saw George manipulate the jaws of life, cradle
that child, and bring him out of that car with such
dignity. He worked with such dignity.
“He was able to to put this work into perspective
to work with dignity. He didn’t do it for show, he
demonstrated to others how to do it with dignity
and taught others, and I think it helps with their
mental health. He would do it as if the whole world
was watching when in fact nobody was really
watching — he did it with respect.”
While his professional career entailed some very
traumatic work, Stanforth said Hellenthal was able
to deal with it on an emotional level over the years,
“and it allowed him to do the work with dignity and
respect,” said Stanforth.
Hellenthal was 83-years-old by the time he left
his auxiliary position in 2017 with the sheriff’s
office.
“He was lifting weights and riding bikes in his
70s,” said Stanforth. “He ran into health problems
at 80, and I believe his family said he needed to
slow down. I was in awe. I hope that when I’m
80-years-old, I can do some of the stuff George
Hellenthal did when he was 80.”
He was dedicated. Now, without George,
Stanforth said the sheriff’s office has a new set of
men who have stepped up to fill the role.
When rescue first began, Stanforth said the
Fayette County Sheriff’s Office was the only
department around for miles that had a rescue
team. Today, the fire department has a rescue
team.
“Before the fire department had a rescue team,
the sheriff’s office was doing extrications. Our guys
are not doing it as frequently now as they once
were,” said Stanforth. “Now, they might have one
once or twice a year, where before, it was more like
30 a year. Now we call the fire department, they
do the rescue, and our rescue truck goes out as a
secondary. Sometimes the sheriff’s office rescue
team is first to arrive, or is in a remote area, or
helping to work on multiple extrications.”
It also helps, added Stanforth, that today’s
vehicles are more safely-designed.

Fayette County Sheriff’s Office employees multi-task communications and records keeping.

Mayberry
From page 21

Cpl. Matt Stegall is the assistant
jail administrator overseeing inmate
workers. Additional staff in the jail
includes two cooks in food service
who make about 300 meals a day at
an average cost of $1.75 per meal,
seven days a week, said Stanforth.
“We’ve got a really good jail staff
right now. They’re very devoted and
each one brings a strength,” said
Stanforth. “The jail staff is busier
today than they’ve ever been. Their
day starts the minute they walk in.
The minute they come through that
door, they’re off and running. When
I took office 21 years ago, I’d come
in, the night shift would bring in
reading material because they may
go three or four hours in the night.
That doesn’t happen anymore.”
Stanforth said patrol officers run
from call to call.
“When they aren’t responding to
a call they are typing up paperwork.
While their goal is to get it all done
in eight hours, sometimes that’s not
possible. The call volume is up so
much, they make call to call to call,
without stopping. There’s so much

to do,” said Stanforth.
Lt. Charlie Wise and other staff
members are in charge of court services, said Stanforth, and provide
prisoner transportation, courthouse
security, and moving inmates from
the jail to the courts.
Communications staff members
work on dispatch and record-related
work and paperwork.
“You want to be comfortable
where you are home, whether it’s
the home of your community or
your own home,” said Stanforth.
The dog warden, Bruce Denen,
assists with people who want to surrender their animal, dog adoptions,
catching stray dogs, and he also performs other duties as necessary.
Stanforth said deputy sheriff Bob
Russell is a multi-tasker in the sheriff’s office annex and keeps records
of county sex offender registrations
and concealed carry permits.
“Everybody multi-tasks here,
nobody does just one job,” said
Stanforth.
Stanforth said patrol and detective divisions were consolidated into
the operations division with Capt.
Ryan McFarland and Sgt. Ed Ward
overseeing patrol and employees in
the annex.

Courtesy photo

“McFarland and Ward work with
the day-to-day operations of patrol,
shift-to-shift coverage, and investigate reports,” said Stanforth.
The severity and nature of a
crime may require a detective to
do evidence collection like lifting
fingerprints and obtaining search
warrants.
“The detectives help the patrol
personnel and are the investigative
arm on calls that require extensive
follow-up,” said Stanforth. “It is a
constant struggle to maintain a safe
environment, but it’s a constant goal
we have to make it our little utopia,
our little Mayberry, and we know
there are people out there to destroy
that image from time to time.”
Stanforth said working as a first
responder is not just responding
when there’s a crisis like an active
shooter or car accident.
“Our first responders are first
responders 24 hours a day,” said
Stanforth, who added that he never
takes personal vacations.
When asked if there is work and
life balance as a first responder,
he said, “Yeah, it’s all balanced on
work.”
See MAYBERRY | 26
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SHERIFF HAS NEVER WANTED TO WORK ANYWHERE ELSE
By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

Hometown: Pleasant View, Ohio
Age: 61
Family: Three children. Together
with Joy, his wife, Stanforth will
celebrate 40 years of marriage in
July.
Goal: “My goal is to fight crime
and suppress evil.”
Membership: National Sheriff’s
Association, executive committee
sergeant of arms. Oversees the
conduct of the meetings and
conducts annual elections process
at national convention. Was elected
by National Sheriffs of the United
States.
Ohio Peace Officer Training
Commission (OPOTC) appointed
as commission member by former
Ohio Governor Bob Taft and in 2005
appointed by fellow commission
members as chairman.
What keeps you coming back

everyday?
“It’s an honorable rule but it’s
much broader than that. I do my
very best to ensure that I came from
the outside to become sheriff. To
me, I had something I could bring
to the job to ensure that people
are treated fairly, there’s justice for
victims, and there’s also justice for
the accused, and that it’s done by
the letter of the law and not by the
letter of man. It’s not what one group
of people wants, it’s what the law
says it is, it’s Constitutional rights
granted to everybody. I feel that my
job has entailed assuring rights for
everybody, the accused and the
victims as well.”
“They all say, I wanna make our
community a safe place to live, work,
and play, and I’ve taken that title and
called it the ‘Mayberry syndrome.’
Whether you’re here in Fayette
County for a day or a lifetime, we
want people who come here to be
safe. That’s what we’re all trying to
do as first responders. In Mayberry,

Opie can jump on his bicycle and ride
around and he’s safe. That’s how we
grew up. That’s what we’re trying
to do — not be like Mayberry, but
to have the syndrome, to be a town
that’s safe.”
What’s your most memorable TV
moment that you recall when you
think of Mayberry syndrome?
“The whole show is humanistic,
like when Opie is playing with his
slingshot and kills a bird, and realizes
life is fragile. He realizes there’s
nothing you can do to control life
and death, but you can make things
better. So, he takes little birds and he
raises them up and lets them fly off
on their own, and that’s kind of like
what we do in our communities with
our children. We raise and nurture
them and let them fly off on their
own. As first responders we see the
fragility of life.”
What’s a typical day like for you?

Stanforth said research, reading,
meetings, communication, staff
management and responses to calls
are a part of his day-to-day business
at the sheriff’s office.
“I still do my job as a law
enforcement officer regardless of
what it may take,” said Stanforth.
What’s happening today?
“The law is changing. The law is a
breathing, living entity in itself. When
the courts change, society changes,
you start seeing changes everyday,”
said Stanforth.
Stanforth said he was preparing
for changes in the law and
researching the law changes made
by the Ohio Supreme Court.
What’s new?
Recently he’s been reading the
newest issue on search and seizure
from traffic stops.
“We have to interpret it and see
if it applies to us, or is it narrow to

that court case’s specific situation?”
Reading Ohio Revised Code and
enjoys reading a pocket-sized copy of
the Constitution that he carries.
What’s the last book you read,
besides the Ohio Revised Code
Annotated?
A book on the life of President
William McKinley.
What did you do before you
were elected as Fayette County
Sheriff?
“I worked as a police officer for the
Washington Police Department in
Washington Court House.”
What do you enjoy about working,
living and playing in the Fayette
County community?
“It’s home. There’s no place I’d
rather be than home. I’ve been all
over the country and I talk to other
sheriffs. I take pride in living here. I’ve
never wanted to be anywhere else.”

At Laurel Oaks, you can be
who you were meant to be.
Be creative.

Repair, paint and customize automobiles in Automotive Collision Technology or
show your technical creativity in Digital Arts and Design or Web Applications
and Game Development.

Be constructive.

Build homes and structures using a wide range of construction skills through
Construction Technologies, Heavy Equipment Operations, or Welding.

Be caring.

Share your love of horses in Equine Science and Management, your dedication
to children in Early Childhood Education, or your interest in health through
Dental Assisting.

OH-70025415

(Interested in something else? Check out all our programs at hs.greatoaks.com)

Be successful.
Programs to prepare high school
students for careers and college.
Learn more!
Contact Bill Davis at
davisw@greatoaks.com or 937.655.5407
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McDONALD’S OF FAYETTE COUNTY AND JAMESTOWN
GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1974

SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH IN ATHLETICS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS FOR OVER 44 YEARS
LEFT (L-R):
Rebekah MilsteadMT Band Boosters
President, Nick
Epifano, Matt
Stankley-WCH
Band Director

$500 Check Presented to
Each Local School’s Scholarships

2017 MCDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT GIRLS CHAMPIONS MIAMI TRACE
— The Lady Panthers on the court at Greeneview High School following their exciting 44-42
McDonald’s Holiday Tournament championship victory over the Rams Friday, Dec. 29, 2017.
The tournament is sponsored annually by Nick Epifano, owner and operator of McDonald’s
of Fayette County and Jamestown. (front, l-r); Gracie Lovett, Victoria Fliehman, Morgan Miller,
Tanner Bryant, Zoey Grooms; (back, l-r); Aubrey Schwartz, Gracee Stewart, Aubrey McCoy,
Tori Evans, Olivia Wolffe, Becca Ratliff, Olivia Fliehman, Shay McDonald, Cassidy Lovett, Regan
Barton, Magarah Bloom, Aubrey Wood and Lena Steele.

RIGHT (L-R): David
L. Lewis MT Local
School District
Superintendent,
Nick Epifano, Tom
Bailey, WCH Local
School District
Superintendent.

$500 Check Presented to
Each Local Athletic Booster

FAYETTE CHRISTIAN
ALL TOURNAMENT
TEAM — (L to R):
Nate Fishpaw
(Wayside), Russell Barr
(Cozaddale), Ben Starry
(Cozaddale), Josh
VanGorder (Mentor),
Joshua Darwak (Mentor),
Aaron Turner (Fayette
Christian), Nicholas
Epifano (Fayette
Christian), & MAP of the
tournament Noah Gibbs
(Fayette Christian).
Not pictured: Judson
Gregory (Wayside).

LEFT: Members of
the Washington
Blue Lions football
team gathered at the
McDonald’s located
at 1401 Leesburg
Ave. Saturday, Nov.
4, 2017, to celebrate
their 43-12 win
over Miami Trace.
Washington High
School gets to keep the
McDonald’s Traveling
Trophy, sponsored by
McDonald’s owner and
operator Nick Epifano,
for a second
consecutive year.

$500 Check Presented to
Each Local Band Booster

Grand Opening
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

2017 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS, MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS
— Miami Trace won the tournament, sponsored annually by Nick Epifano, owner and operator of
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown, with a 58-53 victory over the Greeneview Rams
Saturday, Dec. 30, 2017 at the Panther Pit. (front, l-r); Abbi Pettit, Katie Chaney, Brooke Heinz,
Abby Riley, Khenadi Grubb, Alyssa Griggs; (middle, l-r); assistant coach Carlos Roberts, Austin
Mathews, Brett Lewis, Heath Cockerill, Cameron Carter, Dillon Coe, Matt Fender, Darby Tyree,
Dakota Bolton and assistant coach Tracy Tyree; (back, l-r); Wyatt Cory, Jacob Atwood, Adam
Ginn, Austin Brown and assistant coach Cory Patton. Not pictured: head coach Rob Pittser.

LEFT (L to R): Aaron
Hammond- MT
Athletic Director,
Betsy Anders-MT
Atheltic Booster
President, Mark
Bihl-WCH Athletic
Director

Congratulations to our 2017 McDonald’s
Fall Student Athlete Award Winners!

MCDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT BOYS ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM — Stuart
Weyrich, London; Spencer Ruzicka, Madison Plains; Gabe Caudill and Mason Schneider, Greeneview;
Cameron Carter and the tournament’s Most Valuable Player, Darby Tyree, of Miami Trace.
2017 McDonald’s Fayette County Championship Game

Eddy Fisher saluting the flag as it being raised
during the Grand Opening Ceremony

FOUR LOCATIONS 1401 LEESBURG AVENUE I-71 & US RT. 35 NW
TO SERVE YOU
WASHINGTON C.H.
JEFFERSONVILLE

Washington Court House marching band performing during the Grand Opening.

280 ELM STREET
WASHINGTON C.H.

102 W. WASHINGTON ST.
JAMESTOWN

2017 McDonald’s Fayette
County Championship Winners
The Washington Blue Lions

https://facebook.com/
McDonaldsFayetteCoOhio/

Fayette Memorial Hospital and McDonald’s McBreak for Breakfast

Drive-thru open
24 Hrs.
Leesburg Avenue
& Jeffersonville
Locations

Leesburg Avenue Drive-Thru Open 24 Hrs.
Join Our Team…Apply at http://tinyurl.com/managementmcd

OH-70025409

MCDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT GIRLS ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM — Kerrigan Kelley,
Madison Plains; Kaitlin Patterson, London; Faith Strickle, Greeneview; Victoria Fliehman, Miami Trace;
Frankie Fife, Greeneview and the tournament’s Most Valuable Player, Tanner Bryant of Miami Trace.

Front Row: Jerry Williams (M.T. Football), Jack Anders (M.T. Male Winner), Megan Downing
(W.C.H. Female Winner), McKenzie Riley (F.C.S. Female Winner), Jack Luebbe, (W.C.H. Male
Winner), Lane Gifford (F.C.S. Male Winner), Jordan Bernard (M.T. Female Winner). Back Row:
Nick Epifano (McDonald’s), Mark Bihl (W.C.H. Athletic Director), Elisabeth Richmond (F.C.S. Girls
Soccer), Paige Bihl (W.C.H. Girls Tennis), Aaron Teter (W.C.H. Boys Soccer), Mark Richmond
(F.C.S. Boys Soccer), Caitlin Francis (M.T. Girls Soccer), Aaron Hammond (M.T. Athletic Director).
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Mayberry
From page 22

When or if officers do experience burnout, Stanforth said group talks and one-onone counseling with a health care provider
can help officers to verbalize a work-related
stress rather than to internalize issues.
Stanforth said the sheriff’s office doesn’t
track how many of its officers seek mental health resources to aid in overcoming
work-related stresses.
Despite the stresses and the possibility of witnessing traumatic incidents on a
daily basis, Stanforth said the most important reason that keeps first responders
coming back to do their jobs everyday is
something he calls “Mayberry syndrome.”
“Every first responder wants to help create a safe environment in a livable community where it’s safe to live, work and play,”
said Stanforth. “That’s the ‘Mayberry syndrome.’ We all want to live in Mayberry.
Mayberry is an illusion, but this responsibility as first responders is not an illusion.
As first responders we strive to make this a
truly safe community in the real world.”
As first responders strive to create a
safe community overall, where children
can still walk to school, Stanforth said
that when deputies fail to recognize workrelated stresses, they will try to continue
to work.
“With every incident that occurs, we
know what the officer has experienced. We
know what they’ve dealt with. We’ll bring
them in, talk to them around a table at the
annex. If we get indicators, we tell them
what resources are available to them,” said
Stanforth.
Stanforth said that while the county
is small, the sheriff’s office has the same
responsibilities and duties as all other
counties.
“As an elected official, not an employee,
I’m answerable to the people,” said Stanforth. “They don’t expect me to take time
off. They expect me to be here.”
A slew of special deputies assist the
sheriff’s office in traffic details, work security at sporting events and special county
events, said Stanforth.
Where Stanforth’s office is today was
once the residence of past sheriffs in the
county over the decades, the last one
being Sheriff Don Thompson. Thompson
resided in the residence until 1963, said
Stanforth.
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‘THIS JOB PICKS YOU, YOU DON’T PICK IT’
Deputy on road patrol in Fayette County
‘can’t imagine doing anything else’
By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

Fayette County Sheriff’s
Office deputy Sara
Hempstead began on patrol
in 2017 and is the second
female deputy to be currently
employed at the agency.
Hometown: Logan, Ohio

What inspired you to become
a law enforcement officer?
“I think a lot of times this
job picks you, you don’t pick
it. I started being interested
in law enforcement when I
was a teenager. I got into law
enforcement for personal
reasons.”

County, I worked for the
Asheville and Circleville
police departments.”

Has there been anything that
has surprised you about the
change?
“I think the job itself is
pretty universal. There was
an adjustment from city to
county patrol.”
Ashley Bunton | Record-Herald

What complaints do you
Fayette County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Sheriff Sara Hempstead and
Fayette County Sheriff Vernon Stanforth.
investigate?
“We get calls for everything
from barking dog complaints
to burglaries.”
Circleville, where the police
How do you cope with
department had not had a
experiencing a tragedy as a
female police officer in 20
You’re the second female
first responder?
deputy on the force. Law
“I’ve had several situations years. The public wasn’t used
to dealing with a female
that were traumatic
enforcement is sometimes
How did you get started?
working there. I got to know
experiences. I’ve never
considered to be a man’s
“I began working as
the public and they got to
taken
time
off
work
or
had
profession. How do you
police dispatcher at age
know I was capable of the
counseling,
but
as
a
group
handle that?
20 at the New Lexington
job. After I was there for
“I try to hold myself to the with the EMTs, we have had
Police Department and then
awhile, a lot of that went
de-briefings.
The
de-briefing
same standards as my cobecame dispatcher for the
away. When I first started
sessions
are
essentially
Perry County Sheriff’s Office. workers.”
on the road, I had a lot of
designed so that it only
Starting out in dispatch, I
involved the people involved resisters, people didn’t want
What happens when you
think it gives you a little bit
to be arrested by a female.
in that incident. It’s a time
of an advantage over people respond to a serious
After I was there awhile and
you have to discuss the
accident?
just coming in. You know
they noticed I was going
situation and talk through
what information is available.
“Your primary objective
to be fair and wasn’t going
the situation.”
I went to the academy after
at that point is for the
to back down, a lot of that
that.”
preservation of life. The first What keeps you coming
resistance went away. It took
thing you do is check on
15 years.”
back to your job as a law
Where did you complete your your drivers and passengers enforcement officer each
and see how many patients
What do you like about
academy training?
day?
the EMS will have when the
“I went to training at
working in the Fayette
“I love what I do. I can’t
EMTs arrive. When the EMTs
Muskingum Area Technical
imagine doing anything else. County community?
arrive and start patient
College in Zanesville.”
“The community here is
Everyday is something new.
care, then that’s when you
a great community. They
It’s
different
and
it
brings
its
would start the investigatory
seem very supportive of
Why did you choose to
own challenges.”
process.”
law enforcement. I like the
work at the Fayette County
small town atmosphere even
Sheriff’s Office?
How do you overcome the
How
do
you
stay
calm?
though Washington Court
“There was a lot more
stigma of being a woman
“It can be difficult to, but
House is a larger city — it
support for growth. I’ve
the one thing you have to tell working in law enforcement? just has the laid-back feel for
always wanted to work for a
yourself is if you break down Do you ever get told that you the community.”
sheriff’s department.”
you’re not doing them any
have to prove yourself?
good. If you fall apart then
“When I first got into this
Contact Ashley at (740) 313-0355
What did you do before you
you can miss those crucial
job, I did have to prove myself or connect on Twitter by searching
came to Fayette County?
details you need to pass
to the public. I started as a
Twitter.com for @ashbunton and
“Prior to working in Fayette onto the responders.”
sending a message.
police officer on patrol in
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The knowledge to help another
Submitted by Lois J. Roads
For Spectrum Magazine

Back in the late 1990s, most life squads were run by
all volunteer staff. During that time, I spent six years as
a volunteer dispatcher. Among the volunteers were four
other Fayette Countians who worked at Greenfield Area
Life Squad.
Some evenings were very busy and some calls were
severe emergencies, sometimes fatal. At that time, our
captain was a young woman who was very committed
and caring, and did her job like the professional she was.
Following one particularly difficult run, young Captain
Kathy Kerr wrote a poem about being a life squad member. I received a copy of that poem and have kept it over
the years. When I read your request for first responder
stories, I immediately thought of Kathy’s wonderful
poem.
I spoke with Kathy and got her permission to give
you her poem. She told me that after being at Greenfield
Area Life Squad, she had volunteered with an ambulance
crew up here. She is presently a nurse.
Kathy’s poem is as follows:

Knowledge to Help Another
Life is such a fragile thing
no one truly knows
how long you have to cherish it
or when you have to go.
The job I do is hard at times
you have to be so strong
to do your best to help someone
and pray you do no wrong.
To watch a person struggle hard
for every breath they take
then have them slip away on you
will cause your heart to ache.
To hear a voice scream out for help
sends shivers through your spine
you pray for God to help you
get safely there in time.
To see a mangled car
all wrapped around a tree
wanting not to look inside

Washington Park Apartments
Move In 70028800
• 62 or Older • Handicap • Disabled
& Love
1 Bedroom Available!
Where
You Live Summit Station Apartments
1 & 2 Bedroom Available!

All applicants must submit to a credit & criminal background check.

OH-70028800

99 Summit Lane, Washington C.H., OH 43160

740-335-8169
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

for fear of what you’ll see.
To touch someone so frail and scarred
and try and ease the pain
you take their hand and comfort them
with this their trust you gain.
To have a life come back for you
and help them gain the strength
to see a loved one once again
you will go to extra length.
To see a man with a tearful smile
he thanks you for the skills you do
makes your soul feel good inside
and helps to pull you through.
The job I do, and tears I shed
to me are like no other
for what I’ve learned has given me
the knowledge to help another.
By Kathy Kerr
December 1996

Addressing the natural
resource concerns
of WCH and Fayette
County through
technical assistance
and education
programs since 1947.

740-636-0279
OH-70027936

Fayette Soil &
Water
Conservation
District
2018 PROGRAM DEADLINES:
USDA Upper Paint Creek MRBI – March 16
Seedling Tree and Native Plant Sale
– March 16
Septic System Replacement Program
– Dependent on Remaining Funding
Call for more information!

1415 US Route 22 SW, Suite 500
Washington C.H., OH 43160
Visit us on Facebook
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‘Think about it and do the right thing’
Ohio State Highway
Patrol (OSHP) has
58 posts in the state
By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

The Ohio State Highway
Patrol (OSHP) has 58 posts in
the state of Ohio.
OSHP Sgt. Rod Murphy
began working for the agency
19 years ago and began working with the Xenia Post in
2017. He completed his law
enforcement training at the
OSHP Training Academy in
Columbus, where he later
returned to teach for eight
years.
Hometown: Washington
Court House, Ohio
What is a typical day like for you?
“I’m currently assigned to
the afternoon shift so I go into
work and meet with my shift,
make sure they don’t need anything, go over whatever might
be going on in the community,
and then go out on the road
with them. It’s busy, we handle
a lot of crashes, a lot of folks
are trying to get home from
work. It seems like traffic is a
little heavier in the afternoon.”
How did you get started in law
enforcement?
“I knew in high school that I
wanted to be a state trooper. I
remember telling my teachers
that that’s what I wanted to be.
After I graduated high school,
I started working at a factory
and then eventually applied
to the state highway patrol.
It took a few months to get
started and then they accepted
me into the training academy,
and then I’ve been assigned to

various posts since then.”
The OSHP Wilmington Post has
jurisdiction in Fayette County.
Have you worked in Fayette
County with the OSHP?
“When I first graduated the
academy, I was assigned to the
Wilmington Patrol Post, which
patrols Fayette County, and I
did that for six years. Then I
transferred to the Circleville
post and I worked there for
three years. I was selected to
instruct at the training academy and I worked there for eight
years. I served at the West Jef- OSHP Sgt. Rod Murphy
ferson Post, the Wilmington
Post, and the Xenia Post as a
sergeant in Greene County.”
If you see something traumatic,
how do you handle that?
Have you ever worked as a
“We receive a lot of training
dispatcher?
and part of that is about how
“When I first started we had to handle a critical incident.
to do both at times — if there
It’s not easy but it’s something
was not a dispatcher, the troop- through our training we’re able
er had to come off the road and to handle and we have a lot of
run the radio dispatch for the
support through our Post and
shift.”
our families to cope.”

know what for sure is going to
happen when I go back to work
tomorrow, which keeps me
from becoming complacent.”
What’s new in the field?
“The technology is always
changing and improving. We
used to hand write citations
and crash reports and now
they’re all completed on a
computer and printed, and
then they’re uploaded automatically to the courts. It’s helped
make our job a little easier and
helped to make our reports
more accurate.”

Do you ever experience
stigmatization as an officer?
“I guess I behave as I always
have — I’m older now, but I
don’t act any differently than
I did before I became a state
trooper. My dad was a really
hard worker (he worked for
the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction) and
my mom was really caring. My
dad was a really hard worker in
What happens when you arrive on Do you have a motto that you use? everything that he did. I’m not
any different than I was when
a scene as a first responder?
“I kind of do, actually, and
before I became a state trooper
“Basically, we’re going to
it’s kind of weird, but I think
and I try to treat everybody
secure the scene and assist any everyone has probably heard
victims and make sure we get
this motto. I tell my guys at the the same. Like I tell my guys,
think about it and do the right
the appropriate personnel there beginning of the shift, think
that can handle the situation.
about it and do the right thing. thing.”
If there’s medical attention
That’s kind of a generic saying
required, our job is to take care but if they do that with every
How do you respond to people who
of everyone involved and to
become upset for being pulled
little thing that they do with
get them back home as soon as their shift, then at the end of
over?
possible.”
“No one wants to get pulled
the day everything will turn out
over by a state trooper today,
okay.”
and we understand that so we
How do you stay calm?
try to be fair and professional,
“It’s not really about us, it’s
What do you enjoy in the
polite and courteous. We have
about the families involved, so profession of law enforcement?
a job to do and we’re really
we have to stay calm so that
“It’s exciting because everywe can make sure anything
day we have an opportunity to just trying to prevent crashes.
Sometimes a ticket is needed
they need is taken care of and
meet new people. Sometimes
to get someone to slow down.
that we can get them the supwe can help educate them,
Sometimes a warning works
port that they need. If we’re
sometimes we can help them
too, so the officers and myself
not calm, then we can transfer through difficult times, and
that sense of panic to them and every situation is a little bit dif- will make that decision as each
contact occurs.”
that’s not good.”
ferent from the last, so I don’t

How do you help people who
become impassioned in a critical
incident?
“We understand that during
a critical incident emotions
can vary. We try to help them
in any way that we can and we
have several resources that we
can call to the scene to assist
someone that needs help. If it’s
something where we’re needed, we’re not going to leave
the scene until that person is
taken care of, or maybe not
until the family arrives or the
next of kin if it’s a fatal crash.
You never really know what
you’re going to get dispatch
to. We’ll get calls for crashes,
reckless drivers and to assist
other agencies.”
What keeps you coming back to
your job everyday?
“I feel like the highway patrol
has been good for me and my
family. It’s a job that I can help
others and meet new people,
and it still allows me to support
my family.”
Murphy and his wife, Sheri,
have two children, Bethany
and Zach, and two English
bulldogs. Bethany “Buffy”
works as circulation manager
for the Record-Herald.
What do you enjoy about this
community?
“It just feels like home. I
enjoy when I’m on my time off
and I drive around town to run
errands, I’ll usually see a few
folks that I know and it’s just
comfortable. My family all lives
here as well, my dad, mom,
brothers, and sister.”
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‘I believe I am alive today because of them’
per minute. We both knew
something was wrong and I
felt my life was ending.
My name is Sandra Sowash
My husband called the life
and here is my first respond- squad and they arrived in
er story.
a matter of minutes. They
At approximately 7 p.m.
checked my vitals and decidon the evening of Sept. 23,
ed I needed to be life flighted
2014, just 10 days after havto Mt. Carmel East Hospital,
ing my heart valve replaced, I where I had had the surgery.
was sitting in my home with I then knew this was really
my husband. All of a sudden serious.
my heart started to beat fast.
Within minutes they had
At first I was okay with it,
me in the ambulance and
but it began to beat faster
transported me to the helipad
and faster by the minute.
at Fayette County Memorial
I told my husband I felt my Hospital. I was flown to Mt.
heart was beating so fast it
Carmel East in no time and
would explode. He came over my husband drove to meet us
to me and checked my heart
there. They managed to get
rate. It was about 160 beats
my heart rate regulated.

By Sandra Sowash
For Spectrum Magazine

I believe the life squad
members or first responders as they are called, kept
me alive that evening. As
I was a former teacher at
Miami Trace High School,
I recognized some of the
squad members. They played
a major role in keeping me
calm, having the helicopter
ready to go and getting the
best help for me. Again,
I believe I am alive today
because of them.
I ended up having the
best care anyone in Fayette
County could ask for. These
men and women know what
they are doing and I would
call them again in a “HEART
BEAT.”
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‘We don’t have time for judgments. We are here to save lives.’
Workers are emotionally
attached to Fayette
County EMS

filled that need. Funeral home staff or
other local individuals would drive a
hearse to the scene and do what they
could to stabilize a person and then
race them to the local hospital. If anyone was deceased, they would be taken
to the funeral home or driven to a hospital with coroner services.
From the Highway Safety Committee
By Bev Mullen
a task force was appointed and in June
For Spectrum Magazine
1970, the National Registry of EmerFrom an article in the Dec. 13, 1973 gency Medical Technicians was created
to improve the delivery of emergency
Record-Herald, we learn that early in
medical services at accident scenes.
1970, a Presidential Committee on
Mr. Ned Kinzer, owner of the
Highway Safety recommended there
Gerstner-Kinzer Funeral Home, jumpbe a national accreditation agency to
establish standards for approved ambu- started the training program in Fayette
County. Knowing that when the bill
lance services.
passed it would require all ambulance
In Fayette County, as it was across
the nation, when local dispatchers sent personnel to be qualified medical techPhoto courtesy of Bev Mullen
fire departments and/or local deputies nicians, it would be not only difficult to Rod List, EMS director since 1992, shares: “These employees are long-term people, we experience little
get instructors to rural areas but that
out to accident scenes, also needed
turnover. We are passionate, we take pride in what we do. When we retire, we come back as part-time
there would not be enough instructors employees. We are emotionally attached to this place. This is not just a job. We live here.”
was a way to transport injured or
deceased persons. Local funeral homes to go around.
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Additional information regarding the early days of
the Fayette County EMS came from retired City of
Washington C.H. firefighters Ed Helt and Cecil Seaman.
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OH-70029092

the norm. In 2008, the Fayette County
Memorial Hospital took over the operations.
Two crews run each shift—a primary
crew and a back-up crew. Each crew has
one paramedic and one emergency medical technician (EMT). There is a truck
in Jeffersonville staffed by part-time
employees. There are no longer volunteer medics in the Emergency Medical
System in Fayette County.
Rod List, EMS director since 1992,
shares: “These employees are longterm people, we experience little turnover. We are passionate, we take pride
in what we do. When we retire, we
come back as part-time employees. We
are emotionally attached to this place.
This is not just a job. We live here.”
The Fayette County Emergency
Medical building, 115 E. Temple St.,
is a continuing education site. With
medical protocols continually being
updated, all paramedics, all EMT’s
including all the City firefighters, and
the hospital emergency room nursing
staff are able to get continuing education hours at this facility.
The EMS staff works under the
license of Dr. David Hill who is their
medical director. Dr. Hill is employed
by Fayette County Memorial Hospital.
One of his duties as medical director
is to review all EMS “runs.” There are
many layers of oversight for the Fayette County EMS staff other than the
medical director. There is peer review,
quality management and a culture of
talk that allows for adjusting tactical
responses and even helps in dealing
with emotional issues that are a huge
part of the job.
According to List, “We get a fair
amount of information prior to arrival
at the scene. Upon arrival, we do a
‘dash board’ survey; is this a safe place
to park? Is the scene safe? As the team
steps out and moves toward victims
the characteristics of the scene are
continually assessed and reassessed.”
The discussion was edging toward
the local opioid crisis. List stated: “We
are not here to be judgmental. We are
here to help. Our training drives us to
be successful. We don’t have time for
judgments. We are here to save lives.”
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Consultant
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By doing his research, Kinzer found
that the classes could be held for up to
20 persons. Kinzer had only six men to
train so he opened the class to the other
departments - the fire department and
sheriff’s office. Due to Ohio Revised
Code classes, the police department
could not participate in this training.
Kinzer paid for all the text books and
for the instructor’s fee and transportation costs. The instructor, Mr. Chuck
Doan, drove three times a week from
Mansfield to provide the training. The
class was comprised of nine firefighters,
three sheriff’s deputies and six funeral
home employees.
The class was designed so that
enough information and technique
could be learned to help sustain or save
a life until the ambulance could get to a
hospital.
According to the aforementioned article, “some sort of history was made this
week…for the first time a national test
to qualify emergency medical technicians was held in the Washington High
School cafeteria and not at a hospital in
Columbus, Ohio.”
There was a rule stipulating that
physicians be present for this practical
class. Four Fayette County physicians
stepped up to help administer the test
and oversee the written exam. Those
doctors participating were Ralph Gebhart, Robert Heiny, Byers W. Shaw and
Thomas J. Hancock.
Kinzer’s hearses were also serving as
life-saving ambulances. But there was
still no county-wide system and no way
to ensure there would always be trained
personnel who could get to the residents of the county. In 1976, emergency
services became a Rotary project staffed
by trained volunteers. Ambulances carried life-saving equipment and incurred
expenses were paid by countywide
residents and business memberships,
donations, bequeaths and fund-raising
benefits.
This endeavor ran fairly smoothly
for a long while. However, costs
increased, insurance went wonky and
it became too much for a volunteer
organization to handle. The Fayette
County Commissioners stepped up and
the county took over the operations in
1976. In 1992, Advanced Life Support
training was instituted and in 1993,
full-time medics on each truck became
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Cherished memories of a New Holland Life Squad volunteer
By Susan Eggleton

of the life squad was also close
with the New Holland Fire
Department. They planned
The Fayette County Life
several activities together and
Squad was founded in 1976.
worked side-by-side in the fish
The New Holland unit began in fry booth at the once-popular
April of 1978 with a new van
New Holland Windmill Days.
type ambulance and seven orig- Every Memorial Day, as many
inal members (Dan Bernert,
of the crew as possible marched
Sharon Slager, John and Mary
in the parade. I would pull my
Rowland, Jerry Smith, Maude
son in a wagon until he got bigThacker and Mary Eckle).
ger, then he rode in the squad
Two original members, Dan
or on the fire truck with the
Bernert and Sharon Slager,
other kids.
remained with the unit for
We’ve been through it all
several years. Gradually other
together. We’ve seen unimagivolunteers joined and the New nable things and been through
Holland unit grew to its largest many difficult situations. We
capacity of about 17 members
just put our heads down and let
in the mid-1990s. The New
the adrenaline push us through
Holland unit covered its area
the work that had to be done,
of Fayette County, as well as
and many times fell apart later,
Perry Township in Pickaway
realizing what had just hapCounty and portions of Deer
pened.
Creek State Park.
New Holland is a small town
The members of the New
and in the 80s and 90s, it was
Holland squad were an ona very close-knit community.
call unit, toned out by pagers
Many of the older residents
assigned to each member from were still there at that time.
their own homes. They were
Sometimes being on difficult
available any time day or night squad runs were enhanced for
to respond to emergencies.
us because we either grew up
Most of the members also
with or knew nearly everyone
volunteered on shifts at the
in town.
Washington Court House base
Many memories were made
as EMTs and dispatchers.
during my 25-year tenure as a
We were like a family. We
volunteer EMT/dispatcher with
laughed together, cried togeth- the New Holland and Fayette
er and supported each other.
County EMS. Some stand out
We worked side-by-side as a
in my mind more than othteam to get the job done. We
ers, but the whole experience
were all good friends and did
impacted my life greatly.
many things together outside
I specifically remember our
the squad.
crew sitting with a man we
In 1988, five members
knew, one very late night, after
(Roberta Stanforth, Cathy
his wife had passed. We made
(Hedges) Hageman, Jimmy
coffee and waited with him in
Rowland, Susan (Lightle) Egg- his kitchen for a long while
leton and Philip Funk) formed until the funeral home came to
a team for the Court House
get her. It seemed to comfort
Days scavenger hunt represent- him and we were glad to do it.
ing the Fayette County Life
Many sad memories go
Squad. We placed second.
through my mind as I write
In 1989, this same team
this, but there were many
competed again and won first
happy times along the way, too.
place. The New Holland unit
In the early 80s when Trivial

For Spectrum Magazine

Courtesy photos

In 1993 five members of the New Holland squad unit served on the Fayette County EMS board of directors: Paul Lightle,
Susan (Lightle) Eggleton, Monica and Aaron Shipley, and Roberta Stanforth. Pictured (L to R): Linda (Bailey) Hanson,
Paul Lightle, Susan (Lightle) Eggleton, Connie Coulter, Dick Leslie, Phil Swigert, Monica Shipley, Roberta Stanforth, Aaron
Shipley and Mel DaRif.

Pursuit first came out, the Fayette County Life Squad bought
the game for the crews to play.
Back then, there weren’t as
many runs as there are now.
Sometimes a whole shift, or
two or three, would go by with
no runs at all. Every shift was
addicted to that game. When
the new shift came on, we had
a hard time getting the old shift
to go home so we could play it.
Sometimes the crews would
cook in instead of eating out.
Everybody would contribute
something to the meal. One of
my favorites was Dorothy Morton’s cheesy potatoes (she gave
me the recipe, by the way).
Our most talented dispatcher was Marge Adams.
She always worked the late
night shift and stayed awake
all night painting miniature
portraits no more than two
inches tall. It was fascinating.
I often stood next to her and
watched her work. She would
bring spiced cider during the
holidays. Every New Year’s
Eve at midnight, she would set
off the tones and say, “Stand

New Holland Life Squad crew members in 1991. Kneeling: Jimmy Rowland and
Philip Funk. Also pictured (L to R): Monica Shipley, Dan Bernet, Aaron Shipley,
Roberta Stanforth, Larry McGarvey, Barb Miller, Susie Root, Susan (Lightle)
Eggleton, Paul Lightle, Dick Shipley and Rhonda Hecoax.

by for a message,” and wish
us all a happy new year. One
year, though, we expected her
usual message, but it was a
run instead.
Lots of fun times were had
back in the volunteer days.
We had pool parties, boating
picnics every summer at Deer
Creek, recognition banquets
and dances. We held onto old
friendships and made new
ones throughout the years.
The years I spent volunteering to help those in need were
the most rewarding of my life,

and I am glad I was able to
contribute to my community
in that way.
I was forced to retire myself
in 2008 because my knees
would no longer let me be an
effective EMT. If it hadn’t been
for them, I would probably
still be doing it. My brother
(Philip) is still active with
the Washington Court House
unit and is the longest-serving
Fayette County Life Squad
EMT from New Holland, just
beginning 33 years of service
in 2018.
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ER nurses: Caring and helping others in need
By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

The emergency department
at Fayette County Memorial
Hospital, on average, sees
1,475 patients per month or
50 patients per day.
“But, we have seen daily
numbers as high as 69
patients in a day,” said emergency room nurse Sabra
Haynes.
“The wait time for an emergency department visit can
vary based on the volume of
patients being treated at one
time as well as the acuity of
patients. There are many factors that can contribute to
longer wait times such as the
volume and acuity (how critical patients’ conditions are) as
well as coordinating care with
other facilities and securing
transportation.
“I realize how frustrating
it can be to a patient that has
to wait and at FCMH we are
continuously looking at our
processes to ensure the quickest throughput possible. When
comparing FCMH to other
facilities on the CMS Hospital
Compare, our wait times and
treatment times are very comparable to other organizations’
emergency departments,” said
Haynes.
What is your name and position?
Sabra Haynes, ED RN Clinical Lead
What is it like working in the
emergency department?
Working in the ER can be
very stressful and emotional
at times, but at the end of the

“There is never a typical day in the ER,” said emergency department nurse Sabra Haynes.

day knowing we may have
made a difference in one person’s life, it makes it all worth
it.

day in the ER. Some days are
busier and higher acuity then
others. The only constant in
the ED is that you know you
are going to come to work
and patients are going to need
your help. Medically, not all
situations are as critical as others, however, in every circumstance, the patient is in your
ED as they need help. That is
what nursing is all about. Caring and helping others in need.

situation is when you may
need to take moment and
breathe and allow yourself
to emotionally deal with
the situation. But, during
the actual event, your mind
and actions are all about the
patient and what you can do to
help them.

Courtesy photo

other’s back and are willing to
help whenever they can.

Can you give us a first-hand story
of a time you had to respond to an
injured person in the ER who had
What types of emergencies do
serious injuries and how you went
you respond to in the emergency
about your work to help them
department?
survive?
We deal with a lot of critical patients on a daily basis,
Prefer not to answer due to
we may have strokes, heart
What brings you back every day to small community and HIPAA.
attacks, drug overdoses, septic
do your job as a first responder in I would state it this way: I
patients, trauma, delivering a
prefer not to provide a situathe emergency department?
baby or unresponsive patient
tion to this question as we live
I enjoy working and helping
for unknown reason that we
in a small community and I
others.
How do you stay calm when
have to figure out.
would not want to jeopardize
responding to an emergency?
anyone’s privacy. We aim to
You have to separate yourself What do you like about the
protect everyone’s health care
community you work for?
What is a typical day like for you? from the situation. In that
information and ensure privacy
(Do you have a typical day? Why or moment, your entire focus is
We are a small community
on caring for the patient and
why not?)
that works well with each other. at Fayette County Memorial
Hospital.
saving their life. After the
Everyone always has each
There is never a typical
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‘If you see something, say something’
Fayette County EMA has evolved over the years
By Bev Mullen

through the FEMA office more was
obtained from the National Guard.”
Havens worked for two years with
The Federal Emergency Management
former EMA Director Fulton Terry and,
Agency Act was signed into existence by upon his retirement, accepted the posiPresident Jimmy Carter in 1979. Accord- tion as director. There is an EMA Board,
ing to Melissa Havens, the director of the mostly made up of elected officials. There
Fayette County Emergency Management is also a Local Emergency Planning ComAgency, FEMA took the place of the wan- mittee mostly comprised of emergency
ing Civil Defense.
response agency representatives. Both
“We are not first responders. We are
boards meet on a regular basis.
the coordinating agency. If all our local
“Sadly, after September 11 emergency
resources have been exhausted, or there
response was changed forever,” said
is a need for resources not available in
Havens.
our county, this office is the connection
Havens is tasked among all her other
between our county and the state,” said
duties with scheduling a disaster drill
Havens. “For instance, back in the late
once a year. This might be a table top
1990’s during the drought, more water
needed to be piped into the county and
See SOMETHING | 43
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Fulton Terry enjoying retirement after a lifetime of helping others
By Chris Hoppes and
Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

Not unlike that great 20th
century American Will Rogers,
it would seem Fulton Terry has
never met a person he didn’t like.
Or, endeavor to help in some
fashion.
Terry, who retired as director
of the Fayette County Emergency Management Agency
(EMA) last year, was born in
Fayette County at his family’s
home on Harrison Street on
July 10, 1934. After living in
the community through the
sixth grade, he traveled with
his mother to Detroit, Mich.,
when he was younger due to
asthma-related health concerns. Terry finished school,
met his wife Bertha in Detroit,
and soon they were married
and had one child before they
moved back to Washington
Court House. Over the span
of their 62 years together, the
couple would have four more
children, raise five foster children and they currently have
12 grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren.
“I was on the police department and then went to work for
GM,” Terry said. “I was on the
fire department and I retired
from there as a volunteer firefighter. I used to work at the
Ohio Department of Transportation and I would plow roads,
salt roads, mow and other
stuff. I always wanted to come
back here to Washington Court
House though, so when I got
married we came back here to
take care of properties for my
dad.”
Terry was educated at the
General Motors Institute and
at Sinclair Community College.
He worked for the General
Motors plant in Dayton for 28
years before retiring as a senior
safety officer engineer. For 35

years, Terry would serve as a
volunteer firefighter for the
Washington Court House Fire
Department before he retired
from that job as well. Now
after 24 years, Terry said he is
ready for a little bit of a break.
“When we were little, my
parents and grandparents
would pack a lunch box when
we were big enough and we
would go with the men to
work on Saturdays,” Terry
said. “As we got bigger, they
gave us a hammer and we got
more to do. I have worked all
my life man, so I am ready
to relax. I still work with the
nursing homes, I am still on
committees for the county
and of course I attend church.
I won’t have (EMA duties)
anymore, but I did tell them if
they have a major incident and
they need me, I’ll be available,
but I won’t stick my nose in.
“The new director (Melissa
Havens) is doing a good job,”
Terry said. “I try not to look
over her shoulder — I don’t
want to bother her — just to
make sure everything is well.
I’m still a citizen of Fayette
County and Washington Court
House.”
Since October of 1993 when
he became the director, Terry
has been providing training and
equipment for first responders
to emergencies. Terry has also
furnished information to help
county residents in times of
crisis. Ultimately, his goal has
been to make Fayette County
a safe place where people will
want to live. He promotes the
philosophy of working together, which is something he has
continually done throughout
his life.
“It’s been good and I have
been working my whole life
to protect people and their
property,” Terry said. “When I
first was told of this position, I
hadn’t even retired yet, but one

Fulton Terry

of the commissioners at the
time came to me and asked if I
would take the job. I said, ‘Hey,
time out, I haven’t even retired
yet, give me a break.’ After I
finally retired though I think
I was not working for maybe
a weekend and then I started
here. I had one desk, one filing
cabinet and no plans at all.
“We learn as we go, I don’t
care how old or young you may
be, there is always a process
of learning. There is always
a process of doing better and
that has been my goal. I never
left my home without asking
for God’s direction on the challenges out here. I never forgot

of Fame in 2010, and served
as Lt. Governor for Division
10-W of Ohio. Additionally,
Terry serves many roles as a
member of the First Church
of God and on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, he can be found
helping folks in local nursing
homes. Terry said that the
many years working in the
county with all of the various
organizations and entities has
been great.
“We have bible study, we
sing, read the word and have
prayer,” Terry said. “I try not
to hold it longer than a half
hour, or 45 minutes. It’s been
a good thing for me and I
hope it’s been a good thing for
them. I try to encourage them.
I feel very close to our nursing
homes. I think we are very fortunate in Fayette County and
Washington Court House to
have the nursing homes that we
do have.”
In Terry’s bio for his induction to the senior hall of fame it
said, “Character is built slowly
over a lifetime, a building block
in the foundation of a well-lived
life. It is the sum of right decisions, hard work, honest words,
Courtesy photo noble thoughts, a caring heart
and an active faith. Fulton’s
well-lived life has been built
ceaselessly protecting and caran evening before I closed my
eyes to thank Him for all of His ing for others.”
“I’m a people person,” Terry
help. We have to work together
and only then will we be able to said. “I try to help out people,
regardless of who they may be.
get things accomplished.”
We can accomplish more workTerry is a member of the
Tri-county Safety Council, has ing together than we can pulling apart.”
been active in local neighborDon’t worry though, Terry
hood watch programs, was
said he can still be found on the
awarded the Fayette County
corner of Harrison and New2006 Hometown Hero Award
berry, listening to his radio and
and was even named the Holimaking sure the community is
day Parade Honorary Grand
Marshal as well as the Record- still safe.
“Thank you to the commuHerald Citizen of the Year.
nity as a whole. It has been an
He is a member of the
amazing time and this is the
Kiwanis Club, was inducted
into the Central Ohio Area
greatest place to live,” Terry
Agency on Aging Senior Hall
said.
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With humanity, toward peace
Humanitarian
volunteers bring relief
to disaster victims

said McCord.
McCord has been working for the
Red Cross for more than 13 years.
McCord and the other Red Cross
employees also serve in Fairfield,
Gallia, Hocking, Pickaway, Ross and
Vinton counties.
McCord said the number of
households
in Fayette County
By Ashley Bunton
assisted by the Red Cross was 10
For Spectrum Magazine
families in 2016 and 12 families in
2017.
“Heroes come in all shapes and
“In the last two-and-a-half years,
sizes. They don’t wear capes or special suits, and their badge of honor is we have installed nearly 100 free
the bandage that shows they gave the smoke alarms for families in Fayette
County and educated them about fire
gift of life. Donating blood is one of
the simplest things a person can do to safety,” said McCord.
On a typical day, McCord said the
help save a patient’s life. For the hour
it takes to give blood, there could be a Red Cross’s disaster cycle of services
includes preparedness, response and
whole community of people thankful
recovery.
for another birthday given to their
“This means that we continually
loved one,” wrote American Red Cross
Recruitment District Manager Wendy
Yarbrough.
To make an appointment to
The American Red Cross in Fayette
donate blood or to learn more,
County collected 1,433 units of lifedownload the American Red
saving blood in 2017 — potentially
helping 4,299 patients — at 47 blood Cross Blood Donor App, visit
drives. In early 2018, the American
redcrossblood.org or
Red Cross issued an urgent message
calling for blood donations to offset a call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767).
blood shortage.
In addition to blood donations, the
American Red Cross helps families
in times of crisis, whether a crisis
is caused by a fire, flood, tornado,
prepare the community for disashurricane or accident.
ters of all kinds, we respond when
American Red Cross employees
covering Fayette County include Rod there is a disaster such as a home
fire or flood, etc., and we help
Cook, executive director of the East
and South Central Ohio Chapter, Tim those involved in these disasters to
recover from their disaster,” said
Callahan, disaster program manager,
McCord.
Mary McCord, disaster program
McCord does this on a daily basis
specialist, and Andrea Spires,
by participating in community preexecutive coordinator.
paredness events and installing free
Mary McCord, an American Red
Cross disaster program specialist, has smoke alarms, ensuring the agency
an office in Fayette County where she has needed supplies, monitoring sysworks to help individuals and families. tems to ensure clients’ well-being, and
exploring community resources to
“We rely on our volunteers to
help clients.
meet the needs of our communities.
McCord also works on recruiting,
Nationally, 93 percent of our
workforce is comprised of volunteers,” training and managing volunteers.

Courtesy photos

A Red Cross Mass Care Volunteer Drill helps give volunteers the training and skills they need to
respond to communities in times of crisis.

American Red Cross Disaster Services helps families in times of crisis, whether a crisis is caused by
a fire, flood, tornado, hurricane or accident.

“We do need more disaster volunteers in Fayette County, so if you could
help us to recruit that would be great.
When there is a fire or other disaster in
Fayette County, at least one volunteer
from Ross or Pickaway counties has to
respond,” said McCord.

Potential volunteers can go to www.
redcross.org to apply or call 740-7722014 for more information.
“Technically we aren’t first responders,” said McCord. “We come when
the fire departments or the clients
involved call us.”
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Before the term ‘first responders’ was used…
By Neil Rowland

As I remember, there was one doctor and
two nurses with the Health Department. One
of the nurses would come to visit the school.
Years ago before the term “first responders” One nurse was my older cousin, Elizabeth
was used, people were helping others. They
Rowland. It seemed to me that her main job
were doctors and nurses who worked for the
was to check for head lice. Also their job was
Fayette County Health Department.
to promote good health such as cleanliness,
Even for me, it is hard to realize the changes use soap, brush your teeth and eat right.
that have been made in the last 80 years. I
Remember that most homes at this time
started to school in 1936 at Cisco School,
did not have indoor plumbing or a bathroom
which was on the “east” side of Wayne Townor electricity. The school had no indoor faciliship in Fayette County. The “west” side school ties. It did have electric lights put in just a few
was located in Good Hope. Both buildings
years before. There was the dug well behind
were built at about the same time. The Good
the building and further back, two toilets
Hope building was twice the size as the Cisco marked, “Boys” and “Girls.” During very cold
building.
weather, there weren’t many trips made to
When they were built it was still “horse and these locations.
buggy” transportation. Cisco had had a twoAt the beginning of each school year, the
year high school at one time. When I started
Health Department would condemn the dug
to school, there were eight grades. Then in the well with its tin drinking cup. That would
next year or two, the seventh and eighth were last a day or so and everybody would be back
moved to Good Hope. That left one room of
drinking out of that cup. If you wanted to
first, second and third students and one room
See TERM | 46
of fourth, fifth and sixth grade students.

For Spectrum Magazine

Courtesy photo

Red Cross volunteers can assist with installing fire and smoke detectors to
prevent fires.

To prevent fires, the American Red Cross installs free
smoke alarms for anyone
who needs them regardless of
income or anything else, said
McCord.

Anyone who desires this service should call 844-207-4509.
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HARTLEY OIL COMPANY
907 COLUMBUS AVE., WASHINGTON C.H., OH 43160

(740) 335-0690

Proudly Serving Fayette County
Lubricants
and Surrounding Areas for Over 50 Years
FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

101 E. East Street,
Washington C.H., OH. 43160-2227
800.479.7797
740.335.8008
Fax: 740.335.0762
www.fayettecountyohio.com

Hillsboro
937-393-5797

ONVENIENCE

• Strengthen businesses that support our local
charitable and civic groups.
• Help create more jobs to employ your friends,
neighbors, and relatives.
• Add to the community tax base to pay for needed
services – fire, safety, EMS, and education.
• Help attract new businesses which will create more
choices, more expertise, and more competition.

Wilmington
937-382-2253

TORES

Your Store Next Door
Locally Owned & Operated
Proudly Serving Fayette County
and Surrounding Areas for Over 27 Years
OH-70024830

OH-70024828

London
740-852-1051

FLAGWAY
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SHOP LOCAL

LET’S HELP MAKE FAYETTE COUNTY A SHOPPING DESTINATION!

Jamestown
937-675-4951

(740) 335-7777
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What happens when someone dies?
The life of a mortician
and funeral director
By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

Does death have to be scary?
No, says mortician Erin
Moser.
Moser and her assistant,
Jenny Collins, the funeral
home’s case manager, sit at a
table in Ferncliff Cemetery and
Arboretum’s office in Springfield.
A few minutes later, Collins
leaves briefly to retrieve a piece
of paper from the printer in
the next room. She places it on
the table as Moser explains the
obituary was published by the
family of a man named Terry
Ward, of DeMotte, Indiana.
The obit reads:
Terry Wayne Ward, age 71,
of DeMotte, IN, escaped this
mortal realm on Tuesday,
January 23rd, 2018, leaving behind 32 jars of Miracle
Whip, 17 boxes of Hamburger
Helper and multitudes of other
random items that would prove
helpful in the event of a zombie
apocalypse.
It helps, says Moser, if families can have a good laugh in
the process whenever possible.
After all, it’s not a funny process — the business of dying.
It’s late January at Ferncliff
Cemetery and Arboretum, the
funeral home in Springfield
where Moser spends 50 to 60
hours a week preparing bodies
for funerals. When she’s not
working at Ferncliff, Moser is
at home in Bloomingburg with
her three boys — ages 3, 8 and
18 — who attend schools in
Fayette County.
Moser hasn’t always been
employed as a mortician at

Courtesy photos

Erin Moser, from Bloomingburg, is a She says, sympathetically, that
mortuary scientist and an experienced
she likes to pray and kneel
first responder who helps people to
beside the family who are
understand the process of dying.

Ferncliff, but was offered the
position in 2017.
First, though, she worked as
a first responder.
She responded to tragic
accidents as an EMT in Scioto
County for awhile before going
to work in an emergency room,
and then a critical intensive
care unit.
In her understanding of the
process of dying, Moser says
dying isn’t always pretty.
Sometimes death is not pretty and so people don’t want to
look at it — Moser does. She’s
seen a lot of people—sometimes tragically, sometimes
not—go through the process
of dying and as a mortician,
she sees a deceased person
as a body first, and only after
it has been scrubbed clean,
embalmed, dressed, with its
hair fixed and shoes and pants
on, is it again a person.
Moser describes getting
called out to retrieve a body.

mourning the passing of their
loved one. Families feel differently in each scenario, and
while all feel sadness, sometimes she sees guilt and anger.
Collins hands her Ward’s obit
and Moser smiles.
“Death doesn’t have to be
scary,” says Moser. “It’s more
frightening…to think of what is
going to happen next.”
Terry is survived by his overly-patient and accepting wife
Kathy, who was the love of his
life (a fact she gladly accepted
sympathy for during their 48
years of marriage). He is also
survived by daughters Rebecca
(William) Hines and Jean (Jeff)
Lahm; sister, Linda; brother,
Phil; grandchildren: Alexander and Hannah Hines (The
Mesopotamians), Daphne and
Erin Pistello (The Daffer and
Peanut), Brendan and Owen
Lahm (Phineas and Ferb) and
Tessa McMurry (Smiley).
He is preceded in death by
his parents Paul and Bernice
Ward, daughter Laura Pistello,

grandson Vincent Pistello,
brother Kenneth Ward, a 1972
Rambler and a hip.
Death may be sudden or
expectant.
Moser said there are times in
which a person with a chronic
illness pre-arranged their own
funeral ahead of time.
“It always goes smoother
when there has been some
preparation for the death,” said
Moser.
In sudden deaths, it is generally more of a traumatic experience not just for the fact that
the family has lost a loved one,
but also because the family
must then decide the funeral
arrangements.
While some families, similar
to Terry Ward’s family, are able
to find a laugh in the process of
the death of a loved one, maybe
even prepared for it, other
families have a quite different
experience.
Terry graduated from
Thornridge High School in
South Holland, IL, where only
three of his teachers took an
early retirement after having
had him as a student. He met

the love of his life, Kathy, by
telling her he was a lineman –
he didn’t specify early on that
he was a lineman for the phone
company, not the NFL. Still,
Kathy and Terry wed in the
fall of 1969, perfectly between
the Summer of Love and the
Winter of Regret.
Terry volunteered his service
in the United States Army and
was an active combat Veteran
in the Viet Nam War.
He retired from AT&T (formerly Ameritech, formerly
formerly Indiana Bell) after
39 years of begrudging service,
where he accumulated roughly
3,000 rolls of black electrical tape during the course of
his career (which he used for
everything from open wounds
to “Don’t use this button” covers).
Recently, Moser and Collins
helped a family plan the funeral
for a loved one who had died
unexpectedly.
When Moser and Collins
went to pick up the deceased
man from the hospital, he was
See SOMEONE | 42
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SERVICE TIMES & PLACES:

Sunday at the Washington High School
9:30 am Bible Study
10:00 am Pre-Worship Connection
10:30 am Worship Service
G.L.O.W. Children’s Ministry
Wednesday at 120 W Court St, 3rd Floor
7:00 pm Worship & Bible Study
G.L.O.W. Children’s Ministry
Logos Ladies Ministry
First Tuesday of each month
Liberty Hall at Washington High School
7:00 pm
Happy Hour at 6:00 pm
Men’s Ministry
First Tuesday of each month
120 W Court St, 3rd Floor
6:30 pm

You’re Invited to:

Homecoming 2018
June 14-17, 2018

OH-70028656

The Browders

Washington Court House, OH
Phone: 740-335-9641

Tim
Lovelace

Stephen
Manley

The Nelons

Teresa
Hurt

Hosted by
The Pfeifers
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Someone

Moser and
Collins
perform
all of the
necessary
duties for
funeral
and burial
services,
including
cremation.

From page 40

gone, so they had to track him
down. Eventually they learned
that the man’s sister had sent
the body to one funeral home,
while the brother had already
paid Ferncliff for the funeral.
Moser and Collins retrieved
the body and prepared it for
the funeral service at Ferncliff.
When it came time for the
funeral, the decedent’s coffin
never arrived. Moser said that
hours passed and the delivery
driver finally showed up, after
dropping the casket off to the
wrong funeral home four times.
He enjoyed many, many
things. Among those things
were hunting, fishing, golfing,
snorkeling, ABBA, hiking Turkey Run, chopping wood, shooting guns, Bed Bath & Beyond,
starlight mints, cold beer, free
beer, The History Channel,
CCR, war movies, discussing
who makes the best pizza, The
Chicago White Sox, old Buicks,
and above all, his family.
He was a renowned distributor of popsicles and ice cream
sandwiches to his grandchildren. He also turned on programs such as “Phineas and
Ferb” for his grand-youngins,
usually when they were actually there.
He despised “uppity foods”
like hummus, which his family lovingly called “bean dip”
for his benefit, which he loved
consequently. He couldn’t give
a damn about most material
things, and automobiles were
never to be purchased new. He
never owned a personal cell
phone and he had zero working
knowledge of the Kardashians.
Once the funeral began, the
pastor opened the floor and
asked if there would be any
remarks. Moser said that with
the family’s situation, the floor
shouldn’t have been opened
— shoes and fists began to be
thrown.

has already asked you to come
Ferncliff Funeral Director Erin Moser and Ferncliff Case Manager Jenny Collins here to help with this. A lot of
times, depending on the situmove a pine box at Ferncliff Cemetery and Arboretum.
ation, the family may be able
to have a brief goodbye before
the family’s loved one under
“The grandmother was
their loved one is taken into the
the care of the coroner. That’s
hiding behind the casket and
pulled out a flip phone and calls the first step that happens and care of the coroner. Sometimes
the police. At least one person the family ought to be notified that isn’t an option so it’s really
family-oriented in what we do.
where the body is going and
in the family had a warrant,
We don’t make assumptions,
that is based on the wishes of
and that guy took off outside
we don’t say anything. We don’t
the coroner.
and ran,” said Moser. “The
“Sometimes if somebody was make assumptions for how this
police showed up. We decided
accident occurred or anything.
we had to shut the whole thing known to be sick, they pass
away, the coroner is called, it’s You can’t pass judgment on the
down at that point. We had to
an unintended death: we knew deceased or the situation you’re
get the body to burial.”
that they were elderly and they approaching,” Moser says.
On the way to the burial
Moser graduated from the
had a history of sickness. Anylocation, the procession was
Cincinnati
College of Mortustruck in a traffic accident and time foul play is expected or
ary
Science
and holds both an
somebody who was seemingly
the pastor and his wife were
associate and bachelor’s degree
healthy and they find them
injured and taken to the hosin mortuary science. Prior to
passed away, then the coroner
pital.
beginning as funeral director at
is called, and they usually at
None of this — a tragic
death, tracking down the body, that point decide to do further Ferncliff in 2017, Moser was a
freelance mortician. As a kid,
investigation via examinaa delayed casket, a fight, a car
Moser took a career aptitude
tions,” says Moser.
accident, an injured pastor —
Terry died knowing that The test and it was the first time
is typical for the funeral home
her teacher had a student’s test
Blues Brothers was the best
at Ferncliff, says Moser. Then
movie ever, (young) Clint East- come back to say “mortician.”
again, Moser says, aside from
“Death, sometimes it’s not
wood was the baddest-ass man
paperwork, maybe morticians
pretty. Anybody who is a first
on the planet, and hot sauce
don’t really have typical days.
“When someone has been in can be added to absolutely any responder cannot let their emotions, or maybe if they get sick
food.
a car wreck, or an unintended
to their stomach for whatever
Coroner cases that require
death, where they checked on
reason, they cannot let the
extensive investigation are
them and they found them
family see that. That’s a huge
meticulous, and because the
deceased, people say, ‘Where
part of it, you know. Because
police, EMTs, and family will
are you taking my loved one?
if you begin to panic, the famI’m not ready for this.’ Because be there, and the media may
ily’s going to panic, so as a first
be involved, it requires a high
it is stress, it is unexpected.
responder you’re a calming perdegree of professionalism.
“When a person dies at
son to try to come in and help,”
“How you present yourself,
home, the EMS first respondsays Moser.
how you represent the funeral
ers will determine if the death
“The coroner may go out and
home, how you even represent
needs to be further investigatsay,
‘Well we’re going to do a
ed. Typically a representative of the coroner’s office, because at
further investigation.’ EMTs,
that point the coroner’s office
the coroner’s office will bring
Ashley Bunton | Record-Herald photos

they try to hold people back
and a lot of times when the
funeral home staff shows up,
the families are still in shock,
but sometimes can answer
questions better than EMTs or
officers and I don’t mean that
disrespectfully. Funeral homes
deal with death everyday and
the different dynamics of families, they deal with death of all
ages, they deal with accidental,
suicide, homicide. We put on a
different hat, so-to-speak, with
each of those to help these families go through the process.”
Tremendous and heartfelt
thanks go to the truly exceptional nurses at Southlake
Methodist Hospital NeuroIntensive Care Unit, who
provided much more than
nursing care for Terry, but also
provided a peaceful and compassionate environment during
his transition from this life to
the next.
Friends can visit with the
family on Saturday, January
27, from Noon until the time
of the Funeral Service at 4:00
PM, with Pastor Mark Wilkins
officiating, at Geisen Funeral,
Cremation & Receptions Centre, 606 E. 113th Ave., Crown
Point, IN. Services will conclude at the funeral home.
Memorial donations in
Terry’s name can be made to
your favorite charity or your
favorite watering hole, where
you are instructed to tie a few
on and tell a few stories of the
great Terry Ward.
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use Nixle. Text your zip code to 888-777
or go to Nixle.com and enter your zip
code for the latest information.
From page 35
On the LEPC side, the planning comscenario. However, once every four years, mittee focuses on understanding current
Havens must hold a full-scale disaster drill conditions, what dangers could be associated with an incident and what should be
that includes all the emergency response
done if something goes really wrong.
agencies.
There is also a Homeland Security comOn the EMA side there are four phases
ponent to the Fayette County Emergency
to any emergency:
Management Agency. It is not only sound
• preparedness - what can we do now to
business for all needed agencies to know
be prepared for a disaster;
about changes in the county infrastruc• response – depending on circumstanc- tures, but changes in utilities, roadways,
es, shelter in place, evacuate, help your
waterways (especially drinking water supneighbors;
plies), and pipeline placements. There is a
Fayette County Homeland Security Advi• recovery - maintain connection to
sory Board comprised of local response
information for needed items; and
agencies and elected local officials.
• mitigation - what can we do to be
Shares Havens, “The statement that
more prepared for the next disaster
we often hear nationwide applies here in
Fayette County also. If you see something,
Available in the office are Emergency
Preparedness lists on how to put together say something. It could make all the difference in preventing or lessening local
emergency kits for your family, elderly
disasters.”
neighbors or employees.
Melissa Havens may be reached at 133
Also under preparedness is staying
Ryan Carter | Record-Herald photo
informed. In Fayette County, the best way S. Main St., Suite L-15 in Washington
The Fayette County Emergency Management Agency helped coordinate a response to contain a
to stay informed during any disaster is to C.H. or by calling 740-335-8264.
chlorine tank leak that occurred Sept. 15, 2017 at the water treatment plant in Washington C.H.

MAYER FARM EQUIPMENT, LLC
Authorized Dealer • Sales - Service - Parts

OH-70025418

Jeffersonville
740-426-6307
800-996-2937
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‘Just being able to save a life is worth it’
Whether with hospital
or as first responder,
Boedeker has devoted
life to helping others
By Ryan Carter

For Spectrum Magazine

From an early age, Doug
Boedeker had an inherent
desire to help people.
“When I was in second
grade, my mom said I was
copying medical books,” said
Boedeker, whose illustrious
career at Fayette County
Memorial Hospital spans
over 40 years.
His altruistic spirit has
manifested itself into a life
that has been completely
devoted to caring for others.
This passion and devotion to
his cause is evident as soon
as you speak to Boedeker
about his career.
“It’s just something I always
enjoyed doing,” he said. “I
always felt like that was my
responsibility.”
Currently, Boedeker is the
director of cardiopulmonary,
vascular services, safety and
security, and the sleep lab
at Fayette County Memorial
Hospital. Boedeker has been
safety director for approximately 35 years and this year
marks his 40th as a medic.
Astoundingly, for many years
he has also made the time to
be one of Fayette County’s
most admirable first responders.
How Boedeker, who grew
up in Beavercreek, ended up
in Fayette County in the first
place is fortuitous, if not a
little bit of fate or destiny
intervening.
“I graduated from OSU
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Doug Boedeker (far right) has devoted his life to helping others as a first responder and with his multitude of duties with Fayette County Memorial Hospital. His children
(pictured), Ben and Angie, have also gone on to become first responders.

with a bachelor of science
degree in respiratory therapy,” Boedeker said. “My wife,
Pam, and I managed some
apartments up in Columbus
just to save some money. One
day I was taking out the trash
and the newspaper fell out
and fell right to the want ads.
I saw an ad for a respiratory
therapy director at a small,
rural county hospital. I gradu-

ated from OSU in 1975 and I
was already working at Children’s at OSU. Robert Kunz,
who was the administrator at
FCMH at the time, called me
and asked me to come in for
an interview. I said, ‘Where’s
Washington Court House?’”
These developments
resulted in Boedeker joining
the hospital team on Dec. 15,
1975.

“I wanted to be a doctor
right from the get-go,” Boedeker said. “Dr. (Robert) Heiny
and Dr. (Ralph) Gebhart (two
of the more renowned doctors
in county history) tried to get
me into Wright State. I just
didn’t make the cut, but it
ended up working out for the
best. I was able to start my
home care company around
1977. I had the only home

care supply company in town,
right there on the corner of
Washington and Elm. My
dad was really instrumental
in helping to get that going.
There were people who
needed oxygen in their homes
and nobody else around here
did that.”
For a year-and-a-half,
Boedeker was the only respiratory therapist at FCMH,

SPECTRUM 2018
at a time when the hospital
had 100 beds and there were
patients in the hallways. Currently, the hospital has 25
beds.
For some time, Boedeker
lived in Fayette County by
himself while his wife lived
in Columbus because she
worked at OSU. Eventually,
she took an OSU Extension
Office job in Washington C.H.
The role of respiratory
therapy grew into a very
important job. Managing the
ventilators was instrumental,
said Boedeker. Additionally,
little did he know when he
started at FCMH that he was
was about to be instrumental
in forming the county’s veryfirst ambulance service.
“There was a small team
of EMTs on call to respond
to emergencies in Fayette
County with a Morrow Funeral Home ambulance,” said
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Boedeker.
Boedeker became a medic
on Jan. 28, 1978. At that
time there were less than
5,000 medics in the state.
The first squad service in
Fayette County had over 100
volunteers contributing to the
cause.
“Back then, I was the only
medic, but you didn’t have
a lot of medical protocols to
follow,” Boedeker said. “Our
squad personnel has a lot
of skills that we didn’t have
back then. I was the second
president of the squad…John
Bane, who was a cop here in
town, was the first. It continued to grow….the commissioners helped, Rotary helped
out. I was with them for
about 25 years. Eventually it
just got to be too much with
my family, my businesses, my
responsibilities here in the
hospital expanded. We went

from just being RT to EKG,
so we became cardiopulmonary. Eventually we went
to 24-7 full-time coverage
because we had the ventilators and these individuals
needed to be seen around the
clock.”
Boedeker has had a front
row seat to the evolution of
the EMS service over the
years, such as equipment,
vehicles, training, education,
etc. He also emphasized the
great significance an EMS
service has to a community.
Another invaluable service
Boedeker has provided to
the community is serving as
a volunteer with the Fayette
County Sheriff’s Office since
1978.
“I was the first jail medic,”
he said. “I went in the jail
every week and checked all of
the prisoners. I was classified
as a special deputy at that
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time. Sometime in the late
’90s, I was asked to be on the
rescue squad. It was a good
fit, the sheriff liked it simply
because he now has a medic
with the sheriff’s rescue unit.
So I did a lot of extensive
training, including using the
Jaws of Life….a lot of courses
and I learned how to cut
people out of trucks, buses,
and how to raise cars to get
people out. So when I got to
an accident scene where a
victim was, I was able to tell
the others who responded
where to put the Jaws so they
didn’t hurt the victim.”
To this day, Boedeker still
serves as an auxiliary deputy
with the sheriff’s office and
has responded to countless
accidents.
Boedeker has a multitude
of harrowing stories he can
recall, including a particularly
alarming accident on Lewis

45

Road several years ago.
“I came on the scene and
the car was upside down and
the driver inside was choking,” he said. “He had rolled
his car and his seat belt was
still on, but he had difficulty
breathing. I had the cutters
and I waited until I got some
help because he was a big
guy. Myself and another volunteer fire responder were
able to cut him out, and we
got him out of the vehicle
because it was smoking. I
laid him face down and put
a blanket or towel under his
head on the road. I said, ‘I’m
not going to move you, we’re
staying here until we get a
backboard on your back and
then we’ll flip you over.’ I
swear someone was watching
over us that day. I stopped by
the hospital later to see how
See LIFE | 46
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area in ‘78, so I joined the
Good Hope volunteer fire
department in ‘79,” he said.
From page 45
“I had to go through level
one training as a firefighter.
It was a good experience
he was doing and he had
for me.”
a fractured neck. He could
Currently, Boedeker
have been paralyzed for the
also serves as the coroner
rest of his life…he walked
investigator for the Fayette
around with a halo brace
County Coroner’s Office.
for months afterward. But
“When Dr. (Dennis)
it could’ve been so much
Mesker was elected county
worse.”
coroner, he asked me to
On a squad run years
assume the position of coroago, Boedeker recalled a
ner investigator,” he said.
report of a young child in
“Through much training, I
Good Hope who was not
learned how to investigate
breathing. The child just
happened to be living in the scenes and what to do when
there is a death. In the case
same home as his grandfather, who was using an oxy- of fatalities, I can respond
gen tank that was arranged as a deputy, then take off
the deputy hat, put on the
by Boedeker.
coroner hat and process the
“I had his grandfather
scene. I take photos, get all
on oxygen, so when I
of the factual information,
arrived, I took the oxygen
next of kin, etc. Sometimes
off of the child’s grandpa
it’s emotionally draining,
and put it down the child’s
especially when kids are
mouth, turned the flow
involved.”
clear up and started doing
Another emotionally taxmouth to mouth on the
ing and indelible moment
child,” Boedeker said.
for Boedeker was his trip
“The squad arrived and he
to Louisiana in the afterfinally started breathing a
math of Hurricane Katrina
little bit. We transported
as a member of the federal
him from the hospital, his
Disaster Medical Assistrachea was swelling up. I
went with him to Columbus tance Team (DMAT). All
of the horror stories told
and they trached him. He
about Katrina — one of the
survived. Fifteen to 20
five deadliest hurricanes in
years later, he became an
EMT and he worked on the the history of the US — are
true, according to Boedesquad. There have been
ker.
some stories like that….
“I’ve responded to numerthey are just rewarding. It
just makes you think that if ous hurricanes in Texas
you weren’t around and the and Florida,” he said. “For
system didn’t work the way Katrina, we were there for
two weeks. I helped take
it did by having volunteers
our trucks down there.
respond directly to the
There are DMAT teams in
scene, it could have gone
the other way. But this child every state and Ohio has
two of them. So we pick up
lived and went on to be an
EMT to help others. I’m so the trucks, there are three
trucks, six drivers. We
thankful for that.”
take off and head toward
Boedeker also was with
the Good Hope Fire Depart- Atlanta, which was kind
of nice because we don’t
ment for over 20 years. “I
get bogged down with all
moved to the Good Hope
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of the airports. We have a
team of 35 and they all have
special privileges to get
through TSA. We go down
with tents and MREs, and
we slept on floors and in
offices. We took showers in
a little tent.
“On the way to the
disaster area, we had front
end loaders clearing the
highway. There were refrigerators, sofas and just all
of these objects pushed
off to the side like it was
snow. The piles of debris
in the alleys were as tall as
houses. I ended up in Biloxi
and we set up a tent there.
We had our command tent…
it was very much similar
to the show, ‘MASH,” on
television. We had our cots
out there and we had our
medical drugs in the tent.
At the time, I was able to
perform as a respiratory
therapist to do intubations
or treatments, and I was
also security. You work
12-hours shifts, but many
times they went longer
than that. Long, long days.
There was just so much
destruction. People would
come to us and we would
ask, ‘What’s your address?’
And they wouldn’t have one
because their home was
gone. So many of them had
nothing except what they
were wearing. That kind
of experience really sticks
with you.”
If it’s possible for one
man to take on even more
than his medical and first
response duties, Boedeker
somehow has found a way.
Throughout the years, he
has started several businesses and has developed
two patents.
“I’m almost glad I wasn’t
a doc now, I’ve had so much
going on with businesses,
the home care business, the
swimming pool business,”
he said. “Pam and I built

the Shell gas station at 41
and 71, added a Subway
franchise, added a TCBY
franchise, and built the
Arby’s across the street.”
Boedeker also enjoys challenging himself in other
ways, such as running five
marathons over the years.
He also loves spending time
with his four grandsons and
going on cruises with his
wife.
Boedeker thanks his loving wife, Pam, and his kids,
Ben and Angie, for their
unconditional love and support. His children inherited
their parents’ love of helping people, as both have
gone on to be first responders in their own right. Ben
is a firefighter and medic
in Xenia. Angie is a flight
nurse.
“I never steered them
that way, that’s just how it
went,” Boedeker said. “But
if it wasn’t for my family,
I wouldn’t be where I’m at
today. Their support has
meant the world to me.
They had to watch me leave
and go on runs constantly.
It was like I had a pager
sewn to my hip. But Pam
has been so supportive and
loving. I couldn’t ask for a
better partner.”
“It’s been an honor and
a continued pleasure to be
able to help people in this
community,” he said. “The
job here at the hospital has
been so rewarding, I’ve
had great co-workers and
bosses. The hospital has
been extremely supportive
for me being a first
responder when the squad
first started and currently
as part of the sheriff’s
rescue team. There are a
lot of sacrifices you have
to make, but to me it was
worth it. Just being able to
help save a life is worth it. I
hope I’ve been able to make
a little bit of a difference.”

Term
From page 39

wash your hands, you would have to
pump with one hand and hold the
other hand under the spout, or have
a friend pump for you. You could
dry your hands on the front of your
shirt or on the seat of your pants.
Remember, there were no Kleenex
or paper towels, and no soap dispensers.
There were times when the
Health Department would come
out and give shots. They would line
us up, roll up your sleeve and stick
a needle in your arm that was to
prevent you from getting a certain
disease. There was always someone
who passed out, either from getting
the shot or watching the person in
front of you getting their shot.
Some of the diseases that were
common then were diphtheria,
whooping cough, measles, mumps,
chicken pox, small pox, thyroid fever
and scarlet fever. The one disease
that families feared was infantile
paralysis or polio. A lot of us had
these ailments and survived.
The Health Department tried very
hard to keep us healthy. Most of
these diseases our children of today
never heard of. Actually, I think we
have “invented” some new ones.
In 1941, the Cisco school was
closed. There were about 30 students in the six grades, two teachers, a janitor and a cook. The school
board felt it was feasible to close.
The older students were already
being bused to Good Hope and
transportation would not be an
additional expense. What we found
out when we got to Wayne Township High School in Good Hope was
that they had indoor restrooms with
toilets that flushed. They even had
drinking fountains, inside and outside. The gymnasium had dressing
rooms with showers.
My cousin, Elizabeth Rowland,
moved to Columbus and remained
a nurse until retirement. I was even
back in school for a short time as a
teacher….part of that time at Wayne
High School.
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The Guns
N Hoses
team vs.
the Fayette
County
Dragons
in both
softball and
basketball
has been
a big hit
in the
community.
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555 N. Glenn Avenue, Washington Court House, OH 43160
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Olympics
From page 20

just like them. It’s brought a sense of
camaraderie between the athletes and
first responders. It has highlighted
the good that these men and women
do day-in and day-out; to save lives,

to help those in need, and to keep our
community safe.
Thank you, first responders for taking
the oath to respond to our needs; for
your service for our community, your
bravery for our peace, your courage
for our safety, your sacrifice for our
protection, and for your support. YOU
have helped make Fayette County the
best it can be! Thank you.

The Premier Rehab & Skilled Nursing
Centers in Washington Court House
Stop in for a tour today!

Make Reading
a Family
Tradition

Combined Services Include:
Person Centered Care • Complex Medical Care
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Inpatient and Outpatient Therapy • Surgeon and Hospital
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Wound Care • Medication Management

Est. 1879

Merchants
National Bank

Carnegie Public Library
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We live in the community we serve!
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Concord-Green
From page 12

OH-70027193

Howell Rescue System, air
packs, radios, modifications to
the newest truck in the fleet
and many other personalized
or important touches to the
department. This has helped
the department remain both
in top working order and to
be uniform with their colors,
emblems and overall style.
“We still have money left
because we have both invested
it and spent it well,” Stegbauer
said. “We have given back to
the community for all of the
years of them showing us support. For years we have held
a pancake and sausage supper
here on Election Day. Some
guys come in to make pancakes
and serve a nice meal, so all of
the guys know what their job is
and jump right to it. This year
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we have decided to take a portion of that money to establish
an Eddy Ivers scholarship fund.
I have contacted Miami Trace
to give out a $500 scholarship
for some student going into
any kind of agriculture. Ivers
lived and breathed agriculture
and we hope the scholarship
will be ongoing for the district.”
Ivers, who took charge of the
department as chief from the
age of 19, served as a mentor
and great friend to many at
Concord-Green. Stegbauer said
he would spend many evenings
with Ivers and joked that when
he would tell his wife he was
going to see the old chief for
a few, she knew it was never
just for a “few.” Stegbauer took
over in 2007 after Ivers passed
away at the age of 59.
“Financially, I have been able
to get into more grant writing
since I retired from my job and
have put in some grants for

equipment,” Stegbauer said.
“I have to always be looking
ahead to what is next. Currently our equipment is in pretty
good shape, but we have a
rescue truck that has some age
on it. Our next step is to get
a new one. I have some leads
and a couple different ways to
go about that. Bottom line, our
trustees have taken care of us.
I have gone through, over the
years, many different trucks
from pumpers to tankers.
Fortunately for our residents,
we do not have as many runs
as some others in the county.
The only bad thing with that is
since we do not have as high of
a volume, more money will be
allocated to the departments
that have a lot of runs. So it’s
both good and bad. Last year
we were right around 50 runs
for the department, some years
we have more and some we
have less. Our focus, right now,
seems to be wrecks. Out of

the calls we had last year, we
had around 20 or so accidents.
Almost half. Another reason we
could use a new rescue truck.”
Working for Concord-Green
Fire Department is not all just
work though, as one of the
best parts for Stegbauer is how
well the area fire departments
get along. He said fire department chiefs get together for
a monthly meeting. During
these meetings, they discuss
many aspects of fighting fire
in the community and even set
schedules so the township and
village fire departments can
assist the community during
times such as the annual fair or
other events.
“It is a big family,” Stegbauer
said. “We get together well
and work really well with the
other chiefs. There are some
fire departments we do not
see that often, such as Sabina
or Leesburg, but if they call us
we go or vice versa. It is a first

name basis and when we all
see each other we always take
a moment to say hello. And
any time we pass each other
on the road we always wave.
It is really a close-knit group.
We don’t usually go to Jeffersonville, but if they call us
for help we are there, and we
actually have gone out there
before. One time years ago, we
were on a mutual aide request
at Heritage Church hauling
water. Jeffersonville got toned
out while helping Washington
Fire Department with that and
so I looked at the chief then,
Eddie Ivers, and he said ‘Go,
I know what you are going to
say,’ so we went to Jeffersonville to haul water. It is a real
good group we have gotten
together. They always talked
about how firefighting is a
brotherhood and it is.”
Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or
on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy
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