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Miami Trace FFA celebrates 2018 National FFA Week
Submitted article

INDIANAPOLIS – The Miami Trace
FFA in Washington Court House will
celebrate National FFA Week, Feb. 17-24,
2018. This FFA Week embraces more
than 90 years of FFA traditions while
looking forward to the organization’s
future.
More than 653,000 members will participate in National FFA Week activities
at local, state and national levels. These
members have a passion for agriculture.
Designated a national week in 1947,
the week of George Washington’s birthday, National FFA Week runs from Saturday to Saturday and gives FFA members
an opportunity to educate the public

about agriculture. During the week,
chapters conduct a variety of activities
to help others in their school and community learn about FFA and agricultural
education.
Miami Trace FFA will celebrate
National FFA Week by participating in
the following activities: themed dress-up
days, bowling after school, “drive a tractor” to school day, FFA-sponsored teacher luncheon and recognition of Greenhand and Chapter degree recipients.
Today’s FFA members are the innovators and leaders of tomorrow. Through
agricultural and hands-on learning, they
are preparing for 255 unique career
opportunities in the food, fiber and
natural resources industry. National FFA

Week is sponsored by Tractor Supply
Company.
The National FFA Organization provides leadership, personal growth and
career success training through agricultural education to 649,355 student
members who belong to one of 7,859
local FFA chapters throughout the U.S.,
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
The organization is also supported by
225,891 alumni members in 1,934 alumni chapters throughout the U.S.
About National FFA Organization
The National FFA Organization is a
national youth organization of 649,355
student members as part of 7,859 local
FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto

Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The
FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by
developing their potential for premier
leadership, personal growth and career
success through agricultural education.
The National FFA Organization operates under a federal charter granted by
the 81st United States Congress and it
is an integral part of public instruction
in agriculture. The U.S. Department
of Education provides leadership and
helps set direction for FFA as a service
to state and local agricultural education
programs. For more, visit the National
FFA Organization online at FFA.org and
on Facebook, Twitter and the official
National FFA Organization blog.

MT 8th grade FFA program continues to expand
In the fall of 2015, Miami Trace FFA
implemented a middle school FFA program. This program is essentially an
introduction to agriculture education
and the FFA organization to the middle
school students to spark their interest
in becoming involved in these organizations during their high school career.
Over the course of one nine-weeks
period, eighth graders learn about

what it means to be in FFA through the
instruction of MT FFA advisor, Amanda
Swigert. Mrs. Swigert teaches eighth
graders leadership skills, the basics of
FFA, and allows them to get a taste of
the different activities they can participate and compete in. Students enrolled
in an eighth grade class get a jump-start
on their FFA projects. They can begin to
work on their Supervised Agricultural
Experiences that they can compete with
in the future.

Last year, the middle school agronomy
team placed first in the state competition. The team consisted of Lahni
Stachler and Graham Carson.
Graham Carson said, “This experience really gave me an insight on all the
hard work that FFA members put into
their competitions. I got to practice
twice a week in the evenings with the
high schoolers and compete on Saturday
mornings in the spring. This has helped
me so far in high school this year.”

MT FFA hopes to continue expanding the eighth grade program and their
involvement in career development
events in the upcoming years. So far, it
has paid off for the students by allowing
them to develop career skills at an early
age with their participation in these
events. The eighth grade course allows
students to come into FFA class with
prior knowledge and understanding on
agriculture and receive an advantage in
many FFA award areas.

MAYER FARM EQUIPMENT, LLC
Authorized Dealer • Sales – Service – Parts

Jeffersonville
740-426-6307
800-996-2937

OH-70030222
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By Meri Grace Carson

CELEBRATING FFA WEEK 2018

Record-Herald

Thursday, February 22, 2018 3

My FFA Years
By Dylan Lovett

had.
During my junior year, I was enrolled
in the livestock science class and shop
capstone. In livestock, we learned how
to dissect piglets and how to properly
care for my livestock. In shop capstone,
we learned how to properly build and
brace structures. This is also the year I
decided to apply for an officer position
because I felt like I had become more
involved than previous years. My junior
year, I continued dairy cattle judging
and also started attending many of the
out-of-school activities, such as National
convention, 212/360 a leadership conference, and our state convention held
at the Ohio State Fairgrounds.
I am currently serving as the sentinel
of the Miami Trace FFA Chapter. I am
taking greenhouse management and
agronomic systems courses. In green-

house management, we are learning
how to properly grow plants that we
will later sell in the spring. In agronomic systems, we are learning how to
identify weeds, pests and plants in farming situations. This year me and four
other members from our chapter got
the opportunity to attend OLLC (Ohio
Legislative Leadership Conference) and
have lunch with some of the senators at
the Statehouse in Columbus. I attended
National convention, worked the Farm
to Fork dinner, and am practicing for
dairy foods judging.
With my FFA years coming to an end,
I am so glad that I had the experience
of participating in FFA and being able
learn the true meaning of it. When I
graduate, I know I will miss coming to
ag classes every day and hanging out
with friends and doing everything in ag.

AGRICULTURE
IS THE BACKBONE

of our community and our country...

Supporting
Youth & Ag
Since 1879

We proudly congratulate our local FFA chapter
on another successful year! We salute the
National FFA Organization for continuing to
make a positive impact in the lives of
our students by developing their leadership
skills through agricultural education.

MERCHANTS
NATIONAL BANK

MIAMI TRACE

Maintaining Traditions...Making Transitions...Miami Trace
www. MIAMITRACE.K12.OH.US I 740.335.3010
OH-70030099
40961608

“A Real Community Bank”
Each depositor insured to $100,000
OH-70025193

Congratulations, FFA

The FFA has helped me in many
ways, it’s helped me be a good leader
and learn about agriculture. I am currently enrolled in agronomic systems
and greenhouse management and they
are my favorite classes of the day. With
the Miami Trace FFA, I have learned I
can do what I want and be what I want
to.
My freshman year, I took the AFNR
(Agriculture, Food, and Natural
Resources) class. In this class I had to
recite the FFA creed, this helped me
with my public speaking skills because
I was required to stand in front of
the class and recite this creed. This
class helped me learn more about FFA
because we had to study the history of
the FFA organization and how it came

to be. At the time, I did not realize
these skills were just the beginning of
the lifelong experiences I would gain
from the Miami Trace FFA.
My sophomore year, I took plant and
animal science and mechanical principles. In plant and animal science, we
learned how to work as a team and also
how to give injections to animals. In
the mechanics class, we learned many
life skills such as how to change oil in
vehicles, welding and changing a spare
tire. During this school year is when I
decided to become more involved with
ag and I started doing dairy cattle judging, which is one of the CDE’s (Career
Development Event) we have. I decided
to get more involved because throughout the year I had started to get know
a lot of seniors and many of my friends
were talking about how much fun they

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

128 S. NORTH STREET, WASHINGTON C.H., OHIO

(740) 335-1331
www.merchantsnat.com
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MT FFA supports breast cancer awareness
Submitted article

The Miami Trace FFA chapter did its part last October to raise awareness and funds to support breast
cancer awareness in Fayette County. The “Paint the
Town Pink” campaign raised nearly $10,000 to support
the Fayette County Memorial Hospital Partners in Pink
Mammography Program.
This year, FFA members participated in four different
activities to support this worthy cause. The primary
source of income for this community service project
comes from selling Paint the Town Pink t-shirts. The
t-shirts are paid for from our generous donors and 100
percent of the sales are donated to FCMH Partners
in Pink Program. In addition, this year, members sold
Powerful Pink Cards that provided customers with dis-

counts to certain stores at Tanger Outlets.
Secondly, Miami Trace FFA members painted pink
ribbons on car windows at a Miami Trace home football
game for donations. Miami Trace FFA members also
went to local businesses to collect donations and paint
pink ribbons on their windows.
Lastly, the FFA chapter hosted the Paint the Town
Pink Walk on Saturday, Oct. 14 at 9 a.m. FFA and community members walked approximately three miles
through downtown Washington Court House in Paint
the Town Pink t-shirts to provide awareness for this
deadly condition that greatly affects our county. The
walk began outside the FCMH’s new Women’s Health
Center and proceeded to the Kroger supermarket and
back.
The FCMH Partners in Pink Program benefits

many people in Fayette County by helping them afford
mammograms, transportation and medical care. Mammograms are a very important method in preventing
breast cancer. If breast cancer is detected in a mammogram, it is in its early stages and is more treatable. The
goal of this program is to help as many people as possible receive a mammogram and help to prevent breast
cancer in the long run.
The Miami Trace FFA would like to thank all participants of Paint the Town Pink, all of those who donated,
and also all the sponsors. Without all of these people,
none of this would have been possible. The Miami
Trace Agriculture Education Program is a satellite
program of Great Oaks Institute of Technology and
Career Center.

Farm Science Review is enjoyable….and educational

Wilmington
937-382-2566
WCH
740-335-4401
Morrow
513-899-0304

The Plains
740-797-3032
South
Bloomfield
740-983-8900

ter gives its junior and senior members the opportunity to visit the Farm
Science Review and independently
explore the wide variety of exhibits,
demonstrations and hands-on activities.
Last year, 25 Miami Trace FFA members attended the Farm Science Review
on Thursday, Sept. 21. Upon arrival
students are given a worksheet by
their teacher that will prompt them to
get more involved by asking different

equipment and seed representatives
questions in order to complete the
worksheet by the end of the afternoon.
Instead of staying together as a large
group, students are allowed to split up
and explore on their own or with a few
friends. Along with the hundreds of
exhibits, visitors also have the option
to ride a shuttle wagon down the road
where they can see field demonstrations of some of the farm machinery
and to the Gwynne Conservation Area,

where visitors will be educated on
wildlife and aquatics.
The Farm Science Review makes for
an enjoyable, but also educational, day
outside of school. From using the virtual reality headsets at the John Deere
tent, to cooling off with a handmade
milkshake from the Farm Credit Bureau
stand, there is something to catch
everyone’s interest and something new
for even the most experienced agriculturalists to learn.

BUCKLEY BROS. INC

TOP GUN We proudly carry a full-line of lamb
LAMB STARTER
fee
and
a
variety
of
show
feed.
BUCKLEY BROS. INC.

OH-70030243

Each year more than 140,000 people
from across the United States and Canada visit the Farm Science Review that
is held in London, Ohio. The event
takes place in mid-September, lasts
three days, and includes 4,000 product
lines from 600 commercial exhibitors.
The 80-acre exhibit area allows visitors to experience all aspects of agriculture and learn about the latest in
agricultural production. For one day of
the event, the Miami Trace FFA Chap-
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Attending the 90th National FFA Convention
By Morgan Eggleton

There is never a dull moment when
the Miami Trace FFA Chapter attends
National Convention. This year, the
Miami Trace FFA Chapter attended the
90th-annual FFA National Convention
on Oct. 25, 2017 through Oct. 27, 2017
in Indianapolis, Ind.
Members this year attended a rodeo,
numerous general sessions, and the
Trade Show. National Convention is a
trip that many members continue to
talk about months after it is over, it is
a time when many members grow and
learn wisdom from others.
This year, on the way to convention,
the chapter stopped at the Fair Oaks
Farm located in Fair Oaks, Ind. We
went bus to bus touring their large
facility, which consisted of pig and
dairy barns, a breeding area, acres of
land, many entertainment buildings,
and much more.
While visiting the Fair Oaks Farm,
myself as well as many other members, learned lots of new things about
agriculture. For example, I learned
that it is better for a cow to lay in
sand because bacteria does not grow
in sand. Many members participated
in the indoor ropes course, which was
lots of fun. Some tourists even got to
go to the birthing barn and watch a
cow give birth. Overall, the Fair Oaks
Farm taught many of the Miami Trace
FFA students many new things and
provided them with a beautiful place to
create unforgettable memories.

In between sessions, many members
went to the Trade Show, which is
where a bunch of agricultural businesses and colleges come and broadcast
their achievements and goals. Having
the Trade Show at convention allows
members to dip their feet into the college agricultural programs and hear
firsthand what college programs are
like. It also broadens members views
on different types of agricultural jobs
that are in demand and shows them
different agricultural products.
One booth that stands out to many
people is the National FFA booth; there
are always hundreds of people trying
to enter and almost all come out with
smiles on their faces. This year, the
National FFA booth was a fun, actionpacked walk-through course where you
could receive a t-shirt along with many
other prizes at the end. The Trade
Show is also the best place for members to meet new people, catch up with
old friends, and discover new things
about themselves.
There were many speakers who
spoke at convention this year, but the
two speakers who stood out to me the
most were Allela Ali and Mick Ebeling
(Not Impossible Labs). Both speakers
gave empowering and inspirational
speeches about their life stories. Ali
spoke about how nobody thought she
would be able to live up to her father’s
reputation in boxing but she was able
to prove them wrong and came out victorious numerous times. Ebeling spoke
about creating prosthetics with items

Members at the Fair Oaks Farm during the National FFA Convention trip.

you would not think would be possible.
He spoke about creating stations in
dangerous, foreign countries where
kids and soldiers would come after
being wounded, often times missing a
limb, to be helped by a local who had
been taught by Ebeling and his team.
Many of the wounded would have their
limb replaced by prosthetics that were
made by cheap materials that would
last a lifetime. He also spoke about
how his team, as well as himself, were
able to help deaf people hear; he even
brought Mandy Harvey, a participant
on America’s Got Talent, who is deaf,

855-476-9487(Grow4us)
9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD
JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128
www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Courtesy photo

on stage using the monitor his team
created and showed how it worked and
how it helped Harvey with her singing.
The 90th-annual National FFA Convention trip was an overall success for
the Miami Trace FFA chapter. We won
a couple awards, learned life-changing
lessons, and discovered new innovations in the agricultural world. National Convention is a tradition that runs
deep within the National FFA Organization and the Miami Trace FFA Chapter has benefitted as a whole through
their involvement and attendance at
the National FFA Convention.

Proudly Supporting Our Local FFA!

OH-70030540

NON-GMO = PREMIUM
Our mission is to help companies around the world
create healthy, natural products of the highest quality.
2018 crop growers contracts still available.
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A trip to the ‘Big E’ Consignment Sale a success
By Garrett Hagler

By J.M. Perrill

My name is J.M. Perrill and I am currently a senior enrolled in the Miami
Trace FFA Chapter. Throughout my
time in the FFA, I have involved myself
in many CDE’s over the past four
years.
Career Development Events, also
known as CDE’s, are a big part of
what FFA is. CDE’s are competitions that FFA members compete in
throughout the year. At Miami Trace,
we are very dedicated to our CDE’s
and we spend many hours in and out
of the classroom studying to compete
at invitationals, state, regional and
national contests. The past two years,
I have been a member of the agronomy
team. The agronomy contest consists
of three parts—individual identification (insects, diseases & deficiencies,
plants, and seeds), an individual written exam, and a team activity. In order
to succeed in the agronomy contest, a
lot of material must be learned.
Last spring, my teammates and I
won third place in the state agronomy
contest. Our team consisted of myself,
Meri Grace Carson, Grant Debruin,
and Trevor Pursell. Our success at the
state level made us eligible to compete
at The Big E in Springfield, Mass. in
September of 2017.
We began studying for The Big E

Morris

OH-70029777

604 Rose Avenue
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160
(740) 335-6650
Cell: (937) 763-7042

early in the mornings
before school, and in
the evenings in the
weeks leading up to
the competition. My
team and I received
first place and I was
the top individual in
the contest. This trip
was a neat experience. We got to see
agriculture in the northern part of the
United States and were introduced to
new foods.
I am so glad that I was able to go on
this trip and that the time I spent dedicated to studying paid off. MT FFA has
had a lasting impact on me and I will
carry these skills over into college and
the rest of my life.

We Slaughter...

F rozen F ood L ocker
Jerry Morris

Courtesy photo

Left to right: JM Perrill, Meri Grace Carson, Grant
Debruin, and Trevor Pursell in Massachusetts on
their way to The Big E.

· Beef
· Pork

· Goats
· Lamb

Bulk sausage Bulk Hamburger

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8AM – 5PM,
saturday: 8AM – 12PM,
sunday: Closed
www.morrisfrozenfoodlocker.com
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On Sept. 1, 2017, the Miami Trace
FFA Alumni held the annual consignment sale at the Fayette County Fairgrounds.
Items sold included tractors, combines, sprayers, implements such as
plows and discs, semis, and smaller
items such as lawnmowers, welders and
tractor tires. FFA alumni members, FFA
members, and the Wendt Group spent
several days planning, unloading equipment and organizing to get ready for the
sale.
This is the second sale where the
Miami Trace FFA alumni has worked in
cooperation with the Wendt Group Inc.
to produce funds for the FFA chapter.
Nick Cumming and Kevin Wendt have
been longtime supporters of the FFA and
provided funds to the FFA. The Miami
Trace FFA would like to thank Nick
Cummings, Kevin Wendt and the Wendt
Group for their continued support of the
FFA and ensuring success of the sale, as
well as Joe Geesling who donated all of
the proceeds from his Oliver forklift to
the chapter.
The Wendt Group donated 1 percent of the sale earnings to the Miami
Trace FFA alumni. The alumni takes
the income from the consignment sale
and donates it to the FFA members so
they can attend and participate in various activities throughout the year, such

Courtesy photo

Another successful FFA alumni consignment sale
was held last September.

as Ohio FFA Camp Muskingum or the
Washington Leadership Conference. As
well as, scholarships that are handed out
to seniors at the annual FFA banquet in
April.
Despite the rough weather the day
of the sale, the results were excellent.
There were over 300 registered bidders
present bidding on farm machinery and
equipment. The sale brought in a gross
revenue of roughly $430,000. The sale
is an excellent way for Miami Trace FFA
members to work directly with their
local alumni who support them throughout their years as an FFA member, and
to work with other supporters of the
FFA such as the Wendt Group, and all of
the consignors and bidders at the sale.
The 2017 consignment sale was a huge
success and the Miami Trace FFA looks
forward to working with the alumni in
the future on this project.

CELEBRATING FFA WEEK 2018

Record-Herald

Thursday, February 22, 2018 7

FFA, school and sports, a balancing act
By Aubrey Schwartz

During my career in FFA, I have
found out juggling sports, CDE’s,
schoolwork, and my SAE projects can
be a little difficult at times. Especially
when they can all occur at once.
There are definitely some early mornings and late nights, but once you see
your hard work finally give you the
results, it’s all worth it. This past year,
I was on the Advanced Parliamentary
Procedure team. Every morning building up to the competition days, from
October to December, my fellow teammates and I would arrive to the school
at 6:45 a.m. and have our practice
before the school day started. We also
practiced and studied for the tests during reassessment period, our own ag
classes, and on our own time.

themselves with success throughout
the past, and want to continue with
their success in the future; much
like our FFA Chapter. In the
classrooms down the ag
hallway, the walls are
filled with what every
CDE team strives for:
a blue, state-winning
banner. They are the
trophies of the FFA,
along with plaques
that are given out at
conventions for Chapter
successes.
How all this ties into
myself, and others trying to
balance this out, is the hard work
everyone puts in. Our teachers cooperate with us if we ever need any extra
help. If we miss days of school due to

Because of all of our hard work and
the coaching from our advisors, we
were able to win the state
competition on Dec. 16,
2017. Moments after
we had won the competition, my family
came and picked me
up from The Ohio
State University,
and took me to my
basketball game that
evening at Jackson
High School. This is
what a good majority
of our other CDE teams
do as well. There are many
teams that practice after school
hours, and have to work around the
other student-athletes’ schedules too.
Many of our athletic teams pride

contests, our coaches show understanding that some days that we may have to
leave practice early or show up late, our
advisors work with us during school
days and weekends whenever we need
help with anything in life, whether it is
schoolwork, ag stuff, or just life advice,
and last but not least, we thank our
parents. My parents, I know, work very
hard for what I need and always are
proud of my successes inside the classroom, on the floor or field, and in the
FFA world.
Student-athlete FFA members, are
not uncommon in our program with
over 50 percent of FFA members participating in athletics. These members
work very hard to be successful in all
that they do, and the Miami Trace FFA
chapter is proud to have these wellrounded members in their chapter.

1020 Leesburg Avenue
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-8030 • FAX 740-335-9335
OH-70030102
40959824

McDonald & Son Inc.
5401 Inskeep Rd. N.W.
Washington C.H., OH 43160
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1-800-360-3510

740-998-4304

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628

www.BuckeyeMetalRoofing.com
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What is an SAE Project?
By Jillian Sollars

Proud Supporter of Our Youth in
Fayette County Since 1984.
2018 RAM 2500 Crew

2018 Dodge Durango
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1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H. • (740) 335-3700 • (937) 584-2889 • 1-800-928-2872

OH-70030367

Doug Marine Motors

SALES: Mon. - Thurs. 8-7, Fri. 8-6, Sat. 9-4
SERVICE & PARTS:
Mon. - Fri. 8-5

Open 24/7 at DougMarineMotors.net

If you know someone in FFA you
have probably heard the acronym
“SAE” by now. In fact, you may have
heard an FFA member go on and on
about their SAE and how hard it is,
how much work they have put into
it, how much they have to do to get
caught up, etc.
Although at first, the term “SAE”
may seem like a burden, it is actually
an extremely beneficial and experiential part of the FFA experience. The
acronym SAE stands for “Supervised
Agricultural Experience.” A student’s
SAE is a program that they choose and
design in order to gain more hands-on
experience through FFA, and to develop and strengthen their skills in an
agricultural field that interests them.
The SAE is versatile, flexible and specific to the FFA member.
There are four main categories of
SAE projects: Exploratory, Research/
Experimentation, Ownership/Entrepreneurship, and Placement. An
exploratory SAE helps the student to
learn more about the big picture of
agriculture and the many career paths
that it offers. An example of this can
range from job shadowing, to writing
a newspaper article, to developing a
marketing plan.
A research or experimentation SAE
is where a student conducts an experiment and analyzes the results and data
to further their knowledge in agriculture. An example of this could be conducting a feed trial on broiler chickens,
testing organic versus inorganic fertil-

izers on plant development, testing the
strengths of different types of welds,
and any other kind of experimentation.
For an ownership or entrepreneurship SAE, a student plans and operates a business related to the agricultural field. This could be something
as simple as raising market hogs or
something more intricate like running
an entire cattle operation or a firewood
business.
A placement SAE is when a student
works for someone else’s business
or operation in order to gain experience regardless of whether he or she
receives pay. There are numerous jobs
a student can do for the placement
SAE, but some more common ones are
working for a livestock operation, grain
farmer, or a lawn and landscape care
business.
Throughout each SAE, the student
will use the AET website (Agricultural
Experience Tracker) to keep record of
all the hours invested in their project,
and any expenses, profits or losses.
Students also use AET to record any
activities that they participate in as
well as any updates to their SAE project.
Each SAE provides its own tasks and
challenges, but leads each student to
the same goal: to further their knowledge of agriculture through hands-on
experience and to prepare them for the
many challenges ahead. SAE’s are no
doubt hard work for FFA students, but
with dedication, persistence and passion for the field of agriculture, these
projects can reap numerous and considerable benefits.

Some people
dream of success,
we work hard
to achieve it!
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Local community provides National FFA scholarships
Each year, the National FFA Organization awards over $2 million in scholarships to graduating senior across the
country.
Scholarships are sponsored by businesses and individuals through the
National FFA Foundation and are given
for a wide variety of experiences, career
goals and higher education plans. The
selection process takes into account
the whole student - FFA involvement,
work experience, supervised agricultural
experience (SAE), community service,
leadership skills and academics. Students of the Miami Trace FFA Chapter
are extremely fortunate to have a number of local businesses sponsor these
scholarships.
Last year, seven students received
scholarships at the national level
through the National FFA Organization

for a total of $11,000.
Nationally, the Ford Truck Scholarship
Program has been a sponsor of the FFA
since 1948. Applicants must be FFA
members who plan to enroll in a fulltime course of study at any accredited
two-year or four-year college, university,
or vocational school next fall. Applicants
are evaluated on the basis of scholarship,
supervised agricultural experience, program and leadership activities.
Dave Ogan and Carroll Halliday FordLincoln Dealership have teamed up with
the National FFA Organization in this
special effort to support Miami Trace
FFA seniors by sponsoring $1,000 scholarships annually. Last year, scholarship
recipients were Makayla Eggleton and
Cole Karnes, which marked $35,000 in
scholarships given out to Miami Trace
FFA students through the support of
Dave Ogan and Carroll Halliday Ford.
Thanks to Mark and Connie Beford, the

Welcoming
Veterinary Hospital New Patients!

Fayette

Gary D. Junk, D.V.M.
Daryl L. Wait, D.V.M

335-6161
1974 Columbus Ave. • Washington C.H.
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www.fayetteveterinaryhospital.com
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new owners of Beford Ford Lincoln in
Washington C.H., this tradition will be
continued in 2018.
Helping future generations and investing in the future of agriculture have
always been a focus of the partnership
between AGCO companies and the
National FFA Organization during the
last 66 years. AGCO has partnered with
more than 50 Massey Ferguson and
Challenger dealers across North America to support this scholarship program.
Our local Mayer Farm Equipment is
one of these contributing dealerships
that provides financial support to the
Miami Trace FFA graduating class. In
2017, Chloe Lambert was the recipient
of the AGCO Scholarship sponsored in
partnership with Mayer Farm Equipment and the National FFA Organization.
For over a century, Chevrolet has been
a passionate believer in the power of

ingenuity and innovation in our quest to
find new roads. Chevrolet and Gusweiler
are proud to participate in the FFA collegiate scholarship program in support
of our long-standing relation with the
National FFA.
In 2017, Gusweiler of Washington
C.H. joined the Chevy Trucks partnership with the National FFA Foundation
by sponsoring two $1,000 scholarships.
Through the support of Jim Gusweiler,
owner, and the National FFA Organization, two students were able to receive
scholarships based on their participation and leadership activities in the FFA
organization. In 2017, the scholarship
recipients were Nicholas Elrich and
Marissa Sheets.
The Miami Trace/Great Oaks FFA
chapter is grateful for the continued support of community members and investment these businesses make in the youth
of our program.

Proud Supporter Of The

FFA Program!
Let Us Be Your Show
Supply Headquarters!

Reiterman
Feed & Supply
740-869-3817

Mike Duff

Reiterman
Seed Farms

740-437-7681 • Fax 740-437-7518

103 N. London St., Mt. Sterling
M-F 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 8 am-Noon

rop nsuranCe

740-869-2422

52 Main Street
Bloomingburg

Email: duffinsurance@sbcglobal.net

OH-70027753

We Are
A Sullivan
Supply Dealer

OH-70027622

By Meri Grace Carson
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Miami Trace fruit sale is integral to FFA
Submitted article

The Miami Trace FFA chapter has an
annual fruit sale as most know. What most
don’t know is how important the fruit sale
is to the chapter.
Last year’s sale grossed over $90,000
and the chapter net profit was over
$30,000. Yes, this is a lot of money but it
is spent just as fast as we make it. Chapter meetings, competitions, convention?
FFA activities and leadership conferences
are just a few things that come at a large
expense. The chapter was able to obtain
such a high net profit because they were
able to add new products, such as halo clementines and caramel glazed nuts.
For five to six weeks every spring, there
is a judging contest every weekend. Up to
30 kids can attend at a cost of $10 per kid
for each contest. Every year the Miami
Trace FFA chapter has at least one or
more CDE teams go to the state competition at a cost of $25 per student. These

contests occur weekly leading up to the
state contest at the end of March. When a
team wins a state contest, they then get an
opportunity to attend a national contest.
These contests include general livestock,
dairy cattle, poultry, agronomy, wildlife,
meats, and dairy foods.
Once a month the chapter hosts a lunch
meeting that averages over $350 each
time. These are informative meetings for
the chapter students to attend during their
lunch period to learn about what upcoming events the chapter will be undergoing
and to vote on important matters. These
meetings are held under proper parliamentary procedure guidelines. The chapter will
provide a lunch at no cost for the students
at each meeting.
State and National Convention are conventions where chapters from all over the
state and country come together to listen
to motivational speakers, participate in
leadership events, and receive state and
national awards. Registration for state and

FFA members donate to save lives
The Miami Trace FFA, in cooperation with
the American Red Cross, holds a blood drive
four times throughout the year.
The blood drive is held during the school
day and students are eligible to sign up to
donate during their free period. The FFA officer team is in charge of setting up and tearing
down the blood drive before and after school.
Through the help of various FFA members
throughout the day, the blood drive is able to
be a success time and time again.

The requirements to give blood are: age 16
by the donation date and be above a standardized weight requirement. This is necessary
as those who do not meet the requirements
might be at risk to give. All donors had to
have parental consent to give blood, which
is school policy. Each student was allowed
to sign up for a time that they would donate,
this helped in students not missing classes
they needed to attend. Students also had to
be in good health.

national conventions are $25, and $60
respectively. These registration fees are
strictly registration fees, hotel and food
costs are separate.
Every summer, FFA camp is open to all
FFA members. This is a week-long event
that has many fun activities. Camp members take part in zip lining, rock climbing,
swimming, and numerous leadership and
team building activities. This cost the
member $75 and the chapter pays for all
other fees for camp.
212-360 is another leadership conference
that FFA chapters from all over attend. At
the 212 conference, members focus on the
development of the individual student. Students will be challenged to push the limits.
Themes for this conference include: Virtues, Growth and Collaboration. The 360
conference will take students full circle in
chapter leadership development. The conference will cover every angle for developing action plans for their chapters. Themes
for this conference include: *Action and
The FFA partners with the MT FCCLA
each blood drive. The FCCLA serves breakfast to ensure that blood donors are in good
health. Several teachers offered the students
who gave blood to save lives a little extra
credit in their class. Refreshments were
provided to those who gave after they were
finished.
Students who donate three times before
they graduate earn a red cord at graduation.
By donating blood, students are able to
understand the value of life and are encouraged to continue saving lives. One single
donation can save up to three lives.

We salute FFA and the
outstanding students
preparing for their future.
OH-70029780

Influence. 360 conferences focus on chapter development. This leadership conference costs $25 per member.
At the end of the year, our FFA chapter
holds an FFA Banquet. At this banquet,
all members’ parents are invited. We also
invite all of our chapter sponsors, scholarship donors, and alumni members. We recognize all of our CDE teams, our chapter
officers and we also give out scholarships.
Members dress up official dress. The
grand total for our FFA banquet each year
is over $10,000, but we also give out nearly
$7,000 in scholarships.
As you can see, the annual FFA fruit sale
is vital to the success of our students and
ensuring that FFA members have all the
opportunities open to them. This is the
side of the fruit sale many may not know.
With the number of members increasing
year to year, the fruit sale will continue to
be an important learning and financial tool
for the Miami Trace FFA chapter.

Courtesy photo

FFA members, Meri Grace Carson and Dylan
Lovett, are pictured donating blood for the first
time at one of the four blood drives sponsored by
the Miami Trace FFA.
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Paving a path for the future, thanks to FFA
By Jack Anders

our state legislators. State FFA
convention and farm science review
Hello, my name is Jack “BJ”
allowed me to interact with FFA
Anders and I am a four-year
members across the state.
member of the Miami Trace FFA
I have also had the opportunity to
chapter. I would like to take this
travel throughout the state through
time to recognize how agriculmany different judging competiture education (ag) has impacted Jack Anders
tions. I am currently helping to
my life and helped me to make
coach the dairy cattle judging team.
better decisions that will affect me for
Being a senior and experienced member
the rest of my life.
of this team, I have been given the leadOver four years in ag, I have taken the
ership opportunity to organize practices,
AFNR, ag mechanics, greenhouse, and
develop study material and assist other
shop capstone courses. As a senior, I am
FFA members in learning about judging
currently enrolled in three ag classes:
dairy cattle. In dairy cattle judging, I
shop capstone, agronomics systems, and have placed in the top 10 in the state for
livestock science.
two consecutive years.
Also outside of the ag classroom, I’ve
When coming to the high school as a
been active in FFA. Since my freshman
freshmen, ag was the class I was most
year, I have participated in many leadexcited about. I am a hands-on learner.
ership conferences, state conventions,
Therefore, I need to touch it, see it,
and career development events (CDE).
move it around, to learn the concepts I
I have been to Ohio Legislative Leaderam being asked to grasp. Since I was a
ship Conference where I interacted with
little kid, I had always wanted to pursue

a career in an agriculture-related field.
One day I was talking with my ag
teacher, Mr. Bennett, and he had
informed me of a great opportunity
offered through John Deere to become
a diesel technician and work for them. I
then immediately called John Deere to
get more information on this particular
program. Through the internship program, you are sponsored by a local John
Deere dealer to go to their specialized
school just for John Deere equipment.
The school our local JD Equipment
sends their students is Owens Community College in Perrysburg, Ohio.
I then applied for a college visit to
see the campus and look at what the
program had to offer. After my visit
to Owens, I decided this was where I
wanted to go to further my education
in the world of ag mechanics. On the
ride home, I talked it all over with my
parents, Jack and Betsy Anders, about
the program and their thoughts about

it. After talking to them, I called John
Deere of Washington Court House and
asked them how I could become a part of
this program and become a member of
the John Deere team.
Since then, I have been accepted into
Owens Community College and JD
Equipment has agreed to sponsor me.
I will begin work in the spring at JD
Equipment and will work there until the
fall of 2018. Then I will begin my classes
at Owens where I will attend classes
for eight weeks, then I will return back
to the John Deere store in Washington
Court House for eight weeks where I
will be an intern. I will approximately be
in school for 21 months and then I will
have a full-time position with JD Equipment.
None of these hopes, dreams or goals
would have came true without my parents, Mr.Bennett, or my experience
in the ag education program at Miami
Trace High School.
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• Stop • Shop • See
Fayette County
101 E. East Street,
Washington C.H., OH. 43160-2227
800.479.7797
740.335.8008
Fax: 740.335.0762
www.fayettecountyohio.com

PARTS • SALES • SERVICE

• Strengthen businesses that support our local
charitable and civic groups.
• Help create more jobs to employ your friends,
neighbors, and relatives.
• Add to the community tax base to pay for needed
services – fire, safety, EMS, and education.
• Help attract new businesses which will create more
choices, more expertise, and more competition.

LET’S HELP MAKE FAYETTE COUNTY A SHOPPING DESTINATION!

PARTS • SALES
SERVICE
2312 US Highway 22 NW
Washington CH, OH 43160
740-335-8821

OH-70030522

OH-70025194

SHOP LOCAL

2312 US Highway 22 NW
Wa s h i n g t o n C H , O H 4 3 1 6 0
740-335-8821

www.baxlatractor.com

OH-70027639
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